Beer Road special verge area, Seaton, Devon.
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Beer Road special verge area, Beer Rd, Seaton, Devon, EX12 2PS.
Grid Ref: SY 237 899
Description
The site runs roughly east – west along Beer Rd from Highcliffe Crescent to Couchill Corner and is
comprised of a series of steep grassy banks with a flat area above. They average 5m in width and
total approximately 260m in length giving a rough area of 1300 square meters or around a third of
an acre. The grassy banks are covered by a very rich grassland sward with many species of native
wildflower including at least 2 nationally scarce plants. The special verge area is divided into two
sections.

Aspect and geology
The banks are more or less south facing and receive full sun all day. They occupy an exposed cliff top
position about 150 meters from the shoreline and the site is subject to sea breezes all year round.
The soils are very infertile, stiff red clays derived from the Triassic keuper marls. The top foot or so
contains small cobbles of chalk and calcareous greensand along with cherts and flints. There is very
little humic material. The soils are very prone to cracking during hot summers and the roadside
banks do not retain water well.

Biodiversity
The rich grassland sward contains a wealth of plants including the nationally scarse Nottingham
Catchfly, Silene nutans and the rare Umbellifer Corky-fruited Water Dropwort, Oenanthe
pimpinelloides. Other notable plants include Horseshoe Vetch, and the Common Spotted, Pyramidal
and Autumn Ladies Tresses Orchids. The grass cover is sparse on the faces of the banks and tends to
be lusher on the flatter areas. The following list is likely not exhaustive.
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Common Sorrel
Curled Dock
Common Mouse-ear
Red Campion
Nottingham Catchfly
Meadow Buttercup
Traveller’s Joy
Field Poppy
Biting Stonecrop
Agrimony
Bramble
Wild Strawberry
Barren Strawberry
Cinquefoil
Bush Vetch
Common Vetch
Meadow Vetchling
Rest-Harrow
Birdsfoot Trefoil
Horseshoe Vetch
Black Medick
Hop Trefoil
Red Clover
White Clover
Herb Robert
Cut-Leaved Cranesbill
Perforate St John’s Wort
Common Dog Violet
Dogwood
Ivy
Cow Parsley
Wild Carrot
Corky-Fruited Water Dropwort
Alexanders (naturalised)
Primrose
Cowslip
Common Centaury
Field Bindweed
Field Madder
Wild Madder
Hedge Bedstraw
Ladies Bedstraw
Cleavers
Field Forgetmenot






























Bugle
Ground Ivy
Self-Heal
Marjoram
Wood Sage
Germander Speedwell
Thyme-Leaved Speedwell
Yellow Rattle
Ribwort Plantain
Hoary Plantain
Field Scabious
Daisy
Yarrow
Ox-Eye Daisy
Ragwort
Stemless Thistle
Black Knapweed
Goatsbeard
Smooth Sow-Thistle
Dandelion
Rough Hawkbit
Common Catsear
Mouse-Ear Hawkweed
Bristly Ox-Tongue
Crow Garlic
Pyramidal Orchid
Common Spotted Orchid
Ladies Tresses Orchid

=71 species flowering plant















Red Fescue
Quaking Grass
Perennial Rye Grass
Crested Dog’s Tail
Yorkshire Fog
Meadow Foxtail
False Brome
Soft Brome
Annual Meadow Grass
Sweet Vernal Grass
Cocksfoot
Field Wood Rush
Glaucous Sedge

=13 species of grass

The grassland most closely resembles the NVC MG5 lowland hay meadow category and includes
most of the associated indicator plants along with several species that are indicative of more
calcareous influences.
The rich plant assemblage attracts a range of invertebrate species. Bumblebees and hoverflies are
abundant and there are good populations of Meadow Brown and Common Blue butterflies. Other
butterflies recorded include Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and, during favourable years, Marbled
White and Clouded Yellow. Glow-worms are also present although their numbers seem to be
declining.
Common Lizards are occasionally recorded and Slow Worms are present in good numbers.

Previous management
Prior to 2015 the banks had been cut four times during the growing season between April and
September. The cuttings were left to break down. The work was undertaken by contractors using
petrol brushcutters fitted with Nylon cord. On one occasion at least (2014) a tractor mounted flail
was used which caused an unacceptable amount of scalping.
This management prescription prevented many plants from setting seed and inhibits the recruitment
of seedlings. The abrupt removal of nectar sources can only adversely affect invertebrate
populations and several dead slow worms are usually observed after each cut. Leaving the cuttings
in place increases levels of smothering thatch in the base of the sward and increases nutrient levels
which will, in time, lower overall plant diversity and favour coarser species tending towards a ranker
type of sward.

Proposed management prescription
Qualified members of the Axe Vale and District Conservation Society will cut the banks using petrol
brushcutters fitted with nylon cutting line. This will happen during mid to late July depending on
weather conditions and flowering cycles of the various plants. The arisings will be left to dry for a
few days before they are raked and removed in bulk bags. The arisings will then be taken to a
composting or green waste recycling facility for disposal. If winter growth has been particularly lush
a further cut may be required around March or April time. This work will be undertaken by AVDCS
volunteers in groups not exceeding 4 persons. It is essential that no work is undertaken on or near
the carriageway.
Some areas of ground should be lightly scarified with wire rakes in order to encourage germination
of annuals such as Yellow Rattle and Common Centaury. In addition, it may be desirable to create
some scallops of shorter grass on the banks during the growing season to provide some more
suitable Glow-worm habitat. In exceptional circumstances it may be necessary to spot treat any
pernicious weeds using Glyphosate. The alien invasive Three-Corned Leek (Allium triquetrum) is
present nearby and its spread needs to be controlled should it become established. Any spot
treatment must be performed by NPTC trained operatives only. Ragwort should be removed as a
matter of course in order to prevent infestation. Rubbish should be removed.
This management prescription applies to the steep banks only. The roadside verge between the
pavement and the carriageway is not of conservation interest and should be kept short at all times.

