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Okehampton Hamlets - Parish Plan Biodiversity
Project

This document has been produced as a starting point to help community
action for wildlife. By starting to bring together knowledge of the natural
assets of the Parish, it may go someway to achieving its aim of contributing to
- and stimulating ideas for – local action.
It should be emphasised that it is just a beginning. It does not represent a
comprehensive account of the Parish and is based very largely on existing
records held by the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre. There will be a
wealth of local knowledge that can be used to build upon and improve this
report. Indeed, it is important that it is seen as a ‘living document’ and one
that belongs to the Parish. It is hoped that it will be added to and refined by
the people of Okehampton Hamlets in future years.

Introduction
Okehampton Hamlets is one of the most important Parishes in the county for
its wildlife resource. Apart from a small area north of Okehampton, the Parish
boundaries lie within Dartmoor National Park, which was established in 1951.
There are a total of 5 Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 8 County Wildlife
Sites, one National Nature Reserve and a Special Area of Conservation (a
European designation) within the Parish.
There are no significant urban areas within the Parish with the built-up area of
Okehampton, known as the Okehampton County Parish, and administered
separately from Okehampton Hamlets County Parish.

View north over the Parish from East Hill
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The main rivers of the Parish are the East Okement and the West Okement,
which have their source on the high moor. Otters have been recorded on
both rivers. The main tributaries of the East Okement are the Black-a-ven
Brook and the Moor Brook and the main tributary of the West Okement is the
Red-a-ven Brook. The East and West Okement rivers, which flow generally
northwards through wooded valleys, converge to the north of Okehampton
town to form the Okement river, which eventually flows into the River Torridge
in north Devon. The woodlands are all ancient oak woods and provide
valuable habitats for many species of animals and plants including some
rarities.
The West Okement river forms the south-western boundary of the Parish and
has two important features: Black-a-tor copse and Meldon Reservoir.
Black-a-Tor Copse, also known as Black Torre Beare, is a 29 hectare reserve,
situated at an altitude of some 380 metres. Established as a National Nature
Reserve in 1996, it is managed by English Nature, and is one of the best
examples of a small high altitude oak wood in Britain. Similar woods on
Dartmoor are Wistman's Wood and Piles Copse. The trees are mainly
pendunculate oak, which grow out of tangled masses of clitter, in the weirdest
of stunted and contorted forms. Both trees and rocks are festooned with a
nationally important variety of mosses and lichen, and provide a habitat for
some rare moorland birds such as golden plover and ring ouzel.
To the north-west of Black-a-Tor Copse, the waters of the West Okement flow
into Meldon Reservoir. The reservoir was formed when a dam was built
across the West Okement between 1970 and 1972. The impressive dam is
660 ft (201m) long and 145 ft (44.25m) high. Covering an area of 4,100 acres
(1,660ha), the reservoir acts as a top-up supply, during low river flows, for the
nearby Prewley Treatment Works, which supplies much of North Devon's
water. Otters have been recorded here as well as nesting kestrels,
goosander in winter, cormorant and Canada geese.
Also within the Parish boundary, the nearby Meldon Viaduct, can be seen
from the dam. A Scheduled Ancient Monument, it dates from 1874, when the
London and South Western Railway line was extended from Exeter to Lydford
it now carries a National Cycle Route and is an important wildlife corridor as
well as a good place for people to get close to wildlife. Beneath it is Meldon
Woods an oak and hazel woodland with bluebells, pied flycatchers and
dormice.
Meldon Quarry, sold by British Rail after privatisation, is over 200 years old
and was orignally mined for a range of minerals. Tin, copper, limestone,
roadstone, arsenic, copper, granite and chert have all come from here. In the
19th century ballast was produced for the new railways in the area. Today the
quarry produces ballast, roadstone, concrete aggregates and building stone,
and covers 235 acres (95ha). Recent wildlife surveys have revealed nesting
peregrine falcons and ravens, greater and lesser horseshoe bats roosting and
dormice in the copses. Restoration to heathland and woodland is ongoing in
previously worked areas.
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Since the 1870s the Army has occupied a large area of the Parish, including a
hutted camp for military training and firing ranges. The highest point in
southern Britain – High Willhayes (2,038 ft) also lies within the Parish and the
firing range. The moorland within the Parish lies within part of the Dartmoor
Special Area of Conservation, covering a total of over 23,000 hectares, and is
one of the best areas in the UK for wet and dry heath and blanket bogs and is
home to many rare species.
The East Okement River forms part of the eastern boundary of the Parish,
from the ancient crossing of Cullever Steps to the A30. On its journey
northwards, it flows through Halstock Wood Site of Special Scientific Interest,
another ancient oak woodland, and parallel to the Tarka Trail. To the west of
the river there are several small farms, East Okement Farm, Moorgate farm,
Higher and Lower Halstock, and East Bowden with their numerous enclosed
fields.
The northern part of the Parish is mainly agricultural laid to permanent
pasture. Here wooded valleys and traditional species-rich hedgerows provide
good wildlife habitats. In the valleys, especially the Okement Rivers are
remnants of species-rich wet meadows known as Rhôs pastures which are of
conservation importance and becoming increasingly rare as well as extensive
ancient oak woodland.

