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Introduction

1.1

Project Introduction

This document has been produced as a starting point to help community
action for wildlife. By starting to bring together knowledge of the natural assets
of the Parish, it may go some way to achieving its aim of contributing to - and
stimulating ideas for – local action.
It should be emphasised that it is just a beginning. It does not represent a
comprehensive account of the Parish and is based very largely on existing
records held by the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre (DBRC). There will be
a wealth of local knowledge that can be used to build upon and improve this
report. Indeed, it is important that it is seen as a ‘living document’ and one
that belongs to the Parish. It is hoped that it will be added to and refined by
the people of Bradford Parish in future years.
1.2

Summary of Parish

Bradford, which is situated within the Culm Measures of North Devon is an
area rich in culm grassland, wet woodland, marshy grassland, mire and willow
and alder carr. The rocks which underlie the area are mainly carboniferous
slates, shales and sandstones which give rise to the acidic soil, make farming
difficult and culm grassland abundant. The wet habitats support a diverse
array of plants, insects, birds and mammals. The Parish also has extensive
areas of coniferous plantation which is well suited to the acidic soils and
provides a valuable income in areas too poor for agriculture.
Approximately 40% of the Parish comprises of sites which are designated or
proposed for nature conservation with the two Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI), five County Wildlife Sites (CWS) and seventeen Unidentified
Wildlife Sites (UWS). Dominant habitats within the Parish include improved
and semi improved grassland, culm and marshy grassland, species rich
hedgerows, ponds, coppiced woodlands and broadleaved copses. These
habitats in turn support wildlife such marsh fritillary butterfly, snipe, curlew and
grass snake together with several rare plants and a large number of species
of lichen.
Water is an important feature of the Parish with the river Torridge forming the
eastern boundary and tributaries of the Torridge running throughout the site.
The presence of several watercourses within the Parish has contributed to the
general character of the habitats with patches of culm and marshy grassland,
wet flushes, ditches and wet woodland being common. The river Torridge is
an important linear habitat and provides a valuable aquatic corridor for a
variety of organisms such as otters, kingfisher and dippers whilst the
woodland and wetlands surrounding it offer a host of diverse opportunities for
land based mammals such as badgers, deer and bats together with many
types of plants.
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The majority of the Parish is grazed by livestock such as sheep and cattle;
this has been an important factor in the preservation of hedgerows as there
has not been the requirement to increase field sizes as there often is in arable
farming. Many of the hedgerows in the Parish are considered to be species
rich which may result in them being protected under the Hedgerow
Regulations 1997.
Woodland is another key feature of the Parish. Much of it is plantation
woodland owned by the Forestry Commission and managed commercially for
timber, although the edges are mainly planted with broadleaved trees and
adjacent to rivers and streams, woodland is often wet. This habitat supports a
variety of nesting and foraging bird life as well as dormice and potentially bats.
Woodland also supports lower plants such as mosses, ferns and fungi.
Access around the Parish is served by one long-distance trail – the Ruby Trail
– as well as several other footpaths and bridle paths. All of these paths, as
well as areas of open access land, offer people a chance to discover the
Parish’s rich wildlife. There is scope for creating a wildlife walking trail which
would also include green lanes.
Wildlife highlights of the Parish are:
•
•
•
•

Dunsland Park and Whiteleigh Meadows SSSI
River Torridge with its variety of rare and protected organisms such as
otter
Wet habitats such as culm and marshy grassland
Species-rich ancient hedges and wet ditches
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2

Desk Study

DBRC have undertaken a data search for designated habitats and species
within the Parish of Bradford. Below is a summary of the designated habitats.
DBRC have recorded a high number of protected and notable species within
and in close proximity to the Parish of Bradford, many of which are associated
with the designated sites. These are discussed in Section 3. Full details of the
data search are presented in Appendix 1.
2.1

Habitats

Two SSSIs are notified by Natural England (formerly known as English
Nature) because of their plants, animals or geological features (the latter are
geological SSSIs or gSSSI). SSSI’s are statutory designations with legal
implications and as such Natural England needs to be consulted before any
operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. In addition, a
number of non-statutory County Wildlife Sites (CWS) and Unconfirmed
County Wildlife Sites (UWS) were recorded. CWS’s are areas of county
importance for wildlife, which are designated on the basis of the habitat or
known presence of a particular species. UWS’s are sites which have been
identified as having potential wildlife interest, but have not yet been fully
surveyed.
Dunsland Park SSSI
This site is approximately 26.8 ha in size and is situated to the central western
area of the Parish. This SSSI has been designated for its very rich lichen
flora, containing many nationally rare species, and for the presence of several
rare invertebrates. The site varies in altitude from 100-160m AOD. It contains
parkland on the slopes with scattered ancient oak, ash, lime and beech and
willow and alder carr surrounding old fish ponds on the valley floor. Several
flushed areas are also present on the slopes with well developed tall herb
communities.
The undisturbed nature of the site and the high humidity in the carr have
allowed the development of exceptionally diverse lichen communities. 163
species of lichen have been recorded.
Key habitats:
• Wood pasture and Parkland/Parkland and Wood pasture (UKBAP &
DBAP)
Whiteleigh Meadows SSSI
Whiteleigh Meadows lies to the south of Bradford, with approximately half of
the SSSI lying within the Parish boundary. The site covers a large area of
approximately 81.7ha. The site is a largely traditionally managed area of
unimproved botanically rich grassland of a type which has much decreased in
extent in recent years. The vegetation consists almost entirely of marshy

Report 07/139b Parish Biodiversity Audit – Bradford Parish

3

grassland with purple moor grass the most abundant species present. Other
species present include heath grass, sweet vernal grass, sharp-flowered rush,
petty whin, and deer grass. In areas of very poorly drained ground a different
plant community of soft rush, compact rush, marsh pennywort and bogbean
are found. The fauna present at the site include breeding curlew and adder.
Key habitats:
• Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pastures/Rhos pasture (UKBAP/DBAP)
• Rivers/Rivers,
streams,
floodplain
and
fluvial
processes
(UKBAP/DBAP)
Key species:
• Curlew (UKBAP/DBAP)
• Adder (UKBAP)
Cookbury Wick CWS
This site lies to the east of the Parish, with the majority of the designated area
extending outside of the Parish boundary. Cookbury Wick comprises of 12.6
ha of culm grassland, broadleaved woodland and semi-improved grassland.
The area is dominated by rush to the north and purple moor grass is locally
abundant. A small pond is present within the site which supports a number of
species of damselflies. In addition, a small area of scrubby woodland is
present to the south of the site which is dominated by willow. Two notable
plant species have been recorded within the site: wavy St John’s wort and
round-leaved crowfoot. At the time of the CWS survey in 2005, the site was
managed under stewardship. The site has potential to support marsh fritillary
butterflies.
Dunsland CWS
This CWS lies to the west of the Parish. It comprises of approximately 7.7 ha
of culm grassland, with some woodland and scrub around the periphery. The
site is dominated by two large fields comprising of purple moor grass with a
number of sedge species and scattered birch scrub. The site is managed by
grazing.
Henscott CWS
This small site extends to 1.6 ha and is dominated by culm grassland.
Species recorded include purple moor grass, meadowsweet and angelica.
Some marginal willow scrub is present. When a survey was undertaken of the
site in 1989 the habitat remained ungrazed.
Brandis Corner CWS
This 13.5 ha site lies to the south of the Parish. Brandis Corner has been
designated for its culm grassland habitat. The site comprises of a series of
fields which have never been intensively managed. The habitat is dominated
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by rushes with abundant moss and some sedge species. Barn owl, snipe and
woodcock have all been recorded within the site.
Lashbrook CWS
This site lies adjacent to the north-eastern boundary of the Parish. Lashbrook
is a small CWS of 6 ha which has been designated for its culm grassland
interest. The site is a complex of grassland and woodland with a small stream.
The area to the west of the site is a high quality area of largely unmanaged
mixed habitats including wet woodland, rush pasture and grassland habitats.
UWS
A further seventeen UWS are distributed throughout the Parish boundary.
These support a range of potentially valuable habitats including culm
grassland, broadleaved woodland, unimproved grassland, ponds, wet
woodland and rush pasture. Although the majority of the sites are fairly small
in size (less than 10 ha), four of the sites extend to nearly 30 ha in size.
Ruby Trail
The Cookbury and Bradford Ruby Trail runs in a circular route around the
central northern area of the Parish, north of Holemoor. The Ruby Trails are a
series of circular trails around a number of Prishes in the north and west
Devon area. The Cookbury and Bradford trail was subject to an ecological
survey in 2003. The information from this survey was utilised in interpreting
and raising awareness of the trail and the surrounding countryside. The trail
was summarised as ‘a pleasant trail which follows quiet lanes with trimmed
hedges varying in species richness’. The adjacent land is farmed at a
relatively low intensity, and much of the grassland along the route is semiimproved and left as tall grasses. It was considered that these areas may be
unimproved meadows. Several attractive green lanes were recorded, with
species-rich hedges providing valuable wildlife corridors. Some of these areas
were almost linear woodlands. Signs of badger and deer were found along the
route and a raven was heard.

2.2

The Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).

The Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) describes the key actions needed
to look after 37 of Devon’s most important habitats and species. It does not
stand alone, but is part of a much wider process aimed at conserving our
biodiversity. A number of these 37 habitats and species have been identified
within the Parish of Bradford.
The Devon BAP is a direct descendent of a process started at the famous
‘Earth Summit’ held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. At this summit, world leaders
pledged to halt and reverse the loss of the planet’s biodiversity. For its part,
the UK government produced a series of Action Plans for a great many
threatened habitats and species. These national plans have been joined by a
series of regional Action Plans aimed at providing a more local perspective.
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The Devon BAP builds on this endeavour, identifying local priorities and
providing targets and plans of action for the County.
All of this work has one aim: to encourage practical action on the ground. Its
success depends on us all.
Biodiversity links:
•

The Devon BAP can be viewed at www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity. This
site also contains links to other nature conservation issues relevant to
Devon, such as information on hedges. If you do not have access to the
internet and require paper copies of relevant sections of the Devon BAP
please contact Devon County Council’s Biodiversity Officer on 01392
382804.

•

Details of biodiversity planning in the South West region can be viewed at
www.swbiodiversity.org.uk.

