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Introduction

1.1

Project Introduction

This document has been produced as a starting point to help community
action for wildlife. By starting to bring together knowledge of the natural assets
of the Parish, it may go some way to achieving its aim of contributing to - and
stimulating ideas for – local action.
It should be emphasised that it is just a beginning. It does not represent a
comprehensive account of the Parish and is based very largely on existing
records held by the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre (DBRC). There will be
a wealth of local knowledge that can be used to build upon and improve this
report. Indeed, it is important that it is seen as a ‘living document’ and one
that belongs to the Parish. It is hoped that it will be added to and refined by
the people of Kingskerswell Parish in future years.
Did you know…?
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006
Section 40 of the NERC Act 2006 places the following biodiversity duty on all
public bodies:
‘Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as
is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of
conserving biodiversity’
The duty applies to all local authorities, including parish and town councils. Its
purpose is to raise the profile of biodiversity and make it a ‘natural and
integral’ part of policy and decision making.
The Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has
issued guidance for local authorities on implementing this biodiversity duty. It
can be downloaded from Defra’s website:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/documents/la-guidenglish.pdf

1.2

Summary of Parish

Kingskerswell Parish is situated in south east Devon, midway between the
towns of Newton Abbot and Torquay. However the land surrounding the
parish to the west, south and east consists largely of rolling agricultural fields
and deep valleys. Fields within the Parish are mainly utilised for grazing, and
to a lesser extent, horticulture and dairy farming. This underlying geology of
Kingskerswell consists of a combination of Bovey beds (clay), sandstone,
Breccia and limestone. Soils within the Parish are red tinted from the igneous
rocks. This underlying geology gives rise to limestone soils, which dominate
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the Parish. The main habitat types comprise of improved and semi-improved
fields, limestone grassland, small copses of woodland, green lanes with
hedgerows/hedgebanks and streams and brooks. Two quarries are present
within the parish boundary; Aller Park to the north where sand is excavated
and Stoneycombe to the west, where limestone is excavated.
The parish supports a diverse array of plants, insects, birds and mammals.
Approximately 15% of the Parish comprises of sites which are designated or
proposed for nature conservation, with four County Wildlife Sites (CWS), ten
Unidentified Wildlife Sites (UWS) and two Other Sites of Wildlife Interest
(OSWI). Sites are designated or proposed for limestone, neutral unimproved
or semi-improved grassland and broad-leaved woodland.
Woodland is key feature of the Parish. Wooded areas are typically quite small
with the exception of Kerswell Down but often support a variety of flora
species typical of limestone substrate. Woodland trees provide habitats for
nesting and foraging birds and areas for feeding and roosting bats. This
habitat also supports a diverse range of fungi, non-flowering plants such as
ferns and lower plants including many moss species.
Orchards are scattered throughout the Parish and offer feeding and nesting
areas for many species. Wind-fallen fruit provides much needed food for the
migrants’ such as: redwing and fieldfare, which arrive in autumn. Many
invertebrates will also feed on rotting fruit, which will, in turn feed other
species such as bats.
The majority of the Parish is under pasture and is grazed by sheep and
horses; this has been an important factor in the preservation of hedgerows as
there has been less of a requirement to increase field sizes as is often the
case in an arable dominated landscape. Several of the hedgerows in the
Parish are considered to be species rich, which may result in them being
protected under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997. Green lanes are also
present particularly in the south of the Parish they offer good quality, relatively
undisturbed, linear habitat and often support typical woodland flora such as:
primrose, wood anemone, dog’s mercury, bluebell and wild garlic.
Built up areas are a notable feature of the Parish, the village of Kingskerswell
occupies approximately a quarter of the Parish and other smaller hamlets
such as North and South Whilborough increasing the concentration of built up
areas. Villages and hamlet can provide important landscape features for
wildlife include roosting opportunities for bats and feeding and nesting areas
for birds, refuges for reptiles and amphibians and micro-habitats for
invertebrates.
Brooks and streams form a valuable habitat for wildlife within the Parish, the
presence of these have resulted in areas of marshy grassland and wet
ditches. Brooks and streams form an important aquatic corridor for dispersing
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and foraging species such as otter and a less disturbed habitat for aquatic
and marginal plants.
Part of the John Musgrave Heritage Trail covers the southern extent of the
Parish, linking together the districts of Teignbridge, Torbay and the South
Hams. The 35 mile long walking trail was launched in 2006 in commemoration
of John Musgrave, a former chairman of the South Devon Ramblers
Association. It is managed by Torbay Coast and Countryside Trust and in
partnership with South Hams District Council, Devon County Council and
Torbay Council. See local tourist information centres or the website listed in
Chapter 5 for further information:

In summary, wildlife highlights of the Parish are:
 Non statutory designated sites
 Limestone grassland
 Woodland, the woodland of Whilborough & Kerswell Down CWS is
particularly noteworthy.
 Green lanes with hedgebanks/hedgerows
 Orchards
 Streams and brooks

2

Desk Study

DBRC have undertaken a data search for designated habitats and species
within the Parish of Kingskerswell. Below is a summary of the designated
habitats. DBRC have recorded a high number of protected and notable
species within and in close proximity to the Parish of Kingskerswell, many of
which are associated with the designated sites. Full details of the data search
are presented in Appendix 1.
2.1

Habitats

No statutory designed sites such as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) or
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) were identified within the Parish. A
large number of non-statutory County Wildlife Sites (CWS’s) and Unconfirmed
County Wildlife Sites (UWS) have also been recorded throughout the Parish.
CWS’s are areas of county importance for wildlife, which are designated on
the basis of the habitat or known presence of a particular species. UWS’s are
sites which have been identified as having potential wildlife interest, but have
not yet been fully surveyed. In addition two Other Sites with Wildlife Interest
were identified, these are sites with significant wildlife interest within a local
context that have been surveyed but do not meet the criteria for County
Wildlife Sites.
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Kerswell Down & Whilborough Common CWS
This 38.9ha site is situated to the west of the Parish. The site is designated for
unimproved limestone grassland and scattered scrub. Over 40 grassland
species have been recorded here together with uncommon limestone scrub
species such as: purging buckthorn and common whitebeam. This site is one
of only three CWS’s designated for limestone grassland within the
Teignbridge district and consequently is a highly significant site for calcareous
species. Records from DBRC include flora species such as: early purple
orchid and common twayblade, bell heather, devil’s bit scabious and wood
betony. Faunal species identified include: common lizard, adder, goldcrest,
nuthatch and green woodpecker. See Appendix 1 for the desk study.
Edginswell Farm CWS
A relatively small area of 2.3ha located to the south east of Kingskerswell.
This CWS is designated for its species-rich, wet, unimproved, neutral
grassland, rush pasture & tall herb vegetation, with some alder/willow carr and
scrub. A stream runs through the centre of the site, and the boundaries
consist of blackthorn hedges and hedges with mature trees. The site supports
uncommon plant communities such as lesser pond sedge fen and birds
including snipe and cetti’s warbler.
Yanndon Lane Fields CWS
A 14.3ha area of mixed farmland located to the north west of the survey area.
This site has been designated for its semi-improved, neutral grassland and
arable. This site has been highlighted as being of particular interest for cirl
bunting.
Kerswell Hill CWS
A 27.9ha area of mixed farmland located to the east of Kingskerswell,
consisting of semi-improved, neutral, improved, reseeded grassland, arable
and running water. The RSPB have identified cirl buntings within this area.
Unconfirmed Wildlife Sites (UWS)
Ten UWS’s are located within the Parish boundary. These sites are scattered
throughout the Parish and have been highlighted as having possible wildlife
interest, but which have not yet been fully surveyed. Habitats which may be
present include: broadleaved woodland, unimproved grassland ,scrub on lime
and marshy grassland adjacent to a stream.
Other Sites of Wildlife Interest (OSWI)
Two OSWI’s were identified within the Parish are: Daccombe Mill, a 4ha area
of semi-improved grassland located to the south of Kerswell Hill CWS and
Aller Orchard Wood, a 2.6 ha of broadleaved woodland located to the north of
the Parish.
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2.2

The UK and Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).

The UK BAP is the government’s response to the Convention on Biological
Diversity signed in 1992. It is a document designed to describe the UK’s
biological resources and commit to a long term plan to protect these
resources. A UK List of 1150 species and 65 habitats has been published and
the conservation approach is being developed by statutory and non statutory
sectors. These national plans have been joined by a series of regional Action
Plans aimed at providing a more local perspective. The Devon BAP builds on
this endeavour, identifying local priorities and providing targets and plans of
action for the County.
The Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) describes the key actions needed
to look after 37 of Devon’s most important habitats and species. It does not
stand alone, but is part of a much wider process aimed at conserving our
biodiversity. A number of these habitats and species have been identified
within the Parish of Kingskerswell.
All of this work has one aim: to encourage practical action on the ground. Its
success depends upon us all.
Biodiversity links:


A link for Devon Biodiversity Action Plans can be found in Chapter 5. This
site also contains links to other nature conservation issues relevant to
Devon, such as information on hedges. If you do not have access to the
internet and require paper copies of relevant sections of the Devon BAP
please contact Devon County Council’s Biodiversity Officer on 01392
382804.



In addition details of biodiversity planning in the South West region can be
viewed at
www.swbiodiversity.org.uk.



A link for the National Action Plans can be also be found in Chapter 5. This
site also contains useful background information on UK biodiversity action
planning.
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Field Survey

3.1

Habitats

Several areas which are of ecological interest were identified during the field
survey. These are discussed below in alphabetical order. Please see
Appendix 3 for a map of some of the habitats recorded during the field survey
visit within the Parish of Kingskerswell.
3.1.1 Broadleaved woodland
Large areas of woodland are uncommon within the Parish with most
woodland comprising of small broadleaved copses particularly in the southern
and central areas of the Parish. A larger area of woodland is present to the
north west of the parish (Whilborough Common & Kerswell Down Hill).
Whilborough Common and Kerswell Down Hill CWS has a variety of habitats
including planted woodland on limestone. Species present include: ash and
oak, hazel, elder, bluebell and wood spurge. Small copses of scrub and trees
occur on the grass-topped plateau with species including: wayfaring tree,
gorse, wild madder, bramble and hawthorn. Dead trees and fallen branches
are abundant and offer great habitat opportunities for woodpeckers, bats,
invertebrates and fungi. Clearings near the car park provide suitable habitat
for moles and the yellow meadow ant. The latter species is typically found in
rough grassland, providing the grass is not cut too often. This species can
also live underground as long as the grass is open enough to allow sunlight to
reach the soil. Yellow meadow ant and other species of invertebrate provide
food for species higher up the food chain such as woodpeckers and small
mammals.

Whilborough Common & Kerswell Down Hill CWS
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Aller Orchard Wood OSWI is located to the north of the parish and is
sandwiched between the quarry workings at Aller Park. The woodland is
located on a hillside and consists of a narrow strip of replanted/regenerated
woodland dissected by a road. Mature trees are infrequent and the overall
diversity in flora species is relatively low. However, species noted on site
include ash, oak, silver birch, hazel, holly, primrose and wild arum.