Scale drawing showing site in profile

Overview of the Eastern part of the site looking towards Highcliffe Crescent

Project development and community engagement opportunities
The site is in a highly public and accessible position and presents numerous opportunities for
interpretation and engagement projects. The South West Coast Path passes directly through the site
attracting many thousands of walkers every year. People were often observed reading the
temporary signage that was installed for the 2015 growing season and several residents have
offered positive feedback. In time more permanent interpretation signage could be installed.
Further engagement opportunities could take the form of survey and monitoring work undertaken
by local residents. It would be highly desirable to have survey data for the Autumn Ladies Tresses
(Spiranthes spiralis) which grow both on the grassy banks and surrounding garden lawns. This could
be achieved using community participation.
If the scheme proves successful it may be possible to extend it to other suitable areas and perhaps
make links with the Seaton Jurassic visitor centre and the Natural Seaton festival initiative.
The arisings would make an excellent source for green hay seeding projects.

Interpretation signage installed during summer 2015

Site Specific Safety Statement

Location- Beer Rd (B3172), Seaton, Devon EX12 2PS
Grid ref- SY 237 899
Beer Rd is a moderately busy B road connecting Seaton and Beer. Traffic at peak times can be steady
but is considerably lighter and often quiet outside of the early mornings and late afternoons. Work
can only be undertaken with the supervision of operatives who between them hold all of the
following qualifications



Chapter 8 signing, lighting and guarding streetworks qualification (Rob Beard)
Lantra or NPTC strimmer/ brushcutter qualification (Rob Beard, Martin Drake, Doug Rudge)
First Aid qualification (Rob Beard, Martin Drake, Doug Rudge)

Method statement
The cutting work will be undertaken by trained operatives. Untrained volunteers can assist with the
raking and bagging of arisings. No more than 4 persons working on site at any one time due to the
level of supervision required. One person to act as banksman during the cutting in order to keep a
look out for passing vehicles and approaching pedestrians. Banksman to be equipped with a whistle
in case visual contact with strimmer operatives fails. No cutting within 15 metres of pedestrians or
passing vehicles. Chapter 8 men at work signage to be installed at top and bottom of work site. All
operatives to wear Hi-Vis vests. All operatives to wear ear and eye protection and strimmer
operatives to wear gloves and safety boots. Equipment and tools to be stored safely on site and
footway must remain unobstructed. It is essential that no work is undertaken on or near the
carriageway.

Risk Assessment

Activity: Grassland management
Location: Beer Rd, Seaton, Devon, EX12 2PS
People at risk: AVDCS operatives/ members of the public
Mobile phone: Phone signal good. In event of emergency dial 999
Evacuation point: By road from Highcliffe Crescent, EX12 2PS, grid ref SY 237 899
Nearest hospital minor injuries: Axminster Hospital, Chard Rd, Axminster, Devon, EX13 5DU
01297 630400
Nearest hospital A+E: Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital, Barrack Rd, Exeter, EX2 5DW
01392 411611

Hazard
Road Traffic

Risk
Being struck by
vehicles

Strimmers/
brushcutters

Being struck by
flying debris.
Striking objects
hidden in grass.
Being struck by
cutting head. Hand
arm vibration
syndrome
Slips, trips and falls

X

Fatigue,
hypothermia,
exposure, sunburn,
increased risk of
slips and trips
Unexpected illness

X

Steep and uneven
terrain

Adverse weather
conditions

Unexpected illness

Ticks

Lyme and other
tick borne diseases

Dragging, lifting,
manual handling.
Use of hand tools

Muscular or
skeletal damage.
Cuts, laceration or
piercing
Fire, skin irritation

Fuel/ petrol





H

M

L
X

Control
No work undertaken on or near
the carriageway. Hi-Vis to be
worn at all times.
Banksman to keep watch. No
cutting within 15m of
pedestrians or vehicles. Only
qualified operatives to use
power tools. Full PPE to be worn.
Maintain safe working distances
of 5m. Do not work for extended
periods without breaks.
Work from top and bottom of
steep banks. No working in wet
conditions. Take care carrying
tools. Ensure adequate sturdy
footwear is worn. Store tools and
equipment safely.
Do not work in adverse weather
conditions.

X

Ensure sufficient trained first
aiders on site. First aid kits to be
kept on site at all times. Seek
medical advice.
Check clothing regularly and
wear long sleeves trousers. Treat
bites promptly. Seek medical
advice if required.
Ensure participants know correct
lifting techniques. Gloves to be
worn when using any cutting
edge tool.
Use combi can nozzle to reduce
spillage. No smoking. Rinse
spillage and fuel on level surface.

X

X

X

X

First Aid kits should be present at all times
Participants should be fit and able
A copy of this risk assessment to be kept on site at all times

Signed:
Date:
Axe Vale and District Conservation Society 2015
www.axevaleconservation.org.uk