•

National Action Plans can be viewed at www.ukbap.org.uk. This site also
contains useful background information on UK biodiversity action planning.
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3

Field Survey

3.1

Habitats

Several areas which are of ecological interest were identified during the field
survey. This are discussed below in alphabetical order. Please see Appendix
3 for a map of some of the habitats recorded during the field survey visit within
the Parish of Bradford.
3.1.1 Broadleaved woodland
Several areas of broadleaved woodland were recorded within the Parish.
Great Sarrel Wood UWS is dominated by beech, with an understorey of ivy,
bracken and holly. The woodland is surrounded by dense hedgerows and a
ditch network. A number of species of bird were recorded within the woodland
including robin, pheasant, blackbird, crow, wren, magpie and buzzard. Week
Park Plantation is a coniferous plantation owned by the Forestry Commission
which forms the southern boundary of the Parish. The woodland as a whole is
considered to be species poor, however a linear strip of broadleaved
woodland is present along the river Torridge on the very edge of the
plantation. This is mainly hazel coppice dominated woodland with several wet
flushes and marshy areas. Although no evidence of dormice activity (such as
characteristically eaten nuts) was found, the hazel woodland is considered
suitable for this species
Staddonmoor UWS is broadleaved plantation woodland to the north of the
A3072. This woodland comprises of dense hazel stools with birch and semimature oak. Ground flora recorded was diverse including ivy, garlic,
watercress, dog’s mercury, opposite leaved golden saxifrage and foxglove.
This woodland is a little immature to offer a suitable habitat for dormice, but it
is considered likely that over the coming years it will develop into an excellent
habitat for this species.
During the survey visit two areas of newly planted broadleaved woodlands
were observed. The planting included a range of species such as oak, ash,
hawthorn, holly, blackthorn etc. These woodlands had been planted within
areas of agricultural grassland and included measures to prevent grazing by
rabbit and deer. It is considered likely that once these areas have matured
they will offer a valuable habitat for many species of plant and animal.
Broadleaved mixed and yew woodland is listed as a UK BAP habitat. This
type includes all broadleaved and yew stands and mixed broadleaved and
coniferous stands which have more than 20% of the cover made up of
broadleaved and yew trees. It also includes patches of scrub of above 0.25ha
which form a continuous canopy. Areas of recently felled broadleaved
woodland are also included in this type, along with other integral features of
woodland such as glades and rides.
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3.1.2 Churchyard
The semi-improved grassland in the Churchyard at Bradford has a long sward
(up to 30 cm) with a number of broadleaved herb species including lesser
celandine, snowdrops and daffodils. The churchyard is surrounded by
hedgebanks with overgrown lime pollards, coppiced hazel and the occasional
yew and ash. The church is considered to offer many potential roosting
features for bats, particularly in the tower.
Some of the older gravestones have extensive lichen growths on them and
these should not be scraped or washed off. A lichen expert should be able to
provide a species list and identify any rarities. Lichens are very slow-growing
and many are dependant on pure unpolluted air.
Built up areas and Gardens are listed on the UK BAP, while Cities, Towns and
Villages are listed on the Devon BAP as a habitat of conservation concern.
The UK BAP for this habitat covers all places within a largely built-up
environment, in cities, towns and villages, which offer opportunities for the
enjoyment of wildlife and the earth sciences, including parks (but excluding
ancient formal parkland), graveyards, amenity grasslands, school playing
fields, gardens and allotments. People in the built environment benefit from
daily contact with wildlife and natural green spaces in many different ways;
trees help keep down levels of air-borne pollution; parks and other public
green spaces provide a welcome escape from vehicles and a safe and
stimulating environment for children’s play; gardens and allotments provide
people with intimate contact with greenery and wildlife; in fact a large part of
what people in towns and cities call “quality of life” is provided by access to
wildlife in one form or another. Wildlife conservation projects in towns and
cities help to bring local communities together in a concerted way which few
other activities can achieve, as well as being a way in which people can
positively work to improve their local environment.

3.1.3 Culm grassland
A number of larger areas of culm grassland were identified within the Parish;
these are statutorily designated sites such as Whiteleigh Meadow on the
southern boundary. Small areas of culm have mainly been identified using
aerial photographs and as such are currently identified as UWS’s. Much of the
grassland within the Bradford parish is wet, marshy or comprised of rushy
pasture suggesting the culm areas were previously far more extensive than at
present. Many areas still exist in valley bottoms or on the sides of steep
slopes, for example at Dippermill, south of the village of Bradford and in the
fields to the north of Lashbrook Moor Plantation. Within the Weekpark
Plantation, there is also an area of re-growing conifers within a culm
grassland landscape.
Purple moor grass and rush pastures are listed as Priority Habitats on the UK
BAP. Culm grassland (also know as Rhos pasture) is listed on the Devon BAP
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as a habitat of conservation concern. Rhôs pasture is arguably Devon’s most
important habitat, in the sense that the County contains a particularly large
proportion of the UK resource (estimated as 80% of the extent of the habitat in
England, or 8% of that in the UK as a whole), and the County’s Rhôs pasture
sites support some of Devon’s most threatened species. Rhôs pasture is
characterised most particularly by purple moor grass, the tussocky deciduous
grass which gives Rhôs its distinctive pale brown colour in winter, and for
which it is sometimes locally known as the ‘white lands’ (e.g. Whiteleigh
Meadow - white meadow).
3.1.4 Gardens
Gardens are a haven for wildlife and with so many natural habitats now
disappearing from the countryside, gardens are becoming increasingly
important refuges for all kinds of wild animals. Gardens also provide essential
links between other areas of wildlife habitat. Several species have been
recorded from gardens in Bradford Parish including common woodland birds,
mammals and reptiles.
Built up areas and Gardens are listed on the UK BAP, while Cities, Towns and
Villages are listed on the Devon BAP as a habitat of conservation concern.
The Plans includes gardens. See Section 3.1.2 for further details.
3.1.5 Green lanes
A green lane can be defined as an unmetalled track with field boundaries
either side. These boundaries may be banks, hedges, woodland edge, stone
walls or fences and often features such as ditches or streams are
incorporated within the lanes. The combination of the track, its boundaries
and associated features create a landscape unit with its own microclimate and
ecology. These sheltered conditions within lanes are of great importance to
butterfly populations and may be more botanically species-rich than single
hedge boundaries. There is a green lane between Bradford and Priestacott
and through Great Sarrel Wood. Both green lanes are lined with hedgebanks
and mature trees and the banks support wildflowers such as bluebell and
primrose.
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Green lanes are often lined with hedgerows and trees
3.1.6 Marshy grassland
Within the Parish several large areas of marshy grassland were noted. These
are dominated by soft rush, with occasional creeping thistle and dock species.
They were mainly grazed by sheep and often occupied the lower slopes of
fields within close proximity to small streams.
3.1.7 Orchard
A young apple orchard was noted within two fields to the west of Bradford
Church. It is understood that the orchard comprises of cider apple trees and at
the time of the visit the grassland ground flora of the orchard was being
grazed by sheep.
Traditional Orchards have recently been listed as a priority habitat on the new
UK BAP list. At the time of writing, a detailed action plan for traditional
orchards had not yet been complied.
3.1.8 Pine plantation
Large conifer plantations were noted on the southern and western boundary
of the Parish. Weekpark Plantation and Bramble Wood are owned by the
Forestry Commission and managed commercially for timber. Pine plantations
are generally considered to be of lower ecological value than broadleaved
woodland although they can provide good feeding areas for the moths,
beetles and other insects which are a food source for foraging bats.
Plantations are also know to support dormice.
3.1.9 Ponds
Several ponds were noted within the Parish including a number of ponds
associated with residential dwellings, wet grassland fields and wet woodlands.
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Priestacott pond which has been identified as an UWS, is a large circular
pond surrounded by broadleaved woodland. Species recorded include oak,
ash, bramble, hawthorn and a variety of grasses suited to marshy conditions.
No marginal or emergent vegetation was observed around the pond. A small
grassy island is present within the centre of the pond which supports a
number of small hawthorn trees. This island is considered to be suitable for
nesting birds such as ducks or coots.
Ponds, streams and wetlands have value for many types of wildlife, including
amphibians, invertebrates, birds, mammals and plants. They also have a high
amenity and educational value, particularly for children.
Ponds have recently been listed as a priority habitat on the new UK BAP list.
At the time of writing, a detailed action plan for ponds had not yet been
complied.
3.1.10 Rivers, Streams and Ditches
There are a number of rivers, streams and ditch networks with the Bradford
Parish. These watercourses feed into the naturally wet landscape producing
features such as culm and marshy grassland, wet woodland and wet flushes.
The river Torridge forms the eastern boundary and a tributary of the river
forms part of the southern boundary of the Parish. The tributary is slow and
meandering frequently breaking into smaller runnels which give rise to wet
flushes and marshy areas. A number of wet ditches are present adjacent to
country lanes and hedge banks within the Parish. Species noted within them
include watercress, fools watercress, water dropwort, marsh forget-me-not,
duckweed and opposite leaved golden saxifrage.
Rivers are listed as a priority habitat on the new UK BAP and Rivers and
Streams are listed under the Broad Habitat action plans, while Rivers,
Streams, Floodplains and Fluvial Processes are listed on the Devon BAP as
habitats of conservation concern in Devon. Rivers and streams are among the
most valued elements of our natural environment in Devon, both in terms of
the characteristic wildlife that they support, but also and perhaps more
fundamentally, as a source of water which is the basis for all life, human and
non-human alike. Rivers and their valleys are important wildlife corridors
along which animals and plants move to new areas of habitat. Devon’s rivers
and streams have created much of its landscape character. Fluvial processes
have carved valleys and created floodplains. Their well-being underpins much
of our characteristic wildlife habitats and species, as well as the most
fundamental activities of man. Rivers are subject to pressures, both direct and
indirect, from a wide range of human activities. Modern agricultural practices
in this predominantly rural area can result in increased sediment and nutrient
run-off. An expanding population results in increased demands for water and
building land. Flood defence and other river management activities can result
in significant modification to the physical structure and natural processes of
rivers.
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A tributary of the River Torridge
3.1.11 Roadside verges
Roadside verges within the Parish which were of particular note during the
field survey include those surrounding Priestacott which were up to 4m in
width with a long sward. A diverse range of species were recorded within this
habitat including ramsons, dog violet, cut-leaved crane’s bill, colt’s foot, field
forget-me-not, snowdrop and cow parsley. Verges offer an excellent habitat
for foraging reptiles such as slowworms and common lizards.
Roadside verges often support flower-rich grassland, as well as a variety of
semi-natural habitats including calcareous grassland, neutral grassland, acid
grassland, heathland, open water (ditches), broadleaved woodland, scrub,
hedgerows and walls. They may also support populations of scarce or
declining species of flora and/or fauna, some of which enjoy statutory
protection. Linear grassland habitats provide a valuable wildlife resource.
Verges provide shelter and food for a variety of species from small mammals,
to birds of prey and insects.
Devon has a very substantial resource of roadside verges; approximately
14,000 km of roads, corresponding to about 2,000 ha of roadside verge.
However, of this very large resource, the area which is species-rich is
relatively small and localised in distribution.
Devon County Council (DCC) and the Highways Agency manage roadside
verges to incorporate prescriptions to maintain or enhance wildlife interests.
DCC operate a Special Verge Scheme to manage areas of particular wildlife
or amenity value. These verges are protected from damaging activities, and
grass cutting is limited to specific periods to avoid the destruction of attractive
stands of wildflowers.
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3.1.12 Species-rich hedges
Hedgerows are often an essential corridor for the movement of wildlife and
may support many animals and plants. Most of the hedgerows within the
Bradford Parish are species rich hedgerows grown on top of an earth or stone
faced bank and often adjacent to a wet ditch. Species typically include oak,
hazel, hawthorn, ash, elm, field maple, elder and holly (in places frequent)
with mature standing trees of either oak (English) or ash. However very few
hedgerows display signs of traditional management in the form of steeping.
Larger fields are present particularly towards the northern extent of the Parish
which probably indicates extensive hedgerow loss in recent years.
Hedgerows tend to be taken for granted as they always seem to be there,
providing such a constant in a familiar landscape. However, they do require
regular attention to keep them in good condition. That so many are still in
good condition is a testament to the skill and hard work of generations of
farmers. But there are changes even in the oldest hedgelines as the way the
majority are managed has altered. There is now less farm labour available
and more reliance on mechanical flailing rather than traditional hedge laying
(or, as it is known in Devon, ‘steeping’).
Even the mechanical cutting has changed as reciprocating cutters that could
cut shrub stems cleanly have given way to tractor-mounted flails which can
tackle slightly older growth but at the expense of every stem being shattered.
Flailing can actually promote bud development (on hawthorn, for example,
research indicates that severe damage to the end of a branch encourages
shoot development further down in the base of the plant which can help to
thicken it up). However, flailing can also leave shrubs susceptible to infection.
As individual hedge plants die, they leave gaps which render the hedge less
effective and which would in the past have been filled when the hedge was
next steeped. Many of the hedges in the Parish are regularly flailed or
trimmed leaving them a neat box shape.
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Traditionally steeped hedgerows are becoming a thing of the past.
With the advent of mechanical hedge-trimming has come another change - it
is now possible to trim all the hedges on a farm in one year. It is this that
perhaps has had the most impact on the vertebrate wildlife. Fruiting and
seeding species are very much less productive and there is a different and
less varied structure. Also, shrubs that do produce a good berry crop are
sometimes cut in the early autumn before the birds, particularly the migrants,
can gain any advantage from this food source. A couple of generations ago,
many hedges on a farm might have been cut less frequently, allowing them to
be much more productive in the meantime.
Recognising these changes does allow choices in the way hedges are
managed in the future. Hedges can be cut on a two or even three year
rotation. Alternatively, perhaps only one or two of the three ‘faces’ (the top
and the two sides) could be cut in any one year. This wouldn’t stop road or
drive side hedges being cut from both the safety and visual aspects but for the
majority of hedges it would have two major benefits: it would take less time
(and hence cost) and it would benefit wildlife! However, whatever pattern of
cutting is adopted, “all hedges, except perhaps holly, will need laying or
coppicing sooner or later because they will become thin at the base. This is
the best form of long-term management” (Devon’s hedges: Conservation and
management, Devon County Council / Devon Hedge Group).
Once it was realised nationally that many thousands of kilometres of
hedgerow were being lost annually and that something ought to be done
about it, the Hedgerow Regulations (made under Section 97 of the
Environment Act 1995) were introduced in England and Wales in 1997 to
protect them. The Regulations are intended to prevent the removal of most
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countryside hedgerows without first submitting a hedgerow removal notice to
the local planning authority. The local planning authorities are only able to
require the retention of ‘important’ hedgerows. The Regulations then set out
criteria to be used by the local authority in determining which hedgerows are
important (Bickmore, 2002).
In such a clearly agricultural landscape, the hedgerows and hedgebanks
represent continuity as features in the landscape and provide a significant
wildlife resource at a time when the fields themselves are being more
intensively used. The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK Steering Group, 1995)
lists ancient and or species-rich hedgerows as one of its priority habitats.
Various definitions of species-rich hedges have been used in different parts of
the country but it would not be unreasonable to treat a hedge that has five or
more woody species in a 30 metre length as a ‘species-rich’ one.
Hedgerows are listed on the revised UK BAP, while species-rich hedges are
listed on the Devon BAP as a habitat of conservation concern in Devon. Many
of the hedges within the Parish of Bradford would be classified as speciesrich. The hedges also provide sheltered corridors though areas of farmland;
they link copses and woodlands and probably support a good variety of
invertebrates. Species rich hedgerows of note include those along the green
lane between Bradford and Priestacott, hedgerows within Priestacott some of
which are steeped and those which are present between Priestacott and
Kithill.
3.1.13 Wet woodland
Wet woodland supports a rich lichen flora as well as a diverse invertebrate
flora. Such an abundance of insect food attracts an interesting assemblage of
breeding birds including willow warbler which has been recorded in the
Parish. Wet woodland may also provide lying up areas for otters and suitable
habitat for dormice which have both been recorded within the area by DBRC.
In the Parish there are small areas of wet woodland at Priestacott and
adjacent to Weekpark Plantation. Other areas may also be found elsewhere
on private land.
Wet woodland is a UK BAP Priority Habitat and is also listed on the Devon
BAP as a habitat of conservation concern in Devon. Wet woodland occurs on
poorly drained or seasonally wet soils, usually with alder, birch and willows as
the predominant tree species, but sometimes including ash, oak, pine and
beech on the drier riparian areas. It is found on floodplains, as successional
habitat on fens, mires and bogs, along streams and hillside flushes, and in
peaty hollows. These woodlands occur on a range of soil types including
nutrient-rich mineral and acid, nutrient-poor organic ones.
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3.2