Aller Wood OSWI
Snakey Copse is located to the south west of Kingskerswell and is owned and
managed by the Woodland Trust. It is high forest mainly of ash and elm. The
woodland may be of ancient woodland origin as there are many woodland
indicator species; however, it is too small to have been considered for the
Ancient Woodland Inventory. A number of limestone outcrops exist within the
woodland boundary which may offer roost sites for bats especially
horseshoes.

A limestone outcrop in Snakey Copse
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Broadleaved mixed and yew woodland is listed as a UK BAP habitat. This
type includes all broadleaved and yew stands and mixed broadleaved and
coniferous stands which have more than 20% of the cover made up of
broadleaved and yew trees. It also includes patches of scrub of above 0.25ha
which form a continuous canopy. Areas of recently felled broadleaved
woodland are also included in this type, along with other integral features of
woodland such as glades and rides.
Broadleaved woodland is a Priority habitat on the UK BAP and oak woodland
is also a Local BAP habitat for the county of Devon.
3.1.2 Brooks, Streams and Ditches
There are several springs in the centre and south of the Parish as well as
brooks, such as Aller Brook which, runs on a northerly to easterly orientation
close to Aller Park Quarry and through the centre of Kingskerswell and Beer’s
Brook which appears to be a tributary of Aller Brook and exits the Parish via
the eastern boundary.
Typical marginal and emergent vegetation was observed around the brooks at
the time of the survey visit including: fools watercress, hemlock water
dropwort and brooklime together with tall ruderal species such as nettle,
broadleaved dock and bramble. Aller Brook is listed as an UWS, potentially
designated for its marshy grassland habitat with a wide margin of reeds,
sedges and rushes.
Streams are listed under the Broad Habitat Action Plans, and Rivers,
Streams, Floodplains and Fluvial Processes are listed on the Devon BAP as
habitats of conservation concern in Devon. Rivers and streams are among the
most valued elements of our natural environment in Devon, both in terms of
the characteristic wildlife that they support, but also and perhaps more
fundamentally, as a source of water which is the basis for all life, human and
non-human alike. Rivers and their valleys are important wildlife corridors
along which animals and plants move to new areas of habitat. Devon’s rivers
and streams have created much of its landscape character. Fluvial processes
have carved valleys and created floodplains. Their well-being underpins much
of our characteristic wildlife habitats and species, as well as the most
fundamental activities of man. Rivers are subject to pressures, both direct and
indirect, from a wide range of human activities. An expanding population
results in increased demands for water and building land. Flood defence and
other river management activities can result in significant modification to the
physical structure and natural processes.
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A swollen brook gives rise to an area of marshy grassland, close to a
new housing development
3.1.3 Built up areas, churchyards & gardens
Kingskerswell Parish includes a fairly large proportion of built up areas due to
its proximity to urban areas such as Torquay and Newton Abbot and the
proximity of the A380 which bisects the parish. Other villages/hamlets within
the parish include North and South Whilborough. The village of Kingskerswell
is mentioned in the Doomsday Book, although it was called Carsewelle and
was held, together with the now ruined manor house by King William. Later on
in history, the village was known as Kings Carswell and eventually the two
words were connected to form Kingskerswell; ‘kerswell’ means ‘’cress
spring’.
St. Mary’s Church dates back to the early part of the 14 th century and bats are
known on occasion to roost within the church and even sometimes in the gaps
around the door. The ruins of the medieval Kingskerswell Manor are located
adjacent to the church although little now remains other than a few standing
walls. The scattered trees and shrubs throughout the graveyard may offer
habitat for nesting birds. Some of the older gravestones have extensive lichen
growths on them and these should not be scraped or washed off. Lichens are
very slow-growing and certain species are dependant on unpolluted air. A
lichen expert should be able to give a species list and identify any rarities.
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Lichen covers many of the gravestones at St Mary’s Church
Built up areas and Gardens are listed on the UK BAP, while Cities, Towns and
Villages are listed on the Devon BAP as a habitat of conservation concern.
The Devon Biodiversity Action Plan covers all places within a largely built-up
environment, in cities, towns and villages, which offer opportunities for the
enjoyment of wildlife and the earth sciences, including parks (but excluding
ancient formal parkland, for which see relevant Action Plan), graveyards,
amenity grasslands, school playing fields, gardens and allotments. People in
the built environment benefit from daily contact with wildlife and natural green
spaces in many different ways; trees help keep down levels of air-borne
pollution; parks and other public green spaces provide a welcome escape
from vehicles and a safe and stimulating environment for children’s play;
gardens and allotments provide people with intimate contact with greenery
and wildlife; in fact a large part of what people in towns and cities call “quality
of life” is provided by access to wildlife in one form or another. Wildlife
conservation projects in towns and cities help to bring local communities
together in a concerted way which few other activities can achieve, as well as
being a way in which people can positively work to improve their local
environment.
3.1.4 Green lanes
A green lane can be defined as a track with field boundaries on either side.
These boundaries may be banks, hedges, woodland edge, stone walls or
fences and often include features such as ditches or streams are incorporated
within the lanes. The combination of the track, its boundaries and associated
features create a landscape unit with its own microclimate and ecology.
Sheltered conditions within lanes are of great importance to butterfly
populations and may be more botanically species-rich than single hedge
boundaries. The green lanes present within the Kingskerswell parish are
utilised mainly as bridleways, although one green lane to the south of the
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parish is unusually used as a road. Green lanes exist between Moles Cross
and Style Park Gardens to South Whilborough, between South Whilborough
and North Whilborough and from North Whilborough to Kerswell Down Hill.
These lanes are characterised by a narrow, stony sunken track between two
high hedge banks, sometimes the trees overhang the lane giving the illusion
of a green, dappled tunnel. Hedgebanks are dense and species rich with
woodland flora occurring right from the bottom to the top of the banks.
Species recorded during the survey visit include: harts tongue fern, wild
garlic, red campion, dog’s mercury, dog violet, bluebell, primrose, celandine
and male fern.

A green lane to the south of the parish
3.1.5 Limestone grassland
Limestone or calcareous grasslands are found on shallow soils over limestone
rock and are particularly uncommon in Devon. In areas which have avoided
agricultural improvement, these grasslands can support an exceptional
diversity of plants, many of which are uncommon ‘calcareous specialists’.
Among the striking and colourful plants within the Parish’s calcareous
grasslands are wild marjoram, lady’s bedstraw, fairy flax, greater butterfly
orchid, common rock-rose and sweet basil. Short and tall herb-rich swards,
rocky outcrops, bare ground, dense and scattered scrub are all valuable
components characteristic of limestone grasslands and present within the
parish. This structural diversity supports a rich invertebrate fauna, birds,
reptiles and mammals.
Limestone grassland is a UK BAP habitat. Within the Teignbridge district only
three CWS’s designated for limestone grassland have been identified one of
which is Whilborough Common & Kerswell Down Hill. The site includes a
grass-topped plateau managed by rabbit grazing. Flora species recorded
include crested dogs’ tail, cats’ ear, yarrow, ribwort plantain, daisy, self-heal
and salad burnet which is a species generally associated with lime. Other
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areas of potential interest for limestone grassland
Whilborough, Manor House Farm and Longlands Farm.

include:

South

Limestone grassland at Whilborough Common &
Kerswell Down Hill CWS
3.1.6 Marshy grassland
Within the Parish several areas of marshy grassland were noted. These are
dominated by soft rush, with occasional creeping thistle and dock species.
They are usually located within close proximity to small streams such as
adjacent to Aller Brook in the north of the parish.

An example of Kingskerswell’s marshy grassland
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3.1.7 Orchards
Within the village of North Whilborough is a small orchard with a number of
twisted fruit trees located within scrub and tussocky grassland. Other orchards
are located around South Whilborough, to the south of Teignbridge Plantation,
and to the west of the railway line. Historic plans shows that Kingskerswell
had many extensive gardens and orchards however now only relics remain.
Traditional orchards are listed as a Priority habitat on the UK BAP.
3.1.8 Pits, quarries and cuttings
Whilst recently worked faces of limestone quarries have little wildlife interest,
they gradually develop a specialist fauna and flora, for instance, various rare
lichens are associated with limestone rock outcrops. Limestone outcrops,
quarries and exposures are also of geological interest. Some limestone has
been eroded to form caves and ‘karst’ (features resulting from water erosion
of limestone).
Pits and quarries are also of importance for the varied wildlife they support.
Uncommon species of bird such as the peregrine falcon and raven may use
quarry edges to nest, greater and lesser horseshoe bats roost in caves and
reptiles such as common lizard and adder may be found basking in sunny
areas in sheltered spots. Aller Park is a working sand quarry located to the
north of the Parish. Stoneycombe Quarry, a limestone quarry, is located just
outside the western boundary of Kingskerswell Parish. Habitats observed
from the boundaries of Aller Park Quarry include: cliffs, large lakes, scrub and
early colonisers.
Pitts, quarries and cuttings and caves and karsts are listed on the Devon BAP
as habitats of conservation concern in Devon.

Aller Park Quarry, north Kingskerswell
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3.1.9 Ponds
Very few ponds were noted during the survey visit, although there may be
others present away from roads and public footpaths. One pond was noted
within Aller Orchard Wood OSWI. It is small and is situated close to the
entrance. It appears to have been recently created as the water was cloudy
and little aquatic vegetation was present. Approximately half of the pond is
edged by scrub and small trees. Ponds, streams and wetlands have value for
many types of wildlife, including amphibians, invertebrates, birds, mammals
and plants. They also have a high amenity and educational value, particularly
for children. Ponds are listed as a priority habitat on the UK BAP.

Aller Wood pond
3.1.10 Railway Embankments
The railway line between Torquay and Newton Abbot which bisects the Parish
may offer an unexpected refuge for many species of wildlife. Railway
embankments generally consist of one or more of the following habitats:
grassland, ruderal vegetation, scrub and woodland. These habitats have the
potential to act as a ‘green corridor’ by linking other, more isolated habitats
together, therefore enabling the movement of both flora and fauna species.
Fauna species that may use this habitat include: reptiles, nesting birds,
badgers, bats and many small mammals. Network Rail estimate that in the UK
around 30,000 hectares vegetation forms the edges of railway lines however,
it is also realised that in order to retain safe travel, this habitat must be
managed. Management is usually carried out by the felling or trimming of
shrubs and trees and the use of herbicides; these activities are potentially
damaging operations and pose some risk to species of wildlife. The railway
habitat is also subject to another threat: non-native species, such as:
Japanese knotweed, buddleia, and giant hogweed. These species rapidly
dominate large areas and can out-compete native species. The photograph
below illustrates a mosaic of habitats on a railway embankment in
Kingskerswell which include: rough grassland suitable for reptiles, scrub
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vegetation providing a home for nesting birds, large trees in the distance that
may be suitable for roosting bats and a ditch which may provide refuges for
amphibians.

