Gypsy and Traveller

Code of Conduct
 This is in easy-read format so that anyone
(including children) can understand it.
 Please make sure everyone with you
understands this Code and ideally elect a
‘site manager’ who will monitor compliance.
 Please tell us if you need help
understanding this Code.
 If you camp on Devon County Council we
expect good behaviour.
 You are on a public space.
 Many people in Devon take pride in their
local area and love the countryside.
Remember, Devon is a popular holiday
destination.
 Please respect the land you are on.
Do park vehicles safely:
Advice:
 Do not park vehicles/units too close
together.
 For fire safety, there should be at least 6
meters between each unit.
 There should be enough room for you to
walk freely around the unit.
 Take care around electrical cables.
 Large trees/overhanding branches can be
dangerous.
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Do keep groups small:
6 or more

 We do not normally allow more than five
mobile accommodation units (e.g.
caravans/mobile homes) unless there are
good reasons for a larger group needing to
be together and the site can accommodate it.
 Do not take up more room than is
necessary.
 If there is not enough room, your group will
need to get smaller.
 Empty/vacated units may be removed if they
are left, without good reason, for more than 3
consecutive weeks, or for more than 12
weeks in any 52 week period.

Do allow others to use roads, paths, drop-curbs,
exits or entrances etc. or carry out their usual
business.
Do not block them or make them difficult to find.

If we are going to evict you, we still expect good
behaviour. The Police have powers to move
you immediately:
 If six or more vehicles are present and
you damage property, or are abusive or
threatening to others.
 If there is another suitable site nearby.
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Do not do anything dangerous that could cause
harm or distress to other people or animals.

 Do store and remove rubbish properly (use
bags/bins).
 Do recycle rubbish where possible.

Your nearest recycling centre is:

 Do not dump rubbish on other land or leave
it lying around (unless for collection).
 Do not burn rubbish that can cause black
smoke.
 Do not use the site for sorting scrap.

Do not damage anything at the site, including
trees, plants and earth moundings.
 If you cause damage we may fine you for
repairs and we may treat it as a crime.
Failure to pay for the damage would be a
breach of the Code of Conduct.
 Do not cut trees for your own use without
the landowner’s permission.
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Do keep the site as clean and tidy as possible.
 Do not leave lots of things lying around.
We don’t want complaints!
Do not leave items lying around which could be
dangerous to others (for example, they could
trip over them or cut themselves).

Do not pollute the land with oil, chemicals or
other waste.

Do not create bad smells that disturb others.

Do go to the toilet in a hygienic way. For
example:
 Do dispose of human waste safely.
 If burying waste, do make sure it is buried
safety and do not create a cesspit.
Burying is not suitable in urban areas.
 Do tell us if you need a
Portable/compostable Toilet.
 Do not go to the toilet where other people
can see you.
 Do ‘bag and bin’ if necessary. Tell us if
you need bags and anti-bacterial wipes.
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Do not make loud noises that disturb others.

Do not leave fires (including candles)
unattended.
Do not light fires if they could get out of control.
Do not use heating/welding equipment near
gas containers or other material that can catch
fire.
Ticked if: NO FIRES OR USE OF
HEATING/WELDING AT THIS SITE

Keep away from passing traffic.

Do supervise children and make sure they play
safely and do not disturb others unreasonably.

Advice: check for dangers such as ponds,
rivers, cliff edges, gaps in fences, traffic, electric
pylons, wasps nests and Adders.

Do keep your animals under control.
 For example, do not let dogs bark a lot
and disturb people or run onto busy roads.
Advice: get your animals vaccinated and
identity chipped/tagged. ‘Bag and bin’ dog poo
– it can be toxic to farm animals etc.
If your dog chases sheep, a farmer is allowed to
shoot it. If necessary, keep a dog on a short or
long lead at all times.
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Do not go on other land without permission from
the landowner (trespass).
Do not allow animals (i.e. horses) to graze on
land without the landowner’s permission.

Do not use hunting guns on or near roads,
houses, leisure grounds, public footpaths or
businesses.
 It is against the law to hunt with guns on
land without the landowner’s permission.
 This includes use of cross-bows and other
weapons.

Do not put up signs without permission from the
County Council.

Do not threaten, offend or intimidate other
people. For example:
 Do not shout abuse at people or frighten
them.
 Do not call them nasty names or use rude
gestures.
 Do not stop people from having access to
the land if they need it.

Do not display offensive items.
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Do not use the site for criminal activities.
Criminal activity includes possession of a
banned dog type and unlawful possession or
use of firearms.

 Do agree a leave date with the GTLS and try
to keep to it.
 Do actively look for suitable alternative sites.

Advice:
Tell the GTLS if you need help with moving on.

Do pay charges for the provision of
toilets/facilities on time.

Your charges are:

£

per

Do not invite or allow other occupants on to the
site without agreement from the GTLS.
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Do listen to and act on complaints.

Advice:
 Please tell the GTLS if you have any
health, welfare or educational needs as
soon as possible.
 Contact the GTLS if you have any
concerns or problems.
Your GTLS Contact:

Do keep in contact with the GTLS and provide
us with a mobile number if you have one.

In an emergency:

Advice: contact the Police, Racial Equality

Dial 999.

Council or GTLS if you experience harassment.

Non-emergencies:

More advice is in your Information Pack.

Dial 101.
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Encampments that will never be tolerated
You will never be allowed to stay at any of the following locations, so please avoid
them. We will tell you if any of these apply:
 A highway and is causing an obstruction or risk to driver safety or safety of
the occupants (including their animals).
 School grounds or a school playing field, or is adjacent to and interfering
with the proper functioning of a school.
 Designated as requiring special protection due to wildlife, landscape or
archaeological considerations, or is a site of special scientific interest
(SSSI).
 A development site or other land where building or operations are in
progress or in progress in the near future and the encampment will hinder
progress or be hazardous.
 A recreational facility such as a public park, football pitch or picnic site.
 An area which, by its nature, gives rise to a health and safety risk e.g.
through pollution or flood risk.
 A public car-park/park and ride, restricting use for others or causing an
obstruction or risk to safety.
 A business/retail park/market and is obstructive or obtrusive.
 Other substantial reason (health, safety, welfare or rights of others
outweighs your need to be at this location).
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