Species

3.2.1 Birds
Birds recorded during the field visit include great tit, grey wagtail, raven,
mallard, skylark, robin, crow, pheasant, wren, magpie, blackbird and buzzard.
The skylark is listed on the UK BAP as a species of conservation concern.
The UK breeding population of skylark on lowland farmland has declined by
54% between 1969 and 1991. Considerable research in recent years has
indicated that the most likely cause of the decline is the increase in the wintersowing of cereals, which restricts opportunities for late-season nesting
attempts because of vegetation height, and may reduce over winter survival
by reducing the area of stubbles. Areas within the Parish which are suitable
nesting sites for this species include: Whiteleigh Meadow, Dippermill and
Brandis Corner.
A significant number of bird species have been recorded within the Parish by
DBRC. Species are generally passerines, a number of which are listed as UK
BAP priority species and also a Red listed species (globally threatened
according to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
criteria) such as bullfinch, spotted fly-catcher, reed bunting, linnet, song thrush
and house sparrow. A number of species are listed as Amber (species with
unfavourable conservation status according to the IUCN criteria) including
dunnock, willow warbler, snipe, house martin, sand martin, swallow, kestrel
and woodcock. Starling and marsh tit have also been recorded. These
species are both included on the red list.
Two species which are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(as amended) have been identified within the Parish. Barn owl and Kingfisher
are both protected under Schedule 1 of the act and are also listed as amber
species. Barn owls are additionally protected under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and are also listed on the Devon
BAP.
The Barn owl is a characteristic and much loved farmland species. Its ghostly
white shape as it quarters the ground along ditches and field margins, in the
half-light of dusk or dawn is surely one of the most evocative sights of the
countryside. Being a specialist small mammal feeder, the presence of the
species is a good indicator of ecologically rich areas of habitat; good barn owl
habitat means good habitat for a range of other animals and plants. Like so
many species of farmland birds, the barn owl has undergone a major decline
during the past 50 years, due to changes in agricultural practices. Losses of
nesting sites due to building decay, demolition or conversions have further
contributed to this decline. Although much less common now than in former
times, the barn owl is still widespread in Devon, and it is estimated that about
350-470 pairs occur in the County (2003 estimate). This said there is a good
deal of scope to bring the barn owl population back towards the levels of its
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heyday, by striving towards a more equitable balance between the needs of
food production and wildlife.
3.2.2 Invertebrates
Due to the time of year little invertebrate life was seen during the survey.
A low number of invertebrates have been recorded within the Parish; however
those which have been identified are of a high conservation value. A single
record of marsh fritillary is present within the Parish. This species is protected
at an International level under the Habitats and Species Directive, as well as
being included on the UK BAP and Devon BAP.
The UK is a major European stronghold of this threatened species. Devon
holds 20% of the known UK colonies (1998 figure) and therefore we in the
County have national obligation to ensure the conservation of this butterfly.
The main threats to the species come from changes in traditional grassland
management and the fragmentation of sites. Marsh fritillaries are thought to
have a “metapopulation” structure, where colonies experience local
extinctions and colonisations, so a viable matrix of suitable habitats is vital to
their survival.
The marsh fritillary in Devon is a butterfly of unimproved damp, neutral or acid
grasslands, found on the Rhôs pastures of the Culm Measures, Dartmoor and
the spring line mires of the Blackdown Hills. Marsh fritillaries in Devon occupy
a specific habitat type – damp, neutral or acidic grassland. This is usually
dominated by tussock forming grasses such as purple moor grass on more
acid soils or tufted hair grass on more neutral soils. Breeding areas are
generally very open and un-shaded, though may be sheltered by scattered
scrub or adjacent woodland. Devil’s bit scabious is the main larval food plant.
Open and un-shaded culm grassland meadows such as Whiteleigh are good
places for marsh fritillary butterflies and sympathetic management will help
them colonise the area. Although over grazing needs to be controlled by
reducing stock density.
Small pearl-bordered fritillaries have also been recorded within the Parish.
This butterfly is listed on the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan as a species of
conservation concern in Devon; it is also a UK Biodiversity Action Plan priority
species.
The pearl-bordered fritillary is a butterfly of woodland clearings, usually in
recently coppiced or clear-felled woodland and well-drained habitats with
mosaics of grass, dense bracken, and light scrub. In all habitats it requires
abundant foodplants growing in short, sparse vegetation, where there is
abundant leaf litter. The most widely used foodplant is common dog-violet
although it can use other violets such as heath dog-violet and marsh violet.
The pearl-bordered fritillary has declined rapidly in recent decades, and
Devon is now considered a national stronghold for the species.
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Open un-shaded culm grassland is suitable for marsh fritillaries
Other butterflies which have been recorded within the Parish include green
hairstreak and grizzled skipper which have been classed as a species which
have experienced substantial local decline in Devon. Grizzled skipper is also
listed as a UK BAP priority species. Wood white have also been recorded
which are a UK BAP priority species and have been listed as a Nationally
Notable B species. This means that this butterfly is known from 100 or fewer
10km squares in the UK.
3.2.3 Mammals
A diverse range of mammals have been recorded within the Bradford Parish.
These are discussed in alphabetical order.
Badger
There are a significant number of records of badgers within Parish Bradford,
with most sightings along roads. Badgers are easily recognizable by the
conspicuous black and white stripes running from the nose to the shoulders.
Badgers feed on earthworms, frogs, rodents, birds, eggs, lizards, insects,
bulbs, seeds and berries and are nocturnal emerging from their setts at dusk.
They live in family groups, or clans, of up to 12 individuals, which occupy a
shared territory of 125-375 acres. The boundaries of the territories are marked
out with odour and defended. Badgers inhabit underground burrows called
setts which consist of several chambers, passages and entrances and are
used by successive generations of badgers. Nesting material is often carried
out of the sett in the day and aired in the sunshine. They are gregarious and
will indulge in playful romping, which helps to strengthen their social bonds.
Evidence of badger activity including foraging, latrines and tracks were
identified within several locations in the Parish.
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Bats
Two species of bat have been recorded within Bradford Parish: common
pipistrelle and brown long-eared bat. All species of British bat are protected
under UK law and International law. This makes it illegal to intentionally kill,
injure or take a bat, or to damage, obstruct or destroy any place that a bat
uses for shelter or protection. Brown long-eared bats have recently been
added to the UK BAP list of Priority Species.
The pipistrelle is Britain’s smallest and most common bat. They vary in colour,
but are usually medium to dark brown on the back and only slightly paler
underneath. They are the most common species in towns. The identification
of two separate species of pipistrelle has only very recently discovered the
common pipistrelle which calls at 45 kHz and the soprano pipistrelle which
calls at 55 kHz. Their flight appears fast and jerky as they dodge about
pursuing small insects, which are caught and eaten in flight. A single
pipistrelle may consume up to 3000 insects in a night.
Buildings are the most favoured roost sites for this species and more than half
of known roosts are in buildings less than 30 years old. Pipistrelles prefer to
roost in very confined spaces around the outside of the building, typical sites
being behind hanging tiles, weather boarding, soffit and barge or eaves
boarding, between roofing felt and roof tiles or in cavity walls. Pipistrelles
rarely enter roof spaces except in the more stable, well-established large
colonies found particularly in older buildings.
Brown long-eared bats are medium sized bats. The ears are nearly as long as
the body but are not always obvious; when at rest they curl their ears back
like rams horns, or tuck them away completely under their wings leaving only
the pointed inner lobe of the ear (the tragus) visible. The Brown Long-eared
bat is the second most common species in Britain and is found throughout the
UK. It has declined in Britain due to changing land use, including modern
intensive agricultural practices, which have resulted in the loss of suitable
feeding habitats and hollow trees for roosting. It is particularly susceptible to
pesticides, especially their use in roofs where it often roosts on exposed
timbers. Many roosts have been found in buildings, particularly older ones
with large open roof spaces. Bats roost singly or in small groups among the
roof timbers of the apex, especially around ridge ends and chimneys, and in
crevices in ridge tiles. The favourite roost sites are often indicated by grease
marks on the timbers.
There are a number of buildings situated within the Parish of Bradford which
would provide excellent roosting opportunities for a number of bat species
such as the church tower in the village of Bradford and number of older farm
buildings within the Stadson Farm complex. In addition, there are a number of
areas which provide suitable foraging habitat for bats. The species rich
hedgerows and woodlands contain a diverse variety of flora species which are
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likely to support an abundance of insects which are a food source for bats.
The habitats are also well connected, which is a requirement for bats which
have been know to avoid crossing gaps in habitats of as little as 10m. Areas
within the Parish which are particularly suitable for foraging bats include over
the pond and woodland at Priestacott ponds and within Great Sarrel
woodland.