A railway embankment, Kingskerswell
3.1.11 Roadside verges
Roadside verges occur across the Kingskerswell Parish, and are generally of
good quality, consisting of semi-improved grassland. Those of note include:
along the green lane from Tower to Prout’s Barn which support a diverse
woodland flora including dog violet, lords and ladies, wild garlic, pignut and
celandine and Mill Lane to the west which has a semi-improved grassland
verge approximately 1.5m wide with woodland flora including stinking iris. For
further information on Devon’s roadside verges and ways to get involved see
Chapter 5.

A grass verge along Mill Lane
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Roadside verges often support flower-rich grassland, as well as a variety of
semi-natural habitats including calcareous, neutral and acid grassland,
heathland, open water (ditches), broadleaved woodland, scrub, hedgerows
and walls. They may also support populations of scarce or declining species
of flora and/or fauna, some of which enjoy statutory protection. Linear
grassland habitats provide a valuable wildlife resource. Verges provide shelter
and food for a variety of species from insects and small mammals, to larger
predators such as birds of prey.
Devon has a very substantial resource of roadside verges; approximately
14,000 km of roads, corresponding to about 2,000 ha of roadside verge.
However, of this very large resource, the area which is species-rich is
relatively small and localised in distribution.
Devon County Council (DCC) and the Highways Agency manage roadside
verges to incorporate prescriptions to maintain or enhance wildlife interests.
DCC operate a Special Verge Scheme to manage areas of particular wildlife
or amenity value. These verges are protected from damaging activities, and
grass cutting is limited to specific periods to avoid the destruction of attractive
stands of wildflowers.
3.1.12 Species-rich hedges
Hedgerows are essential corridors for the movement of wildlife and may
support many animals and plants. For example the dormouse, which is fully
protected under UK and European legislation, and primrose, a Devon BAP
species, are common within hedgerow habitats. The majority of hedgerows
within the Kingskerswell Parish are built upon earth banks and faced with
stone. They support a wide variety of woody species, typically including:
beech, blackthorn, hazel, hawthorn, holly and sycamore with mature standing
trees including English oak and ash. Many also contain a good number of
non-woody species, with the highest count for one hedgerow being 27
species. Hedgerows of particular note include those situated in the south of
the Parish, particularly along green lanes.
Hedgerows require some management from time to time to keep them in
good condition. That so many are still in good condition is a testament to the
skill and hard work of generations of farmers. But there are changes even in
the oldest hedge lines as the way the majority are managed has altered.
There is now less farm labour available and more reliance on mechanical
cutting rather than traditional hedge laying (or, as it is known in Devon,
‘steeping’).
Even the mechanical cutting has changed as reciprocating cutters that could
cut shrub stems cleanly have given way to tractor-mounted flails which can
tackle slightly older growth but at the expense of every stem being shattered.
Flailing can actually promote bud development (on hawthorn, for example,
research indicates that severe damage to the end of a branch encourages
shoot development further down in the base of the plant which can help to
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thicken it up). However, flailing can also leave shrubs susceptible to infection.
As individual hedge plants die, they leave gaps which render the hedge less
effective and which would in the past have been filled when the hedge was
next steeped. Some of the hedges in the Parish are regularly flailed or
trimmed leaving them a neat box shape.
With the advent of mechanical hedge-trimming has come another change - it
is now possible to trim all the hedges on a farm in one year. It is this that
perhaps has had the most impact on the vertebrate wildlife. Fruiting and
seeding species are very much less productive as some shrubs only fruit
every other year and there is a different and less varied structure. Also,
shrubs that do produce a good berry crop are sometimes cut in the early
autumn before the birds, particularly the migrants, can gain any advantage
from this food source. A couple of generations ago, many hedges on a farm
might have been cut less frequently, allowing them to be much more
productive in the meantime.
Recognising these changes does allow choices in the way hedges are
managed in the future. Hedges can be cut on a two or even three year
rotation. Alternatively, perhaps only one or two of the three ‘faces’ (the top
and the two sides) could be cut in any one year. This wouldn’t stop road or
drive side hedges being cut because of safety and visual reasons, however,
for the majority of hedges it would have two major benefits: it would take less
time (and hence cost) and it would benefit wildlife! However, whatever pattern
of cutting is adopted, “all hedges, except perhaps holly, will need laying or
coppicing sooner or later because they will become thin at the base. This is
the best form of long-term management” (Devon’s hedges: Conservation and
management, Devon County Council / Devon Hedge Group).
Once it was realised nationally that many thousands of kilometres of
hedgerow were being lost annually and that something ought to be done
about it, the Hedgerow Regulations (made under Section 97 of the
Environment Act 1995) were introduced in England and Wales in 1997 to
protect them. The Regulations are intended to prevent the removal of most
countryside hedgerows without first submitting a hedgerow removal notice to
the local planning authority. The local planning authorities are only able to
require the retention of ‘important’ hedgerows. The Regulations then set out
criteria to be used by the local authority in determining which hedgerows are
important (Bickmore, 2002).
In a largely agricultural landscape, such as Kingskerswell the hedgerows and
hedgebanks represent continuity as features in the landscape and provide a
significant wildlife resource at a time when the fields may themselves be used
more intensively.
Various definitions of species-rich hedges have been used in different parts of
the country but it would not be unreasonable to treat a hedge that has five or
more woody species in a 30 metre length as a ‘species-rich’ one.
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Ancient and or semi-natural species-rich hedges are listed on the UK and
Devon BAP lists. Many of the hedges within the Parish of Kingskerswell would
be classified as species-rich. The hedges also provide sheltered corridors
though areas of farmland; link copses and woodlands and probably support a
good variety of invertebrates.
3.2

Species

3.2.1 Birds
During the visit a range of bird species were recorded within the semi-natural
and agricultural habitats of the Parish. Relatively common species such as
blackbird, blue tit, carrion crow, chaffinch, great tit, greenfinch, house sparrow,
long-tailed tit, magpie, robin, wood pigeon and wren were observed
throughout the Parish particularly within the network of hedgebanks,
woodland and stands of trees. Fieldfare and herring gull were noted within the
agricultural fields and a pair of ravens was observed flying through the Parish.
In addition two buzzards were observed circling on thermal winds to the south
west of the Parish near Red Hill, and two skylarks were heard singing
territorially.
Fieldfare and herring gull are amber listed species, which means that their UK
populations have shown a moderate decline (25-49%) decline over the last 25
years. The skylark is listed on the UK BAP as a species of conservation
concern. The UK breeding population of skylark on lowland farmland has
declined by 54% between 1969 and 1991. Considerable research in recent
years has indicated that the most likely cause of the decline is the increase in
the winter-sowing of cereals, which restricts opportunities for late-season
nesting attempts because of vegetation height, and may reduce over winter
survival by reducing the area of stubbles.
A large number of bird species were identified within the Parish by DBRC.
Species include birds which are highlighted as ‘Red’ listed species e.g. those
which are of high conservation concern, such as those whose population or
range is rapidly declining, recently or historically, and those of global
conservation concern. Red listed species recorded by DBRC within the Parish
of Kingkerswell include: cirl bunting, bullfinch, house sparrow and marsh tit.
Many of thes species have been recorded at Kerswell Hill CWS and
Whilborough Common and Kerswell Down CWS.
Cirl bunting is a bird of lowland farmland; it has very specific requirements for
climate and habitat, being restricted to the south west of England. It is best
seen in fields and hedgerows near the south Devon coast, where it feeds on
seeds and insects. It is also thought that changes in agricultural practices
have led to its decline.
Bullfinch eats mainly seeds and buds, but feeds insects to its young. Along
woodland edges is perhaps the best habitat in which to spot it, however it may
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also be encountered in orchards and hedgerows. This bird is fairly uncommon
and is listed on the UK BAP species.
House sparrow is found in a wide variety of habitats, mainly feeding on seeds
and scraps. Surprisingly, this species has declined by 62% over the last 25
years and has subsequently earned a place on the UK BAP list. The reasons
for the species decline are not yet fully understood, however it is suspected
that changes in farm practices during the last century have played a
significant role.
Marsh tits range between the upper canopy to lower undergrowth when
feeding on seeds and insects. Its habitat largely consists of deciduous
woodland, however it is also found in parks and gardens; although it is quite
scarce in urban areas.
Amber listed species recorded by DBRC within the Parish of Kingskerswell
are: snipe, cuckoo, goldcrest, green woodpecker and redwing. These have
mainly been observed within Whilborough Common and Kerswell Down CWS,
Edginswell CWS and Kerswell Hill CWS.
Snipe is a medium-size wading bird with short legs and a long straight bill. In
winter it can be best seen around the edges of pools in well-vegetated
wetlands, where it feeds on small invertebrates, including worms and insect
larvae. Steep declines in the numbers found in lowland grassland habitat over
the past 25 years have placed the species on the amber list; the south west
supports relatively low numbers of the species.
The cuckoo is a breeding summer visitor to the UK, feeding on insects,
especially hairy caterpillars and is a bird of open land. The species is known
as a brood-parasite; the female laying its eggs in the nests of other birds,
especially meadow pipits, dunnocks and reed warblers. It is also a UK BAP
species as the species has recently shown moderate a decline.
Goldcrest, the UK’s smallest bird, favours habitat in coniferous trees and
bushes, where it feeds on insects, however it is also found in broadleaved
woodland, where there are conifers nearby and in suburban parks and large
gardens. Large numbers arrive in autumn when they may be found in bushes,
particularly on the south and east coasts.
The largest of the breeding woodpeckers in this country, the green
woodpecker inhabits open deciduous woodland, parks, orchards and
farmland; however, it may also be seen feeding on heaths, downland and
pasture, where it eats insects, especially ants, which are its favoured food.
In addition, the following species have been recorded at Kerswell Down;
treecreeper, great spotted woodpecker, sparrowhawk, garden warbler, jay,
nuthatch, chiffchaff and blackcap. Cetti’s warbler was heard in the scrub and
hedgerows of Edginswell CWS.
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3.2.2 Invertebrates
Due to the timing of the survey visit combined with the cold weather of the day
very few invertebrate species were recorded aside from one bumblebee.
However DBRC records identify a number of invertebrates have been
recorded previously within the Parish, some with high conservation value.
Butterflies
The following UK BAP species have been recorded within the Parish: small
heath, white-letter hairstreak, grizzled skipper, wall brown, white admiral and
brown hairstreak.
Brown hairstreak butterflies are listed as a Nationally Notable (B) species,
which means that they are known from 100 or fewer 10km squares in the UK.
It is also protected against sale under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). This rare butterfly depends upon
hedgerows and woodland edges for its survival. It breeds on blackthorn and
other Prunus species. Colonies of this species usually occur at low densities
over a large area. Due to its dependence on hedgerows, this species is
affected by hedgerow removal and excessive hedgerow management. Adult
butterflies usually emerge from late July and spend much of their lives in
treetops or along woodland edges. They are most often seen with their wings
closed, revealing golden brown underwings crossed by two thin white lines,
they also have distinctive orange tails. Eggs are laid on young blackthorn
steams where they remain throughout the winter. They hatch when the leaves
of the blackthorn open the following May. In order to create suitable habitat for
this species, hedgerows should be trimmed once every 3-5 years, with no
more than a third cut each year. It is important that hedges cut in any one
year are in different areas.
Other butterflies recorded in the Parish include; large white, brown argus,
comma, marbled white, meadow brown, peacock, gatekeeper, red admiral,
ringlet, small skipper, speckled wood, common blue, large skipper, silverwashed fritillary and small copper and small white.
Moths
The following UK BAP species have been recorded within the Parish: darkbarred twin-spot carpet, dot moth, grey dagger, lackey, mullein wave, rustic,
small square-spot, buff ermine, cinnabar, knotgrass and pretty chalk carpet.
In addition, the following nationally notable (B) species have been identified:
white-line snout, blomer's rivulet and mocha.
Leopard moth, silver y, 6 spot burnet and scarlet tiger have also been
recorded within the Parish.
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Other invertebrates identified include great green bush cricket, a Devon BAP
species, long-winged conehead, a nationally notable species (A), known to
occur in only 30 or fewer 10km squares, and bloody-nosed beetle.
3.2.3 Mammals
A diverse range of mammals have been recorded by DBRC within the
Kingskerswell Parish including badger, bats, hedgehog, pygmy shrew, roe
deer, otter and water shrew. These species are discussed further below.
Badger
There are several records of badgers within the Kingskerswell Parish.
Badgers are easily recognisable by the conspicuous black and white stripes
running from the nose to the shoulders. Badgers feed on earthworms, frogs,
rodents, birds, eggs, lizards, insects, bulbs, seeds and berries and are
nocturnal emerging from their setts at dusk. They live in family groups, of up
to 12 individuals, which occupy a shared territory of 125-375 acres. The
boundaries of the territories are marked out with scent from glands, urine and
faeces to deter animals from other family groups. Badgers inhabit
underground burrows called setts which consist of several chambers,
passages and entrances and are often used by successive generations of
badgers. Nesting material is often carried out of the sett in the day and aired
in the sunshine. Badgers are gregarious and will indulge in playful romping,
which helps to strengthen their social bonds.
Evidence in the form of well-used latrines and tracks were identified on
Windmill Lane to the south west of the Parish.

Part of a badger latrine in Kingskerswell
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Bats
Pipistrelle bats are known to roost in the village of Kingskerswell, where they
form transient roosts which change often depending on weather and
temperature requirements. Noctule bats are also known to roost in a dead
tree to the west of the railway line and St Mary’s Church. Bat boxes have also
been erected within this tree to provide additional roosting features.
Three species of bat have been recorded within Kingskerswell Parish by
DBRC: common pipistrelle, brown long-eared and lesser horseshoe bats,
although it is anticipated that a higher number of species could occur within
the Parish. In terms of international law these species of bat are protected
under the Bern convention of European wildlife and natural habitats and the
Bonn convention, which protects migratory species. European legislation
consists of the Habitats and Species Directive which covers all three of the
above species. Both the brown long-eared and lesser horseshoe are also UK
BAP species. The legislation makes it illegal to intentionally kill, injure or take
a bat, or to damage, obstruct or destroy any place that a bat uses for shelter
or protection.
The pipistrelle is Britain’s smallest and most common bat. It varies in colour,
but will usually have a medium to dark brown back and be slightly paler
underneath. Pipistrelle is the most common species in towns. Its flight
appears fast and jerky as it forages for small insects, which are caught and
eaten on the wing. Bats consume a high number of invertebrates and a single
pipistrelle may consume up to 3000 insects a night. Only very recently have
scientists recognised that pipistrelle bats actually comprise of two distinct
species, the common pipistrelle and the soprano pipistrelle.

Dead tree utilised by noctule bats
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Buildings are the most favoured roost sites for this species and more than half
of known roosts are in buildings less than 30 years old. Pipistrelles prefer to
roost in very confined spaces around the outside of the building, typical sites
being behind hanging tiles, weather boarding, soffit and barge or eaves
boarding, between roofing felt and roof tiles or in cavity walls. Pipistrelles
rarely enter roof spaces except in the more stable, well-established large
colonies found particularly in older buildings.
The brown long-eared bat is a medium sized bat. Its ears are nearly as long
as its body, however, when at rest it curls them back like rams horns, or tucks
them away completely under its wings leaving only the pointed inner lobe of
the ear (the tragus) visible, therefore the ears are not always obvious. The
brown long-eared bat is the second most common species in Britain and is
found throughout the UK. It has declined in Britain due to changing land use,
including modern intensive agricultural practices, which have resulted in the
loss of suitable feeding habitats and hollow trees for roosting. It is particularly
susceptible to pesticides, especially when they are used in roofs where the
creatures often roost on exposed timbers. Many roosts have been found in
buildings, particularly older ones with large open roof spaces. Bats roost
singly or in small groups among the roof timbers of the apex, especially
around ridge ends and chimneys, and in crevices in ridge tiles. Favourite roost
sites are often indicated by grease marks on the timbers.
The lesser horseshoe is one of Britain’s smallest species. At rest it hangs with
its wings wrapped around its body and is about the size of a plum. Originally
cave dwelling, the lesser horseshoe now utilises roofs in larger houses and
stable blocks. Winter roosts consist of caves, mines, tunnels andcellars. Its
feeding habitat consists of open deciduous woodland, scrub, parkland,
wetland and permanent pasture. It feeds on flies (mainly midges), small
moths, caddisflies, lacewings, beetles, small wasps, spiders. The species is
rare in the British Isles and is confined mainly to Wales, western England and
western Ireland. Its decline is thought to be due to changes in farming
practices, it is also very susceptible to roost disturbance.
There are a number of buildings situated within the Parish of Kingskerswell
which would provide excellent roosting opportunities for bat species. These
include farm buildings and, in particular, derelict barns. Trees, with a dense
covering of ivy, woodpecker holes, dead wood, cracks and/or peeling bark
provide ideal natural roost sites. Limestone outcrops and disused quarries
may also offer a suitable home. In addition, there are a number of areas which
provide suitable foraging habitat for bats. Both the species-rich hedgerows
and woodland contain a diverse range of flora species which in turn support
insects, a food source for bats. Areas within the Parish which are particularly
suitable for foraging bats include the linear features such as the green lanes
and brooks that bisect the Parish. In addition, the areas of species-rich
grassland create a haven for invertebrates. The habitats are also relatively
well connected, an important requirement for bats, which have been known to
avoid crossing gaps in habitats of as little as 10m.
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Hedgehog
The hedgehog is not related to the porcupine, which is a rodent; rather it is a
member of the shrew and mole family. Although the exact timings are weather
dependant, hibernation usually occurs from November and ends around
Easter, the hedgehog needing to weigh around 450g (1lb.) to survive the
winter. It may wake up several times over winter to make a new nest, which is
made of leaves and tucked under a bush, log pile, garden shed or anywhere
else that offers support and protection. The species is common in parks,
gardens and farmland throughout mainland Britain and Ireland; however, it
prefers woodland edges, hedgerows and suburban habitats and other places
where food is abundant. The hedgehogs diet mainly consists of beetles,
worms, caterpillars and slugs; but it will also take eggs and chicks of groundnesting birds. Hedgehogs appear to be in decline at present mainly due to
changes in farm practices, the use of chemicals on farmland and gardens and
the frequency of deaths on roads. The hedgehog is partially protected under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).
Pygmy shrew
The pygmy shrew is a small mammal with a markedly pointed snout and
greyish/brown fur. It is smaller than the common shrew but has a
proportionately longer and thicker tail. It can be found in most habitats which
offer suitable ground cover. Its diet mainly consists of insects, arachnids and
woodlice, and it needs to eat regular meals, consuming up to 125% of its body
weight in a single day. The pygmy shrew is protected under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).
Roe deer
Roe deer are protected both under the Deer Act 1991 and under the
European Bern Convention appendix III. They are a medium sized deer that
lives in woodland, preferably deciduous with open patches of ground. Adults
live alone or in small groups of up to about a dozen individuals, sometimes
more. A male living alone ejects other male roe deer from his territory. A
female living alone lives on a range which overlaps with the ranges of other
roe deer. A number of areas within the Parish are considered suitable habitats
for deer including Whilborough Common and Kerswell Down, Aller Orchard
Wood and Snakey Copse.
Otter
Otter was recorded in Aller Brook, Kingskerswell, although it is likely to be
present in any/all of the watercourses within the Parish. Formerly widespread
throughout the UK, the otter underwent a rapid decline in numbers from the
1950s to 1970s and was effectively lost from midland and south-eastern
counties of England by the 1980s. Populations remain in Wales, south-west
England and much of Scotland, where sea loch and coastal colonies comprise
one of the largest populations in Europe. There is also a significant population
of otters in Northern Ireland. The decline now appears to have halted and
more sightings are being reported. Devon has an internationally important
otter population and otters are now found on most watercourses and wetlands
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throughout the county. Otters are now re-colonising areas where they were
thought to have been lost during the 60s and 70s. The main serious threat to
otters today is roads, with many animals sadly reported dead each year. The
otter is listed on both the UK and the Devon BAP as a species of conservation
concern. Otters are well known to utilise a variety of watercourses even very
small streams such as those in Kingskerswell. In addition, otters forage over
large areas and therefore it is extremely likely that they use the majority of the
watercourses within the Parish. Otters are protected by the Wildlife and
Countryside Act (1981) as amended and the Conservation (Natural Habitats
and Species) Regulations (1994). Under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act it is illegal to intentionally kill, capture, disturb or injure any
otter. It is also an offence to destroy or damage any breeding sites or resting
place.
Water shrew
The water shrew is a semi-aquatic mammal that is most often found in
habitats close to water, including the banks of streams, rivers, ponds and
drainage ditches, as well as reed-beds and fens. Sometimes it is found far
from water in rough grasslands, scrub, woodlands and hedgerows. Its key
food sources usually consist of freshwater shrimps, water slaters and caddis
larvae, however, it will also occasionally take frogs, newts, small fish and
many terrestrial invertebrates such as earthworms, snails and beetles. Its
main predators are barn and tawny owls, kestrels, foxes and pike. The worst
threats from humans include habitat loss and pollution in waterways. The
species is protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended) and may be trapped only under licence.