Buildings are favoured by common bat species for roosting

Brown hare
Two records of brown hare have been identified within the Parish. This
species is listed on the Devon BAP as a species of Conservation concern. It
appears that there has been a major reduction in the hare population since
the later half of the twentieth century, with indications of a significant decline
during the 1960s, probably connected with changing farming practice, the
increased use of farm machinery and increased use of chemical pesticides,
together perhaps with local increases in predator densities associated with the
decline of keepering.
The brown hare is most common in areas of arable crops, particularly cereals,
and prefers a diversity of crops, including areas of grass leys which provide
food in summer when crops are too tall. Essentially nocturnal, the hare may
use woods, shelterbelts, hedges or fields in which to rest during the day time.
One of the most striking of any animal behaviour is the “boxing” of hares. This
is an aggressive display, normally between male and female hares in spring
and summer, as part of the ritual of courtship. This remarkable behaviour,
though rarely observed, is for many people an evocative symbol of the
traditional agricultural scene.
Deer
Red deer and roe deer have both been recorded within the Parish, although
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there are a greater number of roe deer records. Red deer are the largest wild
terrestrial mammal in Britain - males up to 120cm at shoulder. Red deer
generally stay in all male or all female herds for most of the year. Herd size
varies from a few deer to over 100 deer. Social organisation in female herds is
based on family groups. Family groups consist of a dominant hind with her
dependent offspring. Family groups share overlapping ranges. In male herds,
stags form sub-groups of unrelated individuals for varying periods.
Roe deer are a medium sized deer which live in woodland, preferably
deciduous with open patches of ground. Adults live alone or in small groups of
up to about a dozen individuals, sometimes more. A male living alone ejects
other male roe deer from his territory. A female living alone lives on a range
which overlaps with the ranges of other roe deer.
Roe deer were flushed out of the woodland adjacent to Whiteleigh Meadows
and tracks or slots were noted along the green lane between Bradford and
Priestacott, in Great Sarrel woodland and Weekpark Plantation.
Dormouse
The common dormouse has been recorded on a number of occasions within
the Parish. Sightings have been made in woodland including Weekpark Wood
and the woods to the east of Henscott Farm. The dormouse is listed on both
the UK and Devon BAP as a species of conservation concern. Nationally, the
dormouse has experienced a marked contraction in range in recent decades,
and has become extinct in up to seven counties where it occurred in the last
century, representing about half of its former range.
In Devon, the dormouse appears to be holding its own, and the County is now
a major stronghold for the species. However, no detailed quantification of
population change has been possible, due to lack of comparable data over
time. Having said this, indirect evidence, from the losses of hedgerow length
and declines in quality of hedgerows and woodlands that have occurred in the
County over the past few decades, indicates that dormice have probably
declined in a similar fashion.
Habitat which is suitable for dormice within the Bradford Parish includes
Staddonmoor hazel and birch plantation and Great Sarrel woodland; in
addition several of the species rich hedgerows may also be suitable.
Hedgehog
A single record of a hedgehog has been identified near to Brandis corner.
This species is listed on the UK BAP as a priority species. The hedgehog is
common in parks, gardens and farmland throughout mainland Britain and
Ireland Hedgehogs prefer woodland edges, hedgerows and suburban habitats
where there is plenty of food for them. Intensively farmed arable land is
probably a poor habitat, as are moorlands and dense conifer forests. They eat
beetles, worms, caterpillars, slugs and almost anything they can catch, but
little plant material. They will take eggs and chicks of ground-nesting birds
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though rarely in large numbers and far fewer than foxes or crows. The biggest
threat to hedgehogs is probably habitat loss, with the change from pastoral
farming to arable crops, over the last 30 years. The use of chemicals in
gardens and for intensive farming kills the creatures hedgehogs need for food
and may also poison them directly. Many are also killed on the roads.
Hedgehogs may become locally scarce or even disappear, but nationwide
extinction is unlikely. Nevertheless, hedgehogs appear to be in decline. The
total population is unknown. Hedgehogs survive well in gardens, particularly
assisted by food put out for them. This should be encouraged because
modern tidy gardens may not otherwise provide sufficient food. Gardens can
also be hazardous. Strimmers cut back rank vegetation in the very places
hedgehogs lie up during the day, causing serious wounds to the sleeping
animals. Hedgehogs hibernate under garden bonfire heaps. These should
always be turned over before being burnt.
Much of the habitat within Bradford Parish is potentially suitable for
hedgehogs as many thick hedgerows have been retained and most of the
land is under pasture which supports a greater population of invertebrates.
Otter
Otters have been recorded on a number of occasions within the Parish, often
along the River Torridge. Formerly widespread throughout the UK, the otter
underwent a rapid decline in numbers from the 1950s to 1970s and was
effectively lost from midland and south-eastern counties of England by the
1980s. Populations remain in Wales, south-west England and much of
Scotland, where sea loch and coastal colonies comprise one of the largest
populations in Europe. There is also a significant population of otters in
Northern Ireland. The decline now appears to have halted and sightings are
being reported in former habitats. Devon has an internationally important otter
population and otters are now found on most watercourses and wetlands
throughout the County. Otters are even now recolonising areas where they
were thought to have been lost during the 60’s and 70’s. The most serious
threat to otters today is from road kills, with many animals sadly reported dead
each year.
The otter is listed on both the UK and the Devon BAP as a species of
conservation concern. Habitat which is suitable for otters within the Bradford
Parish includes the river Torridge and its many tributaries. In addition culm
grassland adjacent to streams may provide suitable resting places for otters
particularly if it is relatively undisturbed such as within Whiteleigh Meadows.