3.2.4 Plants
Plant species noted on the survey visit undertaken in March 2009 are listed in
Appendix 2. Species of particular interest include bluebell and primrose; other
species noted during the field survey are listed in Appendix 2.
Wild bluebells are protected in Britain with respect to sale under schedule 8
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and are classified as a UK Biodiversity
Action Plan species of conservation concern, although not a priority species.
Bluebell was noted during the field survey on the road verges and older
hedgerows.
Primrose was noted in several locations on hedge banks, under older
hedgerows and along roadside verges throughout the Parish during the field
survey. The primrose is listed on the Devon BAP as it is intended to help to
raise public awareness of the need to conserve commonplace and
characteristic elements of Devon’s countryside. The primrose is not rare in
Devon, but it may act as an indicator species to the health of Devon’s
environment, and by conserving the primrose, we may help to conserve some

Report 08/174a Parish Biodiversity Audit – Kingskerswell Parish

of the habitats in which it is found. These include woodlands, hedges, road
verges and churchyards.
A significant number of plant species have been recorded by DBRC including:
rock rose, hound's-tongue, dropwort, greater butterfly-orchid, purging
buckthorn, stinking hellebore, Autumn lady's-tresses, common gromwell,
pyramidal orchid and spurge-laurel.
Rock rose, hound's-tongue, dropwort and greater butterfly-orchid have only
been found in 1-25 2km squares in Devon. Buckthorn and stinking hellebore
are Devon Notable species and also Devon rarities i.e. native species
recorded from 3 or fewer localities within Devon. Stinking hellebore has been
found at two locations within the Kingskerswell Parish, and is also considered
to be nationally scarce, which means it is found in 15-100 10km squares in
Atlas of British Flora 1962.
Autumn lady's-tresses, common gromwell, pyramidal orchid and spurge-laurel
are Devon Notable2 species i.e. species found in only in 26-50 2km squares in
Atlas of Devon Flora 1984.
In addition, common whitebeam, a tree scarce in Devon, and the nationally
threatened lichen Parmelia quercina, have also been recorded.
Japanese knotweed
This invasive species has been recorded by DBRC in three locations within
the Parish, although none was observed during field visit. Japanese knotweed
is native to Japan, Taiwan and China, and was introduced to Europe as an
ornamental plant in the early 19th century. It is a large vigorous ‘weed’ that
appears to have no natural enemies in Britain. It can colonise most habitats
and is regarded as a troublesome pest in many parts of the country because
of its rapid invasion and domination, which results in the exclusion of other
plants. It can damage property (for example by growing through tarmac or
even the floors of houses). A fragment of root as small as 0.8 grams can grow
to form a new plant. It is listed under schedule 9 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) where it is an offence to release the plant
into the wild.
3.2.5 Reptiles and Amphibians
A number of reptiles and amphibians have been recorded within the Parish;
common lizard, adder, slowworm, common frog, common toad, and smooth
newt.
All of these species are protected from killing and injury under Schedule 5 the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and protected by the
European Bern Convention. In addition, viviparous lizard, adder, slowworm
and common toad are also on the UK BAP Priority Species list and the
common frog is listed on the European Species Directive.
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The common lizard has a long body and short legs. The species has coarse
scales which range from grey, brown, bronze or green on the back, males are
generally darker than females. It has a series of white spots down its flanks,
which fuse to form a line, as well as a black line along the back. It is found in a
range of habitats including woodland, marshes, heathland, moors, sand
dunes, hedgerows, bogs and rubbish dumps. The common lizard hunts
insects, spiders, snails and earthworms, stunning its prey by first shaking and
then swallowing whole. The common lizard has the ability to shed its tails in
order to fool predators when threatened.
The adder can usually be identified by a dark zigzag on its back which
contrasts with a white or pale grey colour on the male or a brownish colour on
the female; however, some individuals are entirely black. The best time to see
an adder is in the spring when it emerges from hibernation. Adders prefer
open habitats such as heathland, moorland, open woodland and sea cliffs.
Once pregnant, the female retreats, often up to 1km from her winter refuge, to
give birth to live young-unlike most reptiles which lay eggs. Adders eat small
rodents, frogs, newts and have even been known to eat the eggs of groundnesting birds.
The slowworm is actually a legless lizard and not a snake as it may first seem.
The main distinguishing features are that the slowworm has eye lids and will
shed its tail when threatened by a predator. Its appearance is always shiny;
the males are a greyish brown, the females’ brown with dark sides and a thin
line down the back. The slowworm can be found in almost any open or semiopen habitat. The species likes warmth but will remain under a cover in the
form of a stone, log or even a piece of discarded rubbish such as a sheet of
corrugated iron or plank of wood if it is exposed to the sun. Slow worms will
readily utilise compost heaps where it is warm and they can find food. The
species feeds on slow moving prey, particularly small slugs.
The common frog is brown or olive-brown in colour, with most individuals
having irregular black markings on the back and two narrow, lighter stripes
along each side of the back; however, colouration is extremely variable. Wellgrown common frog tadpoles can be distinguished from those of the common
toad, as the former are tinged with gold and the latter are black. Frogs diet
consists of snails, slugs, worms and a range of insects.
Common toads have a broad, squat body, with short toes, webbed hind feet
and a rounded snout. Their eyes are orange with black horizontal pupils. They
are covered in raised warts, particularly on the back and sides. Their skin
colour varies according to time of year, area, sex and age. They can be dark
brown, grey, olive, terracotta or sandy coloured, with a grey-white underside,
and are sometimes covered in darker markings on their backs. Common
toads secrete an irritant substance from their skin that prevents most
predators from eating them. Unfortunately for the toads, a few predators, such
as grass snakes and hedgehogs, do not seem to be deterred by this irritant.
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Common toads can live for up to 40 years. They inhabit damp areas of
deciduous woodland, scrub, gardens, parks and fields. In the breeding
season, they live in ponds, lakes, ditches and slow-moving rivers. Common
toads are opportunistic feeders, catching invertebrates such as insects,
larvae, spiders, slugs and worms, on their sticky tongues. Larger toads also
prey on slow worms, small grass snakes and harvest mice, which are
swallowed alive. Toads can sometimes be seen in the daytime following
rainfall, but they are generally nocturnal, and are most active on rainy nights.
Sadly, in their desperate bid to reach breeding sites, many toads are run over
by traffic - 20 tons are killed annually on British roads alone. Tunnels under
the road are an effective way of reducing this toll.
The smooth newt is the most common of the three newt species in Britain.
Both the male and female are brown but while the female is plain, the male is
spotty and develops a continuous wavy crest along his back in the breeding
season. Both sexes have a yellow to orange belly with black spots and differ
from palmate newts by also having a spotty neck. In ponds, newts most likely
to be seen during the breeding season, which extends from February to June.
Outside the breeding season they may be found under logs and other debris.
The species feeds on small invertebrates both in and out of the water. The
efts (or tadpoles) develop their front legs before their back, unlike frogs and
toads.
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Links between the wildlife of Kingskerswell and the Devon BAP
Kingskerswell
wildlife feature

Brief description of feature

Link with the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

Aller Park Quarry &
Stoneycombe
Quarry

Sand extraction quarry to the north of
Kingskerswell & limestone extraction quarry to
the west

Broadleaved
woodland

Woodland dominated by oak and ash

Brooks and streams

All watercourses that bisect the Parish













Built up areas,
Graveyards &
gardens

Graveyards, and gardens within built-up
environments






Limestone
grassland

Whilborough Common & Kerswell Down Hill
CWS. Small UWS’s throughout the parish

 Limestone grassland Habitat Action Plan
 Cirl bunting Species Action Plan
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Pits, quarries and cuttings Habitat Action Plan
Caves and karsts Habitat Action Plan
Limestone grassland Habitat Action Plan
Greater horseshoe bat Species Action Plan
Dormouse Species Action Plan
Barn owl Species Action Plan
Primrose Species Action Plan
Oak woodland Habitat Action Plan
Broadleaved woodland Action Plan
Greater horseshoe bat Species Action Plan
Rivers, streams, floodplains and fluvial processes
Habitat Action Plan
 Rivers and streams Broad Habitat Action Plan
 Otter Species Action Plan
Barn owl Species Action Plan
Cities & Towns Habitat Action Plan
Built up areas & gardens Habitat Action Plan
Bat Species Action Plans
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Orchards

Scattered throughout the Parish

 Traditional Orchards Habitat Action Plan

Ponds

South of Aller Orchard Wood

 Pond Habitat Action Plan

Species-rich
hedgerows

Ancient/species-rich hedgerows






View the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan at www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity.
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Species-rich hedges Habitat Action Plan
Dormouse Species Action Plan
Primrose Species Action Plan
Cirl bunting Species Action Plan

4

Some Ideas for Local Action…

A major step to knowing what you can do for your local wildlife and geology is to
know what you have already got. This report will help you in this, but it is just a start.
Ultimately, the protection and enhancement of the local natural environment requires
the interest and enthusiasm of the local community.
Here follows some initial ideas for local nature conservation action. Many of them will
directly help to achieve the objectives of the habitat and species action plans
contained in the UK and Devon BAP.
It is by no means an exhaustive list. As a community, you may have many more
ideas for action that you would like to take forward in the coming years.

1

Further survey:

This report is just a beginning. Carrying out further surveys within your area will help
build a better picture of the wildlife present, and of the opportunities for
enhancement. Gaining a better understanding of the resource is usually a key
objective of the Devon BAP’s habitat and species action plans.
A bat survey, carried out by an experienced surveyor, especially around derelict
buildings, old trees and linear features, should help build up a picture of bats in the
Parish. This may contribute to the Greater Horseshoe Species Action Plan if they are
found to be present.
A breeding bird survey (BBS) of the various habitats such as woodlands, grassland,
(in particularly the marshy areas and arable fields), should help to build up a picture
of the diversity of birds species present within the Parish. The BBS consists of three
site visits and could be carried out by anyone with good bird identification skills
during the spring/summer and repeated annually. Further details can be found at the
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) website. This may contribute to the Species
Action Plans of a number of birds including barn owl, cirl bunting and curlew, for link
to the website, please see Chapter 5.
You might also include a dormouse nut hunt in the autumn to establish if any of the
woodlands or hedgerows has dormice and this would contribute to the Dormouse
Species Action Plan for Devon and the UK.
One example of survey work that might be undertaken is a hedgerow appraisal for
your local area. Comparing the current distribution of hedges against boundary lines
shown on old maps will give a clue as to how this important resource has changed
over recent years. It may also highlight opportunities for restoring hedges in your
area. It might also be possible to assess the condition of hedges and this may, in
turn, give some ideas about improving their future management to benefit wildlife.
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This would directly contribute to the Species-rich Hedgerows Habitat Action Plan.
Survey work could be undertaken as a community group or in liaison with
conservation groups active in the area.
Help to build up a picture of the state of Devon’s environment by sending your
records to the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre where they can be properly
collated.

2

Influence the management of Public Open Space:

Creating areas of more species-rich hedgerows will help to reduce the isolation of the
remaining fragments of hedgerow and woodland, contributing to the species-rich
hedgerows Habitat Action Plan.
Churchyards have often received less intensive management than the surrounding
land and can provide good opportunities for wildlife.
Planting up areas that are currently of little wildlife interest with new copses of native
trees and shrubs will also help to attract wildlife. Seek advice before doing any tree
planting as to the suitability of the chosen site.

3

Build relationships with local landowners:

Encourage the adoption of more wildlife-friendly land management. For example,
hedges which are cut only every other year or even cut on a three year rotation will
provide an autumn and winter source of nuts and berries for birds and small
mammals (and can save the landowner money in management costs). The improved
management of hedgerows is a key objective of the Species-rich Hedges Action
Plan. If the owner is willing, why not get involved with practical management, such as
traditional hedge laying or pond restoration?