3.2.4 Plants
Plant species noted on a visit on the survey visit undertaken on 18th March
2008 are listed in Appendix 2. Species of particular interest include bluebell
and primrose.
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Bluebell
Wild bluebells are protected in Britain with respect to sale under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 and are classified as a UK Biodiversity Action Plan
species of conservation concern, although not a priority species. Bluebells
were noted during the field survey in Bradford churchyard, on the road verges
within Priestacott and on the banks of the green lane between Bradford and
Priestacott.
A number of plant species have been recorded by DBRC including numerous
records of wavy St John’s-wort which is a Nationally Scare species that is also
included on the Devon Notable 2 list and marsh cinquefoil which is listed as a
Devon Notable 3 species. These species are common in damp areas, and are
indicative of the culm habitats that are frequently present in Cookworthy
Parish. Additional species recorded include bladder sedge which is a Devon
Notable 1 species which is usually found by fresh water.
Additional records include Whorled caraway which is included on the Devon
Notable 2 list and French hales which is included within the Devon Whitebean
and related species BAP as well as being listed as Nationally Scarce and a
Devon Notable 1 species (found in 1-25 2km squares in the Atlas of Devon
Flora 1984). Whitebeams are attractive and interesting trees; the foliage of
many of them is unusual in that the underside of the leaves are suffused with
white, and they produce colourful orange-brown or red/scarlet berries in
autumn. Although the best-known member of the genus Sorbus in Devon is
the rowan or mountain ash, the County is also home to other scarcer species,
some of which occur nowhere else in the world. Indeed Devon is one of the
richest counties in Britain for whitebeams. Considering the fact that the entire
population of some of the species consist of just a handful of known trees in a
few localised areas, they are highly vulnerable, both to habitat loss or
degradation and to more individual hazards, such as specimen collection.
Primroses have been recorded in the Parish by DBRC and were noted in
several locations throughout the Parish during the field survey. The primrose
is listed on the Devon BAP as it is intended to help to raise public awareness
of the need to conserve commonplace and characteristic elements of Devon’s
countryside. The primrose is not rare in Devon, but it may act as an indicator
species to the health of Devon’s environment, and by conserving the
primrose, we may help to conserve some of the habitats in which it is found.
These include woodlands, hedges, road verges and churchyards.
In addition to these vascular plants, an ascomycete fungus Hypocreopsis
rhododendri which is a UK BAP priority species has been recorded within a
1km radius of the site. This species was first found on Rhododendron
maximum in North Carolina in 1888, and was thought to be confined to North
America on rhododendrons until it was discovered in Britain in the 1970s.
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Here, it has mainly been found growing on standing, dead stems of hazel, but
has also been recorded on living hazel branches, cut hazel branches and
living and dead branches of blackthorn. Its pale tan, bracket-like appearance
with extending finger-like lobes is both distinctive and conspicuous. One of its
best recorded sites is woodland which had not been coppiced or thinned for
many years and therefore contained a considerable amount of standing deadwood, much of which was hazel. Its sites include coastal hazel woods which
are often rich in lichens but which are also scarce and limited in extent. H.
rhododendri in Britain is known from a few sites around the Devon and
Cornwall border and from several sites in western Scotland. The distribution
of its known sites very much suggests that this species may have a western
distribution in the British Isles, indeed it is strongly oceanic in other parts of its
world range, but this needs to be substantiated. In Great Britain this species is
classified as Vulnerable. It receives general protection under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. Habitat which is suitable for H. rhododendri within the
Bradford Parish includes Staddonmoor UWS.
Japanese Knotweed has been recorded by DBRC in several places within the
Parish. At the time of the survey two large stands were identified adjacent to a
tributary of the river Torridge near Cookbury. Japanese knotweed is native to
Japan, Taiwan and China, and was introduced to Europe as an ornamental
plant in the early 19th century. It is a large vigorous weed that appears to
have no natural enemies in Britain. It can colonise most habitats and is
regarded as a troublesome pest in many parts of the country because of its
rapid invasion and domination of habitats, which results in the exclusion of
other plants. It can damage property (for example by growing through tarmac
or even the floors of houses) and therefore needs to be cleared from
development sites. A fragment of root as small as 0.8 grams can grow to form
a new plant.
3.2.5 Reptiles and Amphibians
A number of reptiles and amphibians have been recorded by DBRC. DBRC
have recorded common frog, grass snake and common lizard within the
Parish. This species are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 (as amended) and grass snake and common lizard have recently been
added to the UK BAP Priority Species list.
Grass snakes are typically grey-green in colour, often with black spots and a
yellow/cream/orange collar. Their colour varies according to distribution, and
completely black or partial albino individuals sometimes occur. Grass snakes
are one of the few animals that play dead as a defence against predators and
are widespread in England and Wales, but have become increasingly scarce
in recent years. They prefer damp habitats, including river banks, ponds and
ditches, but they also inhabit hedgerows, woodland margins, farmland and
meadows. Grass snakes feed on tadpoles, frogs and toads, as well as fish,
newts, and occasionally mice and small birds. Most hunting is done
underwater, and prey is typically swallowed alive. Although grass snakes
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produce a venomous secretion that is toxic to small animals, they are
harmless to humans.
Common lizards have long bodies and short legs. They have coarse scales
which range from grey, brown, bronze or green on the back, and males are
generally darker than females. They have a series of white spots down the
flanks, which fuse to form a line, and a black line along the back. They are
found in a range of habitats including woodland, marshes, heathland, moors,
sand dunes, hedgerows, bogs and rubbish dumps. Common lizards hunt
insects, spiders, snails and earthworms. They stun their prey by shaking it,
and then swallow it whole. Common lizards have the ability to shed their tails
in order to evade predators when threatened.
A slow worm was observed basking on a grassland verge within the Bradford
parish, other habitats which are considered suitable for reptiles include the
many hedgerows and hedge banks, the culm grassland and marshy
grassland areas and the rides within Weekpark Plantation.
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Links between the wildlife of Bradford and the Devon BAP:
Bradford wildlife
feature

Brief description of feature

Link with the Devon Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP)

Wet grassland e.g.
Whiteleigh
Meadows

Culm and marshy grassland habitats

•
•
•
•
•

River Torridge &
tributaries

Fast-flowing rivers with rocky or gravel beds.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Species Action Plan
Marsh fritillary Species Action Plan
Curlew Species Action Plan
Adder Species Action Plan
Purple moor grass and rush pasture Habitat
Action Plan
Rivers, streams, floodplain and fluvial
processes Habitat Action Plan
Alder/Willow wet woodland Habitat Action
Plan
Otter Species Action Plan
Atlantic Salmon Species Action Plan
Wet Woodland Habitat Action Plan
Otter Species Action Plan

Wet woodland

Edges of Weekpark Plantation

Species rich
hedgerows

Extensive ancient hedgerows

• Species-rich Hedges Habitat Action Plan
• Dormouse Species Action Plan
• Primrose Species Action Plan

Broadleaved
woodland

Fringe around the coniferous plantations and
small copses

• Broadleaved Woodland Habitat Action Plan
• Bat Species Action Plan
• Dormouse Species Action Plan

View the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan at www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity.
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4

Some Ideas for Local Action…

A major step to knowing what you can do for your local wildlife and geology is to
know what you have already got. This report will help you in this, but it is just a start.
Ultimately, the protection and enhancement of the local natural environment requires
the interest and enthusiasm of the local community.
There follow some initial ideas for local nature conservation action. Many of them will
directly help to achieve the objectives of the habitat and species action plans
contained in the Devon BAP.
It is by no means an exhaustive list. As a community, you may have many more
ideas for action that you would like to take forward in the coming years.

1

Further survey:

This report is just a beginning. Carrying out further survey within your area will help
build a better picture of the wildlife present, and of the opportunities for
enhancement. Gaining a better understanding of the resource is usually a key
objective of the Devon BAP’s habitat and species action plans.
A bat survey, to include Bradford church and the older barns within Stadson Farm
should help build up a picture of bats in the Parish. This may contribute to the Brown
long-eared by Species Action Plan if they are found to be present.
A bird survey, particularly of the two SSSI’s could be carried in the spring and
repeated annually in order to build up a picture of the diversity of birds species
present within the Parish. This may contribute to the Species Action Plans of a
number of birds including curlew and reed bunting.
You might also include a dormouse nut hunt in the autumn to establish which
woodlands have dormice and this would contribute to the Dormouse Species Action
Plan for Devon and the UK.
One example of survey work that might usefully be undertaken would be to produce
a hedgerow appraisal for your local area. Comparing the current distribution of
hedges against boundary lines shown on old maps will give a clue as to how this
important resource has changed over recent years. It may also highlight opportunities
for restoring hedges in your area. It might also be possible to assess the condition of
hedges and this may, in turn, give some ideas about improving their future
management to benefit wildlife. This would directly contribute to the Species-rich
Hedgerows Habitat Action Plan. Survey work could be undertaken as a community
group or in liaison with conservation groups active in the area.
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Help to build up a picture of the state of Devon’s environment by sending your
records to the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre where they can be properly
collated.

2

Influence the management of Public Open Space:

Creating areas of more species-rich grassland will help to reduce the isolation of the
remaining fragments of traditionally managed agricultural land, contributing to the
Flower-rich Meadows and Pastures Action Plan. Churchyards have often received
less intensive management than the surrounding land and can provide good
opportunities for wildlife.
Planting up areas that are currently of little wildlife interest with new copses of native
trees and shrubs will also help to attract wildlife. Seek advice before doing any tree
planting as to the suitability of the chosen site.

3

Build relationships with local landowners:

Encourage the adoption of more wildlife-friendly land management. For example,
hedges which are cut only every other year will provide an autumn and winter source
of nuts and berries for birds and small mammals (and can save the landowner money
in management costs). The improved management of hedgerows is a key objective
of the Species-rich Hedges Action Plan. If the owner is willing, why not get involved
with practical management, such as traditional hedge laying or pond restoration?

4

Adopt a road verge:

Many verges can have a significant value for wildlife because they have escaped the
intensive management of the surrounding farmland. Ensuring such verges are
managed for their wildlife is a very positive step, again contributing to the Flower-rich
Meadows and Pastures Action Plan.
There are, of course, obvious health and safety implications to roadside
management. It is an action that would need to be undertaken in close liaison with
the relevant highways authority (generally, this is the Highways Agency for
motorways and trunk roads, and Devon County Council for all other roads).

5

Wildlife gardening:

Green up your garden! Collectively the gardens of Bradford represent a significant
area that could be used to benefit wildlife. Large or small, you can turn your garden
(or a part of it) into a haven for wildlife. A very good source of information on wildlife
gardening is the Natural England web site:
www.naturalengland.org.uk/Nature_In_The_Garden
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Natural England is the Government’s adviser on nature conservation. Its website also
contains links to a number of other very useful sources of information.

6

Join local conservation organisations:

Examples of prominent local conservation organisations are the Devon Wildlife Trust,
RSPB, Devon Birdwatching and Preservation Society and the Woodland Trust.
These organisations have a number of Local Groups which, amongst other things,
get involved in practical management work.

7

Japanese Knotweed:

Not something to cherish, but it can’t be ignored! Unfortunately Japanese Knotweed
is present in several locations in Bradford on a tributary of the river Torridge close to
the hamlet of Cookbury. Introduced into Britain by the Victorians, Japanese
Knotweed is a native of Japan, north China, Korea and Taiwan. It flourishes in
Britain’s mild and fertile environment and has no natural biological enemies here.
Consequently, it is very invasive and can overrun large areas, replacing our native
flora. It is a serious pest which can be so vigorous as to cause significant damage to
buildings and roads. It is also a difficult plant to eradicate.
For these reasons Japanese Knotweed is listed under the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 as a plant that is not to be planted or otherwise introduced into the wild. In
addition, all parts of the plant are considered as controlled waste under the Waste
Regulations.
What can you do?
• Firstly, it is important to build up a picture of where Japanese Knotweed is present.
This will give an idea of the scale of the problem and will help to prevent it being
accidentally spread during any ditch clearance, highway work and so on. To help
develop an understanding of the problem in Devon, records should also be sent to
the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre. Ideally, records should include when you
first saw it and confirmation of when it was seen most recently; its precise location
(notes or a sketch map are helpful, as is a grid reference if you have one); the kind
of habitat it is in (e.g. next to running water, on a road verge), and a rough
indication of how abundant it is.
• Secondly, be careful not to spread the plant further! This is all too easily done as it
can regenerate from even the smallest fragment and is easy to spread
unknowingly. It is important not to flail it or to try and dig it up. Often, it is best not
to cut Japanese Knotweed at all, but if it is it should be very carefully disposed of
on site when dead or removed as Controlled Waste. Any tools used should be
properly cleaned.
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• Finally, if Japanese Knotweed is on your land, the best way to prevent its spread is
to control or eradicate it as soon as possible. Regular cutting can weaken and
eventually kill the plant but it is a time-consuming job and proper disposal of the
cut material can be a problem. Usually, the most effective method of control is to
treat the plant with herbicide. This can take a number of years to be successful
but if the plant is left untreated it will inevitably spread. A number of issues should
be taken into account in deciding which herbicide to use, particularly the presence
of water (where special care needs to be taken and the advice of the Environment
Agency must be sought).
Fortunately, a great deal of advice (including an Environment Agency Code of
Practice) is available on the Devon Knotweed Forum’s web pages. You are
recommended to view these at:
www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity/japanese_knotweed.
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5

Useful sources of further information

The following organisations can offer advice and information on various wildlife topics
as well as organising events and carrying out projects.