4

Adopt a road verge:

Many verges can have a significant value for wildlife because they have escaped the
intensive management of the surrounding farmland. Ensuring such verges are
managed for their wildlife is a very positive step.
There are, of course, obvious health and safety implications to roadside
management. It is an action that would need to be undertaken in close liaison with
the relevant highways authority (generally, this is the Highways Agency for
motorways and trunk roads, and Devon County Council for all other roads). See
Chapter 5 for the website link.
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5

Wildlife gardening:

Green up your garden! Collectively the gardens of Kingskerswell represent a
significant area that could be used to benefit wildlife. Large or small, you can turn
your garden (or a part of it) into a haven for wildlife. A very good source of
information on wildlife gardening is the Natural England web site:
Natural England is the Government’s adviser on nature conservation. Its web site
also contains links to a number of other very useful sources of information, see
Chapter 5 for a link.

6

Join local conservation organisations:

Examples of prominent local conservation organisations are the Devon Wildlife Trust,
RSPB, Devon Birdwatching and Preservation Society and the Woodland Trust.
These organisations have a number of Local Groups which, amongst other things,
get involved in practical management work.

7

Japanese knotweed:

Not something to cherish, but it cannot be ignored! Unfortunately Japanese knotweed
is present in several locations in Kingskerswell. Introduced into Britain by the
Victorians, Japanese Knotweed is a native of Japan, north China, Korea and Taiwan.
It flourishes in Britain’s mild and fertile environment and has no natural biological
enemies here. Consequently, it is very invasive and can overrun large areas,
replacing our native flora. It is a serious pest which can be so vigorous as to cause
significant damage to buildings and roads. It is also a difficult plant to eradicate.
For these reasons Japanese Knotweed is listed under the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 as a plant that is not to be planted or otherwise introduced into the wild. In
addition, all parts of the plant are considered as controlled waste under the Waste
Regulations.
What can you do?
 Firstly, it is important to build up a picture of where Japanese Knotweed is present.
This will give an idea of the scale of the problem and will help to prevent it being
accidentally spread during any ditch clearance, highway work and so on. To help
develop an understanding of the problem in Devon, records should also be sent to
the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre. Ideally, records should include when you
first saw it and confirmation of when it was seen most recently; its precise location
(notes or a sketch map are helpful, as is a grid reference if you have one); the kind
of habitat it is in (e.g. next to running water, on a road verge), and a rough
indication of how abundant it is.
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 Secondly, be careful not to spread the plant further! This is all too easily done
unknowingly as it can regenerate from even the smallest fragment. It is important
not to flail it or to try and dig it up. Often, it is best not to cut Japanese knotweed at
all, but if this is unavoidable then cuttings should be very carefully disposed of on
site when dead or removed as Controlled Waste. Any tools used should be
properly cleaned.
 Finally, if Japanese knotweed is on your land, the best way to prevent its spread is
to control or eradicate it as soon as possible. Regular cutting can weaken and
eventually kill the plant but it is a time-consuming job and proper disposal of the
cut material can be a problem. Usually, the most effective method of control is to
treat the plant with herbicide. This can take a number of years to be successful but
if the plant is left untreated it will inevitably spread. A number of issues should be
taken into account in deciding which herbicide to use, particularly the presence of
water (where special care needs to be taken and the advice of the Environment
Agency must be sought).
Fortunately, a great deal of advice (including an Environment Agency Code of
Practice) is available on the Devon Knotweed Forum’s web pages. You are
encouraged to view these, please see Chapter 5 for the link.

8

Manage limestone grassland:

Limestone grassland is a rare habitat within Devon and Kingskerswell has one of
only three CWS’s designated for limestone grassland in the Teignbridge region. This
is obviously a significant reserve with a great deal of wildlife value some of which is
very rare or localised. Limestone grassland does best when it is grazed as this
prevents scrub encroachment and helps tiny plants get established. Areas which are
under grazed or not grazed at all quickly develop bramble, bracken and scrub
species which shade out all but the most vigorous plant species. Whilst limestone
scrub is important for wildlife, limestone grassland is even more valuable.
Opportunities exist within the parish to volunteer to clear areas of scrub or undertake
annual mowing of areas such as Kerswell Down, get in touch with the Countryside
Rangers at Teignbridge District Council for more information.

9

Bring back orchards:

Orchards were once widespread within the parish; however not many are left due to
development, lack of management and agricultural intensification. Orchards are
hotspots for biodiversity in the countryside, supporting a wide range of wildlife and
containing UK BAP priority habitats and species, as well as an array of Nationally
Rare and Nationally Scarce species. The wildlife of orchard sites depends on the
mosaic of habitats they encompass, including fruit trees, scrub, hedgerows,
hedgerow trees, non-fruit trees within the orchard, the orchard floor habitats, fallen
dead wood and associated features such as ponds and streams. Many have
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received very little in the way of fertilizers and show signs of unimproved grassland
which is not seen frequently in other agricultural landscapes.
Orchards can be adopted by the local community, perhaps managed by a few select
people and used by the whole community. Ancient traditions such as wassailing can
be revived which bring together the community as a whole.

10

Develop a green lane walk:

Kingskerswell has the benefit of having quite a few green lanes particularly to the
south of the village. These could be utilised to create a green lane walking trail, which
could be available from Tourist Information Centres and shops in Kingskerswell,
providing a circular or linear walk around the Parish with points of interest noted and
perhaps particular plants or signs of animals to look out for.
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5

Useful sources of further information

The following links will give you further information and may help you become more
involved or get out and about with the wildlife of Kingskerswell Parish.


Adopt a road verge:
http://www.devon.gov.uk/vergesbooklet.pdf



Bat Conservation Trust:
http://www.bats.org.uk



British Trust for Ornithology
http://www.bto.org/



Dormouse monitoring:
http://www.ptes.org/index.php?page=186



Devon Wildlife Trust:
www.devonwildlifetrust.org



Devon Birdwatching and Preservation Society: Secretary tel: 01837 53360



Japanese knotweed
www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity/japanese_knotweed



John Musgrave Heritage Trail:
http://www.countryside-trust.org.uk/John_Musgrave_Heritage_Trail.htm



Plantlife:
www.plantlife.org.uk



RSPB:
www.rspb.org.uk



The BTO’s Breeding Bird Survey BBS:
http://www.bto.org/bbs/take_part/bbs_instructions_2009.pdf



The Living Churchyards & Cemeteries Project, Arthur Rank Centre, National
Agricultural Society, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ Tel: 01203
696969 ext. 364/339.



The Woodland Trust:
www.woodland-trust.org.uk



Wildlife gardening:
www.naturalengland.org.uk/Nature_In_The_Garden
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Possible sources of funding
Please note that funding sources change quite frequently and are often short lived. It is worth
exploring widely what may be available. However, the sources listed below should provide a good
starting point.

Heritage Link – a funding directory supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. A good
source of information.
http://www.heritagelink.org.uk/fundingdirectory/main/fundinghome.php

Major sources of funding
Environmental Stewardship – whole farm agri-environment scheme funding.
www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/es/default.aspx
SITA Trust - Enriching Nature: for biodiversity conservation projects within ten miles
of any landfill site in England.
www.sitatrust.org.uk
GrantScape – significant sums of money often available for biodiversity action,
including landscape-scale projects.
www.grantscape.org.uk/home
The Tubney Charitable Trust – large funds available but on an invitation-to-bid only
basis.
www.tubney.org.uk
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation – no maximum size of grant. “Priority will be given to
high quality projects that are exemplars of good practice or imaginative approaches
to old problems, that have wider impact, leading to changes in the law, policy or
practice or that may be viewed as difficult to support or too 'high risk' by other
funders.”
www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk
Big Lottery Fund – “Every year BIG gives out millions of pounds from the National
Lottery to good causes. Our money goes to community groups and to projects that
improve health, education and the environment.” Often has large programmes
relating to the environment, for example:


Changing Spaces: Access to Nature - grants: £50,000 - £715,000. This
programme aims to encourage more people to enjoy the outdoors, particularly
those who face social exclusion.
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_cs_access_nature?regioncode=-uk
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Changing Spaces: Community Places - grants: £10,000 - £450,000. This
programme will fund community groups who want to improve local green
spaces such as play areas, community gardens and parks.
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_cs_comm_spaces?regioncode=-uk

Possible funding for smaller projects
It should be noted that many of these grants only have a finite pot of money and this
could run out at any time. It is also important to check that your project meets any
relevant funding criteria. Please check with the different organisations before
applying.
Big Lottery Fund (see above) – BIG also gives smaller grants, for example:


Awards for All England - Grants: £300 - £10,000. ‘Awards for All gives money
to projects that encourage people to take part in arts, sport, heritage and also
community projects’.
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_a4a_eng?regioncode=-uk

New for 2010 – International Year of Biodiversity
Big Lottery Fund / BBC – Community Wildlife Fund
Grants of between £300 and 10,000 for projects that:
•

improve rural or urban environments for people to enjoy

•

get people more active and healthier

http://www2.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_community_wildlife?regioncode=-uk

AONB Sustainable Development Funds 





Blackdown Hills
East Devon
North Devon
South Devon
Tamar Valley
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Biffawards - grants for biodiversity projects within 10 miles of a Biffa operation
(landfill)
www.biffaward.org/projects/smallgrants.php
BBC Breathing Places – currently only available for projects that have reviewed
Breathing Places funding already. Grants of £1000 to £5000 available.
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_breathingplaces
SITA Trust - Enriching Nature: for biodiversity conservation projects within ten miles
of any landfill site in England.
www.sitatrust.org.uk
Forestry Commission - grants and sources of funding available for improving
biodiversity (for example, the Woodland Improvement Grant).
www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/hcou-4u4j28
Tree Council - small grants for schools and communities for tree planting schemes.
www.treecouncil.org.uk/?q=grants
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Appendices
Appendix 1: Desk Study Search Data (Devon Biodiversity Records Centre)
Appendix 2: Flora and Fauna list recorded during field survey
Appendix 3: Kingskerswell Parish Map: Map showing points of wildlife interest
recorded during survey visit

Many thanks to Phil Cook for supplying the following additional survey
information:

Appendix 4: Additoional plant species by Laurie Spalton (BSBI) and Len Margetts
(Devonshire Association.
Appendix 5: Selected lichens at Whilborough Common my Mr Benfield (Devonshire
Association)
Appendix 6: Birds by Bill Deakins (Kingskerswell Natural History Society) for
Kerswell Down, with additions for the wider Parish
Appendix 7: Beetles of Kerswell Down by Phil Cook (not a complete list)
Appendix 8: Butterflies of Kerswell Down and Whilborough Common by Phil Cook
Appendix 9: Bryophtes of Kerswell Down and Whilborough Common by Mr M Pool
Appendix 10: Molluscs and woodlice of the Whilborough Common area in the vicinity
of Brook’s Cottage, by David Bolton (Royal Albert Memorial Museum)
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Appendix 1 – Desk Study Search Data
Statutory & non-statutory sites within Kingkerswell Parish (2009)
File Code

Site Name

Grid Reference

SX86/065

Kerswell Down
& Whilborough
Common

SX869674

SX86/068

Edginswell
Farm

Area
(ha)

Description

Status

Unimproved limestone grassland,
secondary limestone broadleaved
38.9 woodland & scrub

CWS

SX884666
Wet unimproved neutral grassland,
2.3 rush pasture & tall herb vegetation