Devon Wildlife Trust: www.devonwildlifetrust.org



Devon Birdwatching and Preservation Society: Secretary tel: 01837 53360



Natural England: www.naturalengland.org.uk



Plantlife: www.plantlife.org.uk



RSPB: www.rspb.org.uk



The Woodland Trust: www.woodland-trust.org.uk



The Living Churchyards & Cemeteries Project, Arthur Rank Centre, National
Agricultural Society, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ Tel: 01203
696969 ext. 364/339.

In addition, Devon County Council has produced a Community Wildlife Toolkit which
is available via the DCC web site (www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity). This toolkit aims
to provide practical advice on management to encourage wildlife and, in particular,
provides a central point from which to access the large amount of advice that is
already available from a huge range of other organisations.
In addition to management advice, the toolkit provides guidance on seeking funding
for project work.

Possible sources of funding
A number of potential sources of funding are available for local biodiversity projects.
Each has its own rules, criteria and objectives, and funding sources are sometimes only
available for a limited period of time. However, the following may well be worth checking
for suitability (not all will be applicable to your particular parish):


Awards for All: National Lottery grants aimed at communities.
www.awardsforall.org.uk



British Dragonfly Society: grants of £250 for pond building.
http://www.dragonflysoc.org.uk/
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Breathing Places: grants available for the creation of community green spaces.
Distributed by the Big Lottery Fund.
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/programmes/breathingplaces/index.html



Countryside Trust Awards: 01242 521382 or www.countrysidetrust.org



Defra’s Environmental Action Fund. http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/eaf/



Defra: information about woodland grant schemes.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/wgs/default.htm



Enriching Nature Programme (SITA Trust): for biodiversity projects within 10
miles of a landfill site. http://www.sitatrust.org.uk/nature/apply_nature



Esmée Fairburn Foundation: grant-giving trust for environmental projects.
http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/programmes/env.html



Forestry Commission: grants and sources of funding available for improving
biodiversity. http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/hcou-4u4j28



Heritage Lottery Fund: various grants for different types of community projects.
http://www.hlf.org.uk/English/



Living Spaces: projects to enhance the environment of communities. 0845 600
3190 or www.living-spaces.org.uk.



Local Heritage Initiative: 01226 719019 or www.lhi.org.uk.



Tree Council: small grants for schools and communities for tree planting schemes.
http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/
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Appendix 1 – Desk Study Search Data

Wildlife Sites within Bradford Parish
File Code
SS40/054

Site Name
Dunsland Park

Grid Ref.
SS410051

SS40/013

Whiteleigh Meadows

SS415030

Area (ha) Description
26.8
Parkland, a shallow sandstone valley and old fish
ponds. Nationally rare lichens and inverebrates.
81.7
Culm grassland with breeding bird interest

SS30/019

Cookbury Wick

SS396054

12.6

SS40/001
SS40/008
SS40/115
SS40/006

Dunsland
Henscott
Brandis Corner
Lashbrook

7.7
1.6
13.5
6.0

SS40/059
SS40/060

Middlecott
Bason Farm
Smale Meadow Copse
Old Wood

SS405054
SS425089
SS412038
SS411069
&
SS412065
SS414060
SS409072
SS417084
SS412085

Castle Wood
Bason Cross
Bason Wood

SS426086
SS416079
SS420079

8.0
1.6
4.9

SS40/041
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6.3
3.1
2.5
7.5

Culm grassland, broadleaved woodland and semiimproved grassland
Culm grassland
Culm grassland
Culm grassland
Culm grassland

Possible culm site
Culm grassland?
Semi-natural broadleaved woodland on ancient
woodland site
Semi-natural broadleaved woodland
Marsh/rush pasture/unimproved grassland
Semi-natural broadleaved woodland and area of wet
35

Status
SSSI
SSSI
(Common
land)
CWS
CWS
CWS
CWS
CWS

UWS
UWS
UWS
UWS
UWS
UWS
UWS

Bradford

SS424072

20.5

Dippermill

SS434067

19.1

Priestacott (S)

SS429064

2.2

Lashbrook Wood

SS436057

16.1

Great Sarrel

SS427049

29.1

SS40/112

Staddonmoor

SS435044

6.3

SS40/113

Bovacott

SS427044

25.8

Black Gate Field

SS414051

3.1

Little Flares

SS419049

11.0

Bradford Mill

SS424079

4.6

SS40/007

woodland inc tall herb fen identified by D Leach
Rush pasture/culm?/unimproved grassland/SNBW
(possibly locally wet)
Rushy pasture/culm?/marsh/unimproved
grassland/semi-improved grassland SNBW (locally
wet)
Ponds with marginal woodland/marginal vegetation
and marshy grassland/rushy pasture
Semi-natural broadeaved woodland and broadleaved
woodland locally replanted with conifers. Part of site
in AWI
Semi-natural broadleaved woodland with areas of
marsh/rush pasture
Semi-natural broadleaved woodland with area of culm
in culm register
Semi-natural broadleaved woodland with area of culm
in culm register. Woodland possibly locally wet. Also
supports open glades with possible further wetland
vegetation
Rushy pasture (signs of harrowing on most recent
photos)
Damp rank semi-improved grassland ? with area of
marsh/rush pasture.
Culm grassland

UWS
UWS

UWS
UWS

UWS
UWS
UWS

UWS
UWS
UWS

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): these are notified by Natural England because of their plants, animals or
geological features (the latter are geological SSSIs or gSSSI). Natural England needs to be consulted before any
operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. SSSI is a statutory designation with legal implications.
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County Wildlife Sites (CWS): these are sites of county importance for wildlife, designated on the basis of the habitat or the
known presence of particular species. This is not a statutory designation like SSSIs, and does not have any legal status.
County Wildlife Sites are usually included in Local Plans as sites of substantive nature conservation interest and are
covered by Planning Policy Statement note nine (PPS9). CWS recognition does not demand any particular actions on the
part of the Landowner and does not give the public rights of access. However, it may increase eligibility for land
management grants.
Unconfirmed County Wildlife Sites (UWS): these are sites identified as having possible interest but not fully surveyed.
Some of these sites will be areas of significant wildlife interest.
Culm Grassland: This is the local name given to species-rich marshy habitats found on the Culm measures of northwestern and central Devon and north-east Cornwall, also known as Rhôs Pasture, and referred to in the UK Biodiversity
Action Plan as Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pastures (Molinia-Juncus). Culm Grassland is a variable habitat whose main
plant communities are classified by the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) as follows:
M16
M23
M24
M25
M27

Erica tetralix-Sphagnum compactum wet heath
Juncus effusus/acutiflorus-Galium palustre rush pasture
Molinia caerulea-Cirsium dissectum fen meadow
Molinia caerulea-Potentilla erecta mire
Filipendula ulmaria-Angelica sylvestris mire
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Notable Species within and close to Bradford Parish
UK
Protection

International
Protection

Status

No.

Name

Latin Name

Location

Date

Grid Ref.

1

Wavy St. John'swort
Brown Hare

Hypericum undulatum

Fernlea Farm

SS400033

NS; DN2

Lepus europaeus

19891991
2000

SS4002

UKBAP
(P); DBAP

1991

SS401033

NS; DN2

2

Hypericum undulatum

4
5

Wavy St. John'swort
Marsh Tit
Reed Bunting

1 mile south of
Brandis Corner on
the Okehampton
road towards
Cookworthy Moor
Luckcroft Farm

Parus palustris
Emberiza schoeniclus

Cookbury
Cookbury

1989
1989

SS404064
SS404064

6
7

Woodcock
Primrose

Scolopax rusticola
Primula vulgaris

1989
2003

SS404064
SS409059

8
9
10

Snipe
Woodcock
Primrose

Gallinago gallinago
Scolopax rusticola
Primula vulgaris

1989
1989
2002

SS410038
SS410038
SS410072

Amber
Amber
DBAP

11

Lesser Pond-

Carex acutiformis

Cookbury
Bradford, Cookbury.
Steep hill to
Cookbury.
Brandis Corner 1
Brandis Corner 1
Culm grassland/wet
semi-improved cattle
pasture on east bank
of the Lashbrook.,
Bason Farm
Lashbrook

Red
UKBAP
(P); Red
Amber
DBAP

1989

SS411070

DN2

3
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12

sedge
House Sparrow

Passer domesticus

13

Kestrel

Falco tinnunculus

14

Brown Hare

Lepus europaeus

15

House Martin

Delichon urbica

16

Reed Bunting

Emberiza schoeniclus

17
18
19

Snipe
Woodcock
Primrose

Gallinago gallinago
Scolopax rusticola
Primula vulgaris

20
21

Wavy St. John'swort
Reed Bunting

22
23

Snipe
Song Thrush

Pipers Gidcott,
Gidcott, Holsworthy.
Field at back of
Pipers Gidcott,
Gidcott, Holsworthy.
Garden at Pipers
Gidcott, Gidcott,
Holsworthy.
Pipers Gidcott,
Gidcott, Holsworthy.
Lashbrook

2003

SS411098

2003

SS411098

2003

SS411098

UKBAP
(P); DBAP

2003

SS411098

Amber

1989

SS412066

1989
1989
2002

SS412066
SS412066
SS412073

Hypericum undulatum

Lashbrook
Lashbrook
Unmetalled farm
track with high semimanaged
hedgebanks., Bason
Farm
Whiteleigh Meadow

UKBAP
(P); Red
Amber
Amber
DBAP

1992

SS413030

NS; DN2

Emberiza schoeniclus

Brandis Corner 2

1989

SS413039

Gallinago gallinago
Turdus philomelos

Brandis Corner 2
Kenneland
Farmhouse, Brandis
Corner, Nr
Holsworthy

1989
2002

SS413039
SS413044

UKBAP
(P); Red
Amber
UKBAP
(P); Red
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UKBAP
(P); Red
Amber

24

House Sparrow

Passer domesticus

25

Hypericum undulatum

26
27

Wavy St. John'swort
Willow Warbler
Marsh Cinquefoil

Phylloscopus trochilus
Potentilla palustris

28

Primrose

Primula vulgaris

29

Primrose

Primula vulgaris

30
31

an ascomycete
fungus
House Sparrow

Hypocreopsis
rhododendri
Passer domesticus

32

Snipe

Gallinago gallinago

33

Wavy St. John'swort
Wavy St. John'swort
Wavy St. John'swort
Primrose

Hypericum undulatum

34
35
36

Kenneland
Farmhouse, Brandis
Corner, Nr
Holsworthy
Whitleigh Meadow

2002

SS413044

UKBAP
(P); Red

1987

SS414033

NS; DN2

2002
2002

SS415076
SS416079

Amber
DN3

2002

DBAP

2003

SS419207
89
SS421072

1986

SS421095

UKBAP (P)

2003

SS422057

UKBAP
(P); Red

1989

SS424043

Amber

1990

SS424043

NS; DN2

Hypericum undulatum

Bason Farm
Oxbow Field, Bason
Farm
Bason Farm,
compartment 4
Bradford, Cookbury.
Hedge near Bradford
Manor.
Gidcott Mill, near
Shebbear
Bradford, Cookbury.
Footpath near
Holemoor.
Crooked Oak
Plantation
Crooked Oak
Plantation
Bovacott

1985

SS424043

NS; DN2

Hypericum undulatum

Bovacott Plantation

1991

SS424043

NS; DN2

Primula vulgaris

Bradford, Cookbury.
Green lane between

2003

SS424069

DBAP

Report 07/139b Parish Biodiversity Audit – Bradford Parish

40

DBAP

37

Reed Bunting

Emberiza schoeniclus

38

Hypericum undulatum

40

Wavy St. John'swort
Wavy St. John'swort
Primrose

Primula vulgaris

41

Whorled Caraway

Carum verticillatum

42

Sand Martin

Riparia riparia

43
44

Bladder-sedge
Brown Hare

Carex vesicaria
Lepus europaeus

45

Bullfinch

Pyrrhula pyrrhula

46

Dunnock

Prunella modularis

47

Linnet

Carduelis cannabina

48

Marsh Tit

Parus palustris

49

Song Thrush

Turdus philomelos

39

Hypericum undulatum
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Bradford and
Priestacott.
Bradford Mill

1989

SS424079

East Rightadown, N
of A3072
Henscott

1988

SS425043

UKBAP
(P); Red
NS; DN2

1987

SS425087

NS; DN2

Fields by west bank
of river Torridge,
Bradford
Fields by west bank
of river Torridge,
Bradford
Banks of river
Torridge, near
Bradford
Stadson Bridge
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,

2002

SS428072

DBAP

2002

SS428072

DN2

2002

SS431072

Amber

1989
2002

SS436042
SS437095

2002

SS437095

2002

SS437095

DN1
UKBAP
(P); DBAP
UKBAP
(P); Red
Amber

2002

SS437095

2002

SS437095

UKBAP
(P); Red
Red

2002

SS437095

UKBAP

41

50

Spotted Flycatcher

Muscicapa striata

51

Starling

Sturnus vulgaris

52

Swallow

Hirundo rustica

53

Willow Warbler

Phylloscopus trochilus

54

French hales

Sorbus devoniensis

55

Badger

Meles meles

56

Roe Deer

Capreolus capreolus

57

Roe Deer

Capreolus capreolus

58

Pipistrelle

Pipistrellus pipistrellus

59

Brown Long-eared

Plecotus auritus
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Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
Garlands Moor
Near Brandis Corner,
Holsworthy. About
0.4.km west of the
junction of the A3072
with the B3218 at
Dunsland Cross.
Pasture fields before
Claw Moor Plantation
(going towards
Holsworthy).
Between Dunsland
Cross and
Morecombe Cross in
woodland
View Farm, Dunsland
Cross, Brandis
Corner, Holsworthy.
View Farm, Dunsland

2002

SS437095

2002

SS437095

(P); Red
UKBAP
(P); Red
Red

2002

SS437095

Amber

2002

SS437095

Amber

1991

SS438037

DBAP; NS;
DN1

2004

SS401038

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

2001

SS404022

DA

Bern III

2000

SS404027

DA

Bern III

1999

SS405025

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II

1999

SS405025

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bern

42

UKBAP (P)

Bat
60

Badger

Meles meles

61

Fallopia japonica

63

Japanese
Knotweed
Common
Dormouse
Roe Deer

Muscardinus
avellanarius
Capreolus capreolus

64

Roe Deer

Capreolus capreolus

65

Barn Owl

Tyto alba

Cross, Brandis
Corner, Holsworthy.
A3079, about 1.5
miles from Dunsland
Cross (coming from
Halwill junction).
Cookbury,
Holsworthy.
Dunsland, near
Holsworthy
Bradford, Cookbury.
Green lane near
Cookbury.
Bradford, Cookbury.
Green lane near Little
Lashbrook.
Brandis Corner 1

66

Otter

Lutra lutra

Henscott SW30

67

Otter

Lutra lutra

Gidcott, R Torridge

68

45 kHz Pipistrelle

69

a bat

Pipistrellus pipistrellus
45kHz
Chiroptera

70

Grass Snake

Natrix natrix

'Carley', Brandis
Corner, Holsworthy.
Pipers Gidcott,
Gidcott, Holsworthy.
Pipers Gidcott,
Gidcott, Holsworthy,
EX22 7AS

62

Report 07/139b Parish Biodiversity Audit – Bradford Parish

II; Bonn II
2000

SS405026

WCA 6, BA

2004

SS407060

WCA 9

1988

SS409049

WCA 5, 6

2003

SS409062

DA

EC IVa; Bern
III
Bern III

2003

SS409069

DA

Bern III

1989

SS410038

WCA 1, 9

19801988
19811985
1998

SS4107

WCA 5

SS4109

WCA 5

SS411040

WCA 5, 6

2003

SS411098

WCA 5, 6

2003

SS411098

WCA 5(KIS)

43

Bern III

EC IIa, IIIa;
Bern II
EC IIa, IIIa;
Bern II
EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II
EC IVa; Bonn
II
Bern III

UKBAP
(P); DBAP

DBAP;
Amber
UKBAP
(P); DBAP
UKBAP
(P); DBAP

UKBAP (P)

71

Hedgehog

Erinaceus europaeus

72

Badger

Meles meles

73

Common Frog

Rana temporaria

74

Japanese
Knotweed
Japanese
Knotweed
Badger

Fallopia japonica

75
76

77

Fallopia japonica
Meles meles

Japanese
Knotweed
Brown Long-eared
Bat

Fallopia japonica

79

Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia japonica

80

Japanese

Fallopia japonica

78

Plecotus auritus
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About 100m east of
Brandis Corner on
A3072.
A3072, in to Exeter
200yds past Brandis
Corner.
Kenneland
Farmhouse, Brandis
Corner, Nr
Holsworthy
Kenneland.

2001

SS412039

WCA 6

Bern III

1999

SS412039

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

2002

SS413044

WCA 5(S)

EC Va; Bern
III

2001

SS413044

WCA 9

North of Brandis
Corner.
Minor road approx.
one km north-northwest of Brandis
Corner (between
Holsworthy and
Highampton)
Dunsland, near
Holsworthy.
Rose Cottage,
Middlecott, Brandis
Corner, Holsworthy.
Near Dunsland
House, west of Black
Torrington.
Cookbury to

2001

SS413046

WCA 9

2001

SS414050

WCA 6, BA

2003

SS414052

WCA 9

1998

SS414056

WCA 5, 6

2001

SS415051

WCA 9

2003

SS415060

WCA 9

44

UKBAP (P)

Bern III

EC IVa; Bern
II; Bonn II

UKBAP (P)

Knotweed

81

Otter

Lutra lutra

Holemoor Road, at Tjunction called
Middlecott
Commons. Up top of
small lane leading to
Middlecott Farm.
Bason Farm
2002

82
83
84

Roe Deer
Badger
Otter

Capreolus capreolus
Meles meles
Lutra lutra

Bason Farm
Bason Farm
River Waldron

2002
2002
2002

SS415076
SS415076
SS415080

DA
WCA 6, BA
WCA 5

85

Kingfisher

Alcedo atthis

2002

SS415081

WCA 1

86

Japanese
Knotweed
Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia japonica

2001

SS416054

WCA 9

2003

SS418057

WCA 9

Japanese
Knotweed
Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia japonica

2003

SS418096

WCA 9

2003

SS419072

WCA 9

90

Badger

Meles meles

2002

Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia japonica

SS419207
89
SS421042

WCA 6, BA

91

Henscott Bridge,
near Holsworthy.
East of Highpark
near Holemoor.
By Bradford Primary
School, Holemoor,
Bradford.
Gidcott Mill, near
Shebbear.
Bradford, Cookbury.
Near Bradford Manor
(hedge).
Bason Farm,
compartment 4
Near West
Rightadown, Black
Torrington.

87

88
89

Fallopia japonica

Fallopia japonica
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2001

SS415076

WCA 5

45

WCA 9

EC IIa, IIIa;
Bern II
Bern III
Bern III
EC IIa, IIIa;
Bern II

Bern III

UKBAP
(P); DBAP

UKBAP
(P); DBAP
Amber

92

Badger

Meles meles

93

Japanese
Knotweed
Japanese
Knotweed
Roe Deer

Fallopia japonica

94
95

96

Fallopia japonica
Capreolus capreolus

99

Japanese
Knotweed
Japanese
Knotweed
Common
Dormouse
Badger

Muscardinus
avellanarius
Meles meles

100

Badger

Meles meles

101

Pipistrelle

Pipistrellus pipistrellus

102

Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia japonica

103

Brown Long-eared

Plecotus auritus

97
98

Fallopia japonica
Fallopia japonica
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A3072 1km east of
Brandis Corner
between Hatherleigh
and Holsworthy
Bradford Manor.

2001

SS421042

WCA 6, BA

2003

SS421071

WCA 9

Bradford Church and
school.
Bradford, Cookbury.
Hedge near Bradford
Manor.
Between two roads at
Holemoor.
Gidcott Mill. By stone
bridge.
Woods E of Henscott
Farm, Thornbury
Crooked Oak
Plantation
Bradford, Cookbury.
Green lane between
Bradford and
Priestacott.
Westcroft, Shebbear.