CWS

SX86/092

Yanndon Lane
Fields

SX872680

14.3 Mixed farmland with bird interest

CWS

SX86/093

Kerswell Hill

SX887679

27.9 Mixed farmland with bird interest

CWS
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File Code

Site Name

Grid Reference

SX86/070

Daccombe Mill

SX884676 &
SX886677

Area
(ha)

Description

Status

3.9 Semi-improved grassland

OSWI

2.6 Broadleaved woodland

OSWI

SX865664

1.3 Broadleaved woodland
2 Broadleaved woodland

UWS
UWS

SX86/067

Aller Orchard
Wood
Teignwood
Plantation
Farradon Hill

SX86/069

Coventry Farm

SX885668

1.8 Semi-improved neutral grassland

UWS

SX86/071

Churchway

SX885680

Semi-improved neutral grassland &
0.4 broadleaved woodland

UWS

SX86/072

Harpins Brake
Manor House
Fields
South
Wilborough

SX882686
SX875677 &
SX876677
SX874660 &
SX876661

3 Broadleaved woodland
Unimproved grassland & scrub on
1.3 limestone
Unimproved grassland & scrub on
2.3 limestone

SX86/075
SX86/062

SX86/161
SX86/164

SX879691
SX872682
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UWS
UWS
UWS

File Code

Site Name

Grid Reference

New site

Aller Brook
West

SX876686

SX86/163

SX86/162

Area
(ha)

Description

Status

11.5 Marshy grassland

UWS

Longlands Farm SX873669

Unimproved grassland on limestone
(intensively grazed coarse grassland
1.3 on steep slope)

UWS

Kerswell Down
Hill FIelds

Unimproved/semi-improved grassland
& scrub on limestone (short grazed
grassland on limestone with the
1.8 potential for species diversity)

UWS

SX873675 &
SX874675

County Wildlife Sites (CWS): these are sites of county importance for wildlife, designated on the basis of the habitat or the
known presence of particular species. This is not a statutory designation like SSSIs, and does not have any legal status.
County Wildlife Sites are usually included in Local Plans as sites of substantive nature conservation interest and are
covered by Planning Policy Statement note nine (PPS9). CWS recognition does not demand any particular actions on the
part of the Landowner and does not give the public rights of access. However, it may increase eligibility for land
management grants.
Other Sites of Wildlife Interest (OSWI): these are sites of significant wildlife interest within a local context that have been
surveyed but do not reach the criteria for County Wildlife Sites. They are not covered by PPS9, but may be included in
Local Plans.
Unconfirmed Wildlife Sites (UWS): these are sites identified as having possible interest but not fully surveyed. Some of
these sites will be areas of significant wildlife interest.
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Legally protected & notable Species within Kingkerswell Parish (2009)
No

Common
Name

Scientific Name Location

GreenWinged
1 Orchid

Orchis morio

2 Small Heath

Coenonympha
pamphilus

Common
3 Rock-Rose

Helianthemum
nummularium

4 Whitebeam
Stinking
5 Hellebore

Sorbus anglica
Helleborus
foetidus

White-letter
6 Hairstreak
Brown
7 Hairstreak

Satyrium walbum
Thecla betulae

Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common:
Whilborough
Common
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common:
Whilborough
Common
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common:
Whilborough
Common
Whilborough
Common
Whilborough Down
STONEYCOMBE
WHILBOROUGH
COMMON
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Date

Grid
Reference

UK
protection

International
protection

Status

1987 SX865671

DN1

1987 SX865671

UKBAP (P)

1987 SX865671

DN1

1992 SX865673

NR

1992 SX866673

NS; DN1; DR

1994 SX866673
19931995 SX866673
45

WCA 5 (S)

UKBAP (P);
Nb; Decline

WCA 5 (S)

UKBAP (P); Nb

No

Common
Name

8 Small Heath

9 Roe Deer

Brown Long10 Eared Bat
Grizzled
11 Skipper

Green
12 Woodpecker
Hound's13 Tongue
Lesser
Horseshoe
14 Bat

Spurge15 Laurel

Scientific Name Location
Coenonympha
pamphilus

Capreolus
capreolus

Plecotus auritus

Orchard Lea, North
Whilborough,
Kingskerswell

Picus viridis
Cynoglossum
officinale
Rhinolophus
hipposideros

Daphne laureola

Grid
Reference

UK
protection

International
protection

1994 SX866673
Kingskerswell. Road
next to landfill site
above
Stoneycombe.

Pyrgus malvae

Date

STONEYCOMBE
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common: Kerswell
Down
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common
Little Gora, Fore
Street,
Kingskerswell.
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common: Kerswell
Down

Report 08/174a Parish Biodiversity Audit – Kingskerswell Parish

Status
UKBAP (P)

2007 SX867676

2006 SX870665
19901994 SX872676

DA

Bern III

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bern
II; Bonn II

UKBAP (P)
UKBAP (P);
Decline

1992 SX872677

Amber

1987 SX872677

DN1

2001 SX872677

WCA 5, 6

1992 SX872677

EC IIa, IVa;
Bern II; Bonn II

UKBAP (P)

DN2
46

No

Common
Name

Scientific Name Location

Viviparous
16 Lizard

Lacerta vivipara

17 Bluebell

Hyacinthoides
non-scripta

18 Buckthorn

Rhamnus
cathartica

Common
19 Gromwell

Lithospermum
officinale

20 Adder

Vipera berus

21 Dropwort

Filipendula
vulgaris

22 Goldcrest

Regulus regulus

Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common: Kerswell
Down
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common: Kerswell
Down
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common: Kerswell
Down
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common: Kerswell
Down
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common: Kerswell
Down
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Date

Grid
Reference

1992 SX872677
19871992 SX872677

UK
protection

International
protection

Status

WCA
5(KIS)

Bern III

UKBAP (P)

WCA 8 (S)

19871992 SX872677

DN1; DR

1987 SX872677

DN2

WCA
5(KIS)

1992 SX872677

19871992 SX872677

Bern III

UKBAP (P)

DN1

1992 SX872677

Amber
47

Common
Name
Greater
Butterfly23 Orchid

No

Scientific Name Location
Platanthera
chlorantha

24 Indet. Deer

Cervidae

25 Badger

Meles meles

26 Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus
27 Brown Argus
Great Green
28 Bush Cricket
Pyramidal
29 Orchid

Aricia agestis
Tettigonia
viridissima
Anacamptis
pyramidalis

30 Pipistrelle

Pipistrellus
pipistrellus

31 Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus

32 Badger
33 Hedgehog

Meles meles
Erinaceus
europaeus

Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common
Yanndon Lane
Fields
Yanndon Lane
Fields
On middle of lane,
Kingskerswell.
STONEYCOMBE

Date

Grid
Reference

UK
protection

International
protection

1987 SX872677

Status

DN1

2002 SX87356800 DA

Bern III

2002 SX87356800 WCA 6, BA

Bern III

2000 SX873671
19931995 SX873676

WCA 6

Bern III
Decline

Kerswell Downs

2000 SX873677

DBAP

Maddacombe Road
Selby Cottage,
Foredown Lane,
Kingskerswell,
On grass verge,
side of narrow lane,
Kingskerswell.
Old Newton Road
between Newton
Abbot and
Kingskerswell
Top of Huxner
Road, out of

2001 SX873677

DN2
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1999 SX873686

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II

2000 SX874676

WCA 6

Bern III

2001 SX874685

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

2001 SX875665

WCA 6

Bern III
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UKBAP (P)

No

Common
Name

Scientific Name Location

Date

Grid
Reference

UK
protection

International
protection

Status

Kingskerswell.

Japanese
34 Knotweed
Brown
35 Hairstreak

36 Pipistrelle

Japanese
37 Knotweed
Brown Long38 Eared Bat

39 Otter
Dark-Barred
Twin-Spot
40 Carpet

Fallopia
japonica
Thecla betulae

Weston House, Yon
Street,
Kingskerswell, nr
Torquay.

Lutra lutra

STONEYCOMBE
The Old Coach
House, Church End
Road,
Kingskerswell.
Car park of
Kingskerswell
Parish Centre
(between car park
and railway line).
Kingskerswell
Church
Aller Brook,
Kingskerswell:
Where the brook
flows beneath the
road

Xanthorhoe
ferrugata

Kerswell Down

Pipistrellus
pipistrellus

Fallopia
japonica
Plecotus auritus
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2003 SX876674

WCA 9

1994 SX876676

WCA 5 (S)

1996 SX876677

WCA 5, 6

20002005 SX876678

UKBAP (P); Nb

EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II

WCA 9

2004 SX876678

2002 SX876685

2000 SX8767

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bern
II; Bonn II

UKBAP (P)

WCA 5

EC IIa, IIIa;
Bern II

UKBAP (P);
DBAP

UKBAP (P)
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No

Common
Name

41 Dot Moth
42 Grey Dagger
43 Knotgrass
44 Lackey
Long-Winged
45 Conehead

46 Marsh Tit
47 Mocha
48 Mullein Wave
Pretty Chalk
49 Carpet
50 Rustic
Small
51 Square-Spot
Stinking
52 Hellebore
White
53 Admiral

Scientific Name Location
Melanchra
persicariae
Acronicta psi
Acronicta
rumicis
Malacosoma
neustria
Conocephalus
discolor

Parus palustris
Cyclophora
annulata
Scopula
marginepunctata
Melanthia
procellata
Hoplodrina
blanda
Diarsia rubi
Helleborus
foetidus
Ladoga camilla

Date

Grid
Reference

UK
protection

International
protection

Status

Kerswell Down
Kerswell Down

2000 SX8767
2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P)
UKBAP (P)

Kerswell Down

2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P)

Kerswell Down
Kingskerswell
Downs
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common

2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P)

2000 SX8767

Na

2000 SX8767

Red

Kerswell Down

2000 SX8767

Nb

Kerswell Down

2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P)

Kerswell Down

2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P)

Kerswell Down

2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P)

Kerswell Down
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough

2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P)

2000 SX8767

NS; DN1; DR

2000 SX8767

Decline
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No

Common
Name

Scientific Name Location

Date

Grid
Reference

UK
protection

International
protection

Status

Common

54
55
56
57

Autumn
Lady'sTresses
White
Admiral
Brown
Hairstreak
White
Admiral

58 Brown Argus
Brown
59 Hairstreak
60 Wall Brown
Blomer's
61 Rivulet
62 Buff Ermine

63 Bullfinch
64 Cinnabar
65 Pipistrelle

Spiranthes
spiralis

Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common

2000 SX8767

DN2

Ladoga camilla

STONEYCOMBE

1995 SX8767

Decline

Thecla betulae

KERSWELL DOWN

Ladoga camilla

KERSWELL DOWN

Aricia agestis

Kerswell Down

Thecla betulae
Lasiommata
megera
Discoloxia
blomeri
Spilosoma
luteum

KERSWELL

Pyrrhula
pyrrhula
Tyria jacobaeae
Pipistrellus
pipistrellus

1995 SX8767
19992001 SX8767
20002001 SX8767

WCA 5 (S)

WCA 5 (S)

Kerswell Down

2001 SX8767
20002001 SX8767

Kerswell Down

2000 SX8767

Nb

Kerswell Down
Kerswell Down &
Whilborough
Common
Kerswell Down
Carswells,
Kingskerswell.