2003

SS421072

WCA 9

2003

SS421072

DA

2001

SS422056

WCA 9

2003

SS422094

WCA 9

1990

SS423089

WCA 5, 6

1989

SS424043

WCA 6, BA

EC IVa; Bern
III
Bern III

2003

SS424069

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

1999

SS425095

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II

2001

SS426067

WCA 9

2003

SS427043

WCA 5, 6

Alongside road bend
near public footpath
at Priestacott.
2 Bovacott Cottage,

46

Bern III

Bern III

EC IVa; Bern

UKBAP
(P); DBAP

UKBAP (P)

Bat
104

Pipistrelle

Pipistrellus pipistrellus

105

Plecotus auritus

106

Brown Long-eared
Bat
Otter

Lutra lutra

107

Otter

Lutra lutra

108

Otter

Lutra lutra

109

Badger

Meles meles

110

Common
Dormouse
Common
Dormouse

Muscardinus
avellanarius
Muscardinus
avellanarius

Plecotus auritus

113

Brown Long-eared
Bat
a bat

Chiroptera

114
115

Badger
Badger

Meles meles
Meles meles

111

112
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Brandis Corner,
Holsworthy.
Lane End, Bradford,
Holsworthy.
Lane End, Bradford,
Holsworthy.
Banks of river
Torridge, near
Bradford
River Torridge
Dippermill, R
Torridge
A3072 near lane to
Stadson Farm
between Hatherleigh
and Holsworthy
Weekpark Wood,
Torrington
Scrub between a
conifer wood &
Whiteleigh Water,
Black Torrington
Quick Mill, Bradford,
Holsworthy.
Pittbridge Cottage,
Pittbridge, Shebbear.
A3072
About 100m north-

II; Bonn II
1998

SS428059

WCA 5, 6

1998

SS428059

WCA 5, 6

2002

SS428074

WCA 5

2002

SS428074

WCA 5

19801985
1999

SS4306

WCA 5

SS432043

WCA 6, BA

1993

SS433038

WCA 5, 6

1991

SS436061

WCA 5, 6

2003

SS437063

WCA 5, 6

2002

SS437095

WCA 5, 6

2000
2001

SS438042
SS438066

WCA 6, BA
WCA 6, BA
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EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II
EC IVa; Bern
II; Bonn II
EC IIa, IIIa;
Bern II

UKBAP (P)
UKBAP
(P); DBAP

EC IIa, IIIa;
Bern II
EC IIa, IIIa;
Bern II
Bern III

UKBAP
(P); DBAP
UKBAP
(P); DBAP

EC IVa; Bern
III
EC IVa; Bern
III

UKBAP
(P); DBAP
UKBAP
(P); DBAP

EC IVa; Bern
II; Bonn II
EC IVa; Bonn
II
Bern III
Bern III

UKBAP (P)

116

Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia japonica

117

Badger

Meles meles

118

Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia japonica

119
120

Red Deer
Badger

Cervus elaphus
Meles meles

121
122

Viviparous Lizard
Small Pearlbordered Fritillary

Lacerta vivipara
Boloria selene

123

Green Hairstreak

Callophrys rubi

124

Marsh Fritillary

Eurodryas aurinia

Report 07/139b Parish Biodiversity Audit – Bradford Parish

east of Dippermill
Bridge (3km south of
Shebbear) beside
minor road
Garden at Devonport
House, Shebbear,
Beaworthy.
On south side of field
between Back Lane
and Barn Close,
Shebbear. Under
derelict shed.
Forty metres north of
Allacott driveway,
Shebbear.
Claw Moor Pond
A3072, towards
Exeter 0.5miles
before A3079 to
Okehampton.
Cookbury Wick
WHIELEIGH
MEADOW
WHITELEIGH
MEADOW
WHITELEIGH
MEADOW

2003

SS440093

WCA 9

2004

SS441092

WCA 6, BA

2001

SS442107
93

WCA 9

1987
1999

SS3902
SS395037

DA
WCA 6, BA

Bern III
Bern III

1990
1992

SS398055
SS414033

WCA 5(KIS)

Bern III

1992

SS414033

UKBAP (P)
UKBAP
(P);
DeclineD
DeclineD

1992

SS417024

WCA 5

EC IIa; Bern
II (GB
reservation)

UKBAP
(P); DBAP;
Nb
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Bern III

125

Grizzled Skipper

Pyrgus malvae

STADSON BRIDGE,
NEAR

1990

SS4204

126

Wood White

Leptidea sinapis

1993

SS4304

127

Small Pearlbordered Fritillary

Boloria selene

STADSON BRDG.,
HALWILL FT
HALWILL FOREST

1993

SS4304

128

Wood White

Leptidea sinapis

1990

SS439037

WCA 5 (S)

WCA 5 (S)

WCA 1

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 1: birds which are protected by special penalties at all
times.

WCA 5

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: species protected against killing, injury, disturbance and
handling.

WCA 5 (S)

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: (sale): species protected against sale only.

WCA 5 (KIS) Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: (killing & injury): species protected against killing,
injury and sale only.
WCA 6

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 6: animals (other than birds) which may not be killed or
taken by certain methods

WCA 8

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 8: plants which are protected.

WCA 8 (S)

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 8: (sale): plants protected against sale only.
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UKBAP
(P);
DeclineD
UKBAP
(P); Nb
UKBAP
(P);
DeclineD
UKBAP
(P); Nb

WCA 9

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 9: animals and plants for which release into the wild is
prohibited.

BA

Protection of Badgers Act 1992: badgers may not be deliberately killed, persecuted or trapped except
under licence. Badger setts may not be damaged, destroyed or obstructed.

DA

Deer Act 1991: deer protected under the Deer Act.

Bern II

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)
Appendix II: Special protection for listed animal species and their habitats.

Bern III

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)
Appendix III: Exploitation of listed animal species to be subject to regulation

ECIIa, IIb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats &
Species Directive) Annex IIa and IIb: Designation of protected areas for animal and plant species listed.

ECIIIa, IIIb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats &
Species Directive) Annex IIIa and IIb: Species used as criteria for designating Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs).

ECIVa, IVb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats &
Species Directive) Annex IVa: Exploitation of listed animals and plants to be subject to management if
necessary.

ECVa, Vb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats &
Species Directive) Annex Va and Vb: Exploitation of listed animals and plants to be subject to
management if necessary.
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Bonn II

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention) Appendix
II: Range states encouraged to conclude international agreements to benefit species listed.

UKBAP(P)

UK Priority Species (Short and Middle Lists - UK Biodiversity steering Group Report 1995) i.e. species
that are globally threatened and rapidly declining in the UK (by more than 50% in the last 25 years). Has a
Species Action Plan.

DBAP

Devon Biodiversity Action Plan species: these have been identified as species of key conservation
concern in Devon.

NR

Nationally Rare: 1-15 10km squares in Atlas of British Flora 1962.

NS

Nationally Scarce: 15-100 10km squares in Atlas of British Flora 1962.

Devon Notable Species: Selected species recorded from over 50 2km squares in the Atlas of Devon Flora 1984 (R.B.
Ivimey-Cook, Department of Biological Sciences, The University of Exeter).
DN1

Devon Notable1: 1-25 2 km squares in Atlas of Devon Flora 1984.

DN2

Devon Notable2: 26-50 2 km squares in Atlas of Devon Flora 1984.

DN3

Devon Notable3: Selected species recorded from over 50 2 km squares in Atlas of Devon Flora 1984.

DR

Devon Rarity: native species recorded from 3 or fewer localities within Devon.

Na

Nationally Notable A: known from 30 or fewer 10km squares. Taken from the Invertebrate Site Register.

Nb

Nationally Notable B: known from 100 or fewer 10km squares. Taken from the Invertebrate Site Register.

Decline

Substantial local decline in Devon
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Red List

Bird species of high conservation concern, such as those whose population or range is rapidly declining,
recently or historically, and those of global conservation concern.

Amber List

Bird species of medium conservation concern, such as those whose population is in moderate decline, rare
breeders, internationally important and localised species and those of unfavourable conservation status in
Europe.

KeyD (I)

Internationally Important Key Dragonfly Species: those which are rare in Great Britain (RDB3 and found
in less than 1% of the 10km squares in Britain) i.e. Southern damselfly (Coenagrion mercuriale).

KeyD (N)

Nationally Important Key Dragonfly Species: those which have been recorded in less than 10% of 10km
squares in Britain. Those occurring in Devon are White-legged damselfly (Playcnemis pennipes) Scarce
blue-tailed damselfly (Ischnura pumilio) Small red damselfly (Ceriagrion tenellum) Hairy dragonfly (Bracytron
pratense) Downy emerald (Cordulia aenea) and Keeled skimmer (Orthoetrum coerulescens).

KeyD (R)

Regionally Important Key Dragonfly Species: those which have been recorded in 10-20% of the 10km
squares in Britain: Red-eyed damselfly (Erythromma najas) and Ruddy darter (Sympetrum sanguineum).

Report 07/139b Parish Biodiversity Audit – Bradford Parish

52

Appendix 2 – Flora and Fauna list
English name
Alder
Beech
Blackthorn
Bluebell
Bracken
Bramble
Broadleaved dock
Colt’s foot
Common cleavers
Common gorse
Common polypody
Cow parsley
Daffodil
Dog violet
Dog’s mercury
Dove’s foot crane’s bill
Duckweed
English elm
Field forget-me-not
Field maple
Foxglove
Germander speedwell
Hart’s tongue fern
Hawthorn
Hazel
Hogweed
Holly
Honeysuckle
Ivy
Japanese knotweed
Lesser celandine
Lesser stitchwort
Meadow sweet
Opposite leaved golden
saxifrage
Pedunculate oak
Periwinkle
Primrose
Purple moor grass
Scot’s pine
Silver birch
Snowdrop
Soft rush
Water dropwort
Watercress
Wild garlic
Willow
Wood anemone
Yew

Scientific name
Alnus glutinosa
Fagus sylvatica
Prunus spinosa
Hyacinthoides non-scripta
Pteridium aquilinum
Rubus fructicosus agg.
Rumex obtusifolius
Tussilago farfara
Galium aparine
Ulex europaeus
Polypodium vulgare
Anthriscus sylvestris
Narcissus sp.
Viola canina
Mercurialis perennis
Geranium molle
Lemna sp.
Ulmus glabra
Mysotis arvensis
Acer campestre
Digitalis purpureum
Veronica persica
Phyllitis scolopendrium
Crataegus monogyna
Corylus avellana
Heracleum sphondylium
Ilex aquifolium
Lonicera periclymenum
Hedera helix
Fallopia japonica
Ranunculus ficaria
Stellaria graminea
Filipendula ulmaria
Chrysosplenium oppositifolium
Quercus robur
Vinca sp.
Primula vulgaris
Molinia caerulea
Pinus sylvestris
Betula pendula
Galanthus nivialis
Juncus effusus
Oenanthe sp.
Rorippa nasturtium-aqauticum
Allium ursinum
Salix sp.
Anemone nemorosa
Taxus baccata

Botanical Species Recorded During the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey
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English name
Blackbird
Buzzard
Crow
Great tit
Grey wagtail
Jackdaw
Magpie
Mallard
Pheasant
Raven
Red legged partridge
Robin
Roe deer
Skylark
Slowworm
Wren

Scientific name
Turdus merula
Buteo buteo
Corvus corone corone
Parus major
Motacilla cinerea
Corvus monedula
Pica pica
Anas platyrhynchos
Phasianus colchicus
Corvus corax
Alectoris rufa
Erithacus rubecula
Capreolus capreolus
Alauda arvensis
Anguis fragilis
Troglodytes troglodytes

Fauna Recorded During the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey
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