2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P)

2000 SX8767
2000 SX8767

UKBAP (P);
Red
UKBAP (P)
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UKBAP (P); Nb
Decline
Decline
UKBAP (P); Nb
UKBAP (P)

2001 SX877683

WCA 5, 6
51

EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II

No

Common
Name

66 Slow-Worm

67 A bat
Common
68 Frog
Common
69 Toad
House
70 Sparrow
Common
71 Frog

72 Water Shrew
White-line
73 snout
Pretty Chalk
74 Carpet

Scientific Name Location
Rustle fell, Coles
Anguis fragilis
Lane, Kingskerswell
On drive, next to
house at Coles
Chiroptera
Lane, Kingskerswell
Rustle Fell, Coles
Rana temporaria Lane, Kingskerswell
Rustle Fell, Coles
Bufo bufo
Lane, Kingskerswell
Garden at Coles
Passer
Lane,
domesticus
Kingskerswell.
Rana temporaria Kingskerswell
Garden footpath,
Kingskerswell.
Stream at bottom of
Neomys fodiens garden.
Kingskerswell;
Schrankia
Including 16
taenialis
Bushmead Ave
Kingskerswell;
Melanthia
Including Bushmead
procellata
Ave

Report 08/174a Parish Biodiversity Audit – Kingskerswell Parish

2000 SX878682

UK
protection
WCA
5(KIS)

2002 SX878682

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bonn
II

2000 SX878682

WCA 5(S)

EC Va; Bern III

2000 SX878682

WCA 5(S)

Bern III

Date

Grid
Reference

International
protection

Status

Bern III

UKBAP (P)

UKBAP (P)
UKBAP (P);
Red

2002 SX878682
2001 SX879685

WCA 5(S)

EC Va; Bern III

2000 SX880679

WCA 6

Bern III

1970 SX880680

Nb

1970 SX880680

UKBAP (P)
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No

Common
Name

75 Badger
76 A bat
77 Smooth Newt
Common
78 Frog

79 Badger
Brown Long80 Eared Bat
Common
81 Frog

82 Pipistrelle

Japanese
83 Knotweed

84 Cuckoo

Scientific Name Location

Date

Grid
Reference

Newton Road,
Kingskerswell. Just
before turning for
Meles meles
Lyndhurst Avenue.
2007 SX880684
Torquay Road,
Chiroptera
Kingskerswell.
1994 SX881673
Lyndhurst Avenue,
Triturus vulgaris Kingskerswell
2000 SX881684
Lyndhurst Avenue,
Rana temporaria Kingskerswell
2000 SX881684
A380 Kingskerswell,
opp entrance to
Meles meles
Manor Drive
2008 SX882674
Fore Street,
Plecotus auritus Kingskerswell
2006 SX882676
Princess Rd,
Rana temporaria Kincskerswell
2002 SX882679
Bushmead Avenue,
Pipistrellus
Kingskerswell,
pipistrellus
Newton Abbot.
1997 SX882680
Garden at Kingston
Close,
Fallopia
Kingsteignton,
2001japonica
Newton Abbot.
2004 SX882682
Wood at Odicknoll
Farm, Edginswell
Cuculus canorus Lane, Torquay.
2007 SX883663
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UK
protection

International
protection

WCA 6, BA
WCA 5, 6

Bern III
EC IVa; Bonn
II

WCA 5(S)

Bern III

WCA 5(S)

EC Va; Bern III

WCA 6, BA
WCA 5, 6

Bern III
EC IVa; Bern
II; Bonn II

WCA 5(S)

EC Va; Bern III

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II

Status

UKBAP (P)

WCA 9
UKBAP (P);
Amber
53

Scientific Name Location

Date

85 Pipistrelle

Pipistrellus
pipistrellus

19972005 SX883670

WCA 5, 6

International
protection
EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II

86 Pipistrelle

Pipistrellus
pipistrellus

20032005 SX884673

WCA 5, 6

EC IVa; Bern
III, Bonn II

No

Common
Name

WCA 5
handling.
WCA 5 (S)

Behind pub in
Kingskerwell.
Mount Pleasant
Close,
Kingskerswell.

Grid
Reference

UK
protection

Status

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: species protected against killing, injury, disturbance and

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: (sale): species protected against sale only.

WCA 5 (KIS) Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: (killing & injury): species protected against killing,
injury and sale only.
WCA 6

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 6: animals (other than birds) which may not be killed or
taken by certain methods

WCA 8 (S)

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 8: (sale): plants protected against sale only.

WCA 9

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 9: animals and plants for which release into the wild is
prohibited.

BA

Protection of Badgers Act 1992: badgers may not be deliberately killed, persecuted or trapped except
under licence. Badger setts may not be damaged, destroyed or obstructed.

DA

Deer Act 1991: deer protected under the Deer Act.
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Bern II

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)
Appendix II: Special protection for listed animal species and their habitats.

Bern III

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)
Appendix III: Exploitation of listed animal species to be subject to regulation

ECIIa, IIb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats &
Species Directive) Annex IIa and IIb: Designation of protected areas for animal and plant species listed.

ECIIIa, IIIb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats &
Species Directive) Annex IIIa and IIb: Species used as criteria for designating Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs).

ECIVa, IVb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats &
Species Directive) Annex IVa: Exploitation of listed animals and plants to be subject to management if
necessary.

ECVa, Vb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats &
Species Directive) Annex Va and Vb: Exploitation of listed animals and plants to be subject to
management if necessary.

Bonn II

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention) Appendix
II: Range states encouraged to conclude international agreements to benefit species listed.

UKBAP(P)

UK Priority Species (Short and Middle Lists - UK Biodiversity steering Group Report 1995) i.e. species
that are globally threatened and rapidly declining in the UK (by more than 50% in the last 25 years). Has a
Species Action Plan.
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DBAP

Devon Biodiversity Action Plan species: these have been identified as species of key conservation
concern in Devon.

NS

Nationally Scarce: 15-100 10km squares in Atlas of British Flora 1962.

Devon Notable Species: Selected species recorded from over 50 2km squares in the Atlas of Devon Flora 1984 (R.B.
Ivimey-Cook, Department of Biological Sciences, The University of Exeter).
DN1

Devon Notable1: 1-25 2 km squares in Atlas of Devon Flora 1984.

DN2

Devon Notable2: 26-50 2 km squares in Atlas of Devon Flora 1984.

DR

Devon Rarity: native species recorded from 3 or fewer localities within Devon.

Na

Nationally Notable A: known from 30 or fewer 10km squares. Taken from the Invertebrate Site Register.

Nb

Nationally Notable B: known from 100 or fewer 10km squares. Taken from the Invertebrate Site Register.

Decline

Substantial local decline in Devon

Red List

Bird species of high conservation concern, such as those whose population or range is rapidly declining,
recently or historically, and those of global conservation concern.

Amber List

Bird species of medium conservation concern, such as those whose population is in moderate decline, rare
breeders, internationally important and localised species and those of unfavourable conservation status in
Europe.
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Appendix 2 – Flora and Fauna list
English name
Alexanders
Ash
Barren strawberry
Beech
Blackthorn
Bluebell
Bracken
Bramble
Broadleaved dock
Buddleia
Bulrush
Cat’s ear
Cherry laurel
Cleavers
Cock’s foot
Common field speedwell
Common lime
Common ragwort
Cow parsley
Creeping buttercup
Creeping thistle
Crested dog’s tail
Daffodil
Daisy
Dandelion
Dog’s mercury
Dog rose
Duckweed
Elm
Field bindweed
Field maple
Fools watercress
Garlic mustard
Greater periwinkle
Green hellebore
Groundsel
Hart’s tongue fern
Hawthorn
Hazel
Hedge bedstraw
Hemlock water dropwort

Scientific name
Smyrnium olusatrum
Fraxinus excelsior
Potentilla sterilis
Fagus sylvatica
Prunus spinosa
Hyacinthoides nonscriptus
Pteridium aquilinum
Rubus fruticosus agg
Rumex obtusifolius
Buddleja davidii
Typha sp.
Hypochaeris radicata
Prunus laurocerasus
Galium aparine
Dactylis glomerata
Veronica persica
Tilia x europaea
Senecio jacobaea
Anthriscus sylvestris
Ranunculus repens
Cirsium arvensis
Cynosurus cristatus
Narcissus sp.
Bellis perennis
Taraxacum officinale agg
Mercurialis perennis
Rosa canina
Lemna minor
Ulmus glabra
Convolvulus arvensis
Acer campestre
Apium nodiflorum
Alliaria petiolata
Vinca major
Helleborus viridis
Senecio vulgaris
Asplenium scolopendrium
Crataegus monogyna
Corylus avellana
Galium mollugo
Oenanthe crocata
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English name
Herb robert
Hogweed
Holly
Honeysuckle
Ivy
Ivy-leaved speedwell
Ivy leaved toadflax
Lesser burdock
Lesser celandine
Maidenhair spleenwort
Male fern
Marsh forget me not
Nettle
Oak
Opposite-leaved golden
saxifrage
Pennywort
Pignut
Primrose
Ramsons
Red campion
Ribwort plantain
Salad burnet
Scots pine
Sedge sp.
Self-heal
Silver birch
Snowdrop
Stinking iris
Sycamore
Violet
Water dropwort
Wayfaring tree
Western gorse
Wild arum
Wild madder
Wild privet
Willow sp.
Wood anemone
Wood spurge
Yarrow

Scientific name
Geranium robertianum
Heracleum sphondylium
Ilex aquifolium
Lonicera periclymenum
Hedera helix
Veronica hederifolia
Cymbalaria muralis
Arctium minus
Ranunculus ficaria
Asplenium trichomanes
Dryopteris filix-mas
Myosotis scorpiodes
Urtica dioica
Quercvus robur
Chrysosplenium
oppositifolium
Umbilicus rupestris
Conopodium majus
Primula vulgaris
Allium ursinum
Silene dioca
Plantago lanceolata
Sanguisorba minor
Pinus sylvestris
Carex sp.
Prunella vulgaris
Betula pendula
Galanthus nivalis
Iris foetidissima
Acer pseudoplatanus
Viola sp.
Oenanthe sp.
Viburnum lantana
Ulex gallii
Arum maculatum
Rubia peregrina
Ligustrum vulgare
Salix sp.
Anemone nemorosa
Euphorbia amygdaloides
Achillea millefolium

Botanical Species Recorded During the
Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey
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English name
Blackbird
Buzzard
Goldfinch
Great tit
Greenfinch
Grey wagtail
Raven
Red legged partridge
Robin
Roe deer
Song thrush
Wren

Scientific name
Turdus merula
Buteo buteo
Carduelis carduelis
Parus major
Carduelis chloris
Motacilla cinerea
Corvus corax
Alectoris rufa
Erithacus rubecula
Capreolus capreolus
Turdus philomelos
Troglodytes
troglodytes

Fauna Recorded During the
Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey
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