Wildlife highlights of the Parish are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dartmoor National Park
Dartmoor Special Area of Conservation
Black-a-Tor Copse National Nature Reserve
Ancient woodlands at Halstock Woods, Meldon Woods and East and West
Okement Valleys
Rhôs pasture and wetlands at Estrayer Park and Okehampton Park
Species-rich ancient hedges in the northern part of the Parish
Quarries at Meldon for their geological and nature conservation interest

4

View of High Willhayes, Yes Tor with Meldon Quarry.

Designated Sites
North Dartmoor Site of Special Scientific Interest
North Dartmoor covers and area of 13,561 hectares and contains one of the
largest areas of upland semi-natural habitat in southern Britain and lies within
Dartmoor National Park. With large areas of wet and dry heath it is also
particularly important for blanket bog and valley mire communities. It also
supports a diverse upland breeding bird community including the only regular
breeding populations of golden plover and dunlin in southern Britain as well as
breeding whinchat, wheatear and ring ouzel. Among the more unusual
species recorded on site are cranberry on the open moor, fir clubmoss,
lemon-scented fern, Tunbridge filmy-fern; Wilson’s filmy-fern in wet shaded
crevices in scree slopes; and bog orchid in a few mires.
Within the site lies Black Tor Copse National Nature Reserve, of national
importance for lichens, and also Black Ridge Brook, of national geological
importance.
Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
• rivers, streams, floodplain and fluvial processes (DBAP)
• blanket bog (UKBAP)
• upland heathland (UKBAP)
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View over Yes Tor and High Willhayes

Okehampton Park Flush Site of Special Scientific Interest
Covering an area of 4.82 hectares this site is a wet, sloping field which
contains the most extensive single area known in Devon of a type of speciesrich wetland vegetation, known as Rhôs pasture, found predominantly in
south western Britain. It is also notable for unusually large stands of bog
asphodel, and for the presence of several uncommon plant and insect
species.
Plants include bog pimpernel, marsh pennywort, lesser spearwort and marsh
lousewort. On slightly drier ground purple moor-grass, heath tormentil and
extensive stands of bog asphodel are present. Associated plants include
cross-leaved heath, star sedge, heath-spotted orchid, lesser skull-cap and ivyleaved bell-flower.
The invertebrate fauna of the site is not well known, but does include keeled
skimmer dragonfly and five-spot burnet moth Zygaena trifolii, both local
species found predominantly in south-western Britain.
Key habitats:
• flower rich meadows and pastures (DBAP/UKBAP)
• purple moor grass and rush pastures (UKBAP)
Key species:
• marsh fritillary (DBAP/UKBAP) – recorded in 1993
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Okehampton Flush

Halstock Wood Site of Special Scientific Interest
Halstock Wood covering an area of 10.3 hectares, on the northern edge of
Dartmoor and lying within Dartmoor National Park, is an example of an upland
sessile oakwood, supporting a wide range of plants and birds. This ancient
semi-natural woodland lies on east-facing slopes above the East Okement
River, at an altitude of 250-300 m.
The dominant tree species is sessile oak with ash and pedunculate oak
interspersed throughout and alder on the river banks. Hazel dominates the
understorey, with occasional holly and guelder-rose. A diverse ground flora
includes bluebell, wood anemone, pignut, sanicle, common cow-wheat and
ramsons and with bilberry in
more acidic parts. Occasional wet flushes occur on the lower slopes
characterised by meadowsweet and opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage. At
least 79 species of lichen occur in the wood, with a particularly well-developed
Parmelietum laevigatae community on the trees: the species Graphina
ruiziana, found on smooth-barked trees near the river, is a local species on
Dartmoor.
Some 30 species of bird breed in the wood, including raven, buzzard, redstart
and wood warbler. The woods along the East Okement, of which Halstock
Wood forms a large part, are of particular interest as the site has one of the
largest colonies of pied flycatcher in South West England. Otter have been
recorded in the East Okement River and it is likely that Atlantic salmon is
found in the river and dippers occur there. Dormice are also likely to be
present in the woodland. There is good riverside access via the Tarka Trail
giving people the chance to experience the wildlife of the woods and the river.
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Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
• rivers, streams, floodplain and fluvial processes (DBAP)
Key species:
• otter (DBAP/UKBAP)
• (atlantic salmon (DBAP))
• (dormouse (DBAP/UKBAP))

East Okement River and Halstock Woods

Meldon Quarry Site of Special Scientific Interest
Meldon Quarry covers an area of 75.7 hectares and is a geological SSSI. It is
structurally very complex and provides classic exposures of complexly folded
and faulted cherts, siliceous shales and tuffs of the Greystone Formation. The
site includes numerous examples of small-scale structures, and a number of
examples of larger folds, faults and soft-sediment deformation. Variscan
structures have been recorded here over a period of some 30 years and, as a
consequence, studies of this site have been extremely influential in the
development of the understanding of the structure of the Variscides of southwest England. Small copses are home to dormice. Otters and lesser and
greater horseshoe bats have also been recorded on site as well as nesting
peregrine falcon and raven.
Key habitats:
• pits and quarries (DBAP)
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Key species:
• dormouse (DBAP/UKBAP)
• otter (DBAP/UKBAP)
• greater horseshoe bat (DBAP/UKBAP)
• lesser horseshoe bat (UKBAP)

Meldon Quarry

Meldon Aplite Quarry Site of Special Scientific Interest
This site covers an area of 20.8 hectars and consists of two quarries in the
Meldon Aplite with an associated suite of very rare minerals. In the southern
quarry the aplite, mainly within hornfelsed, is about 20m thick. In the northern
quarry the aplite comprises several dykes up to 2m in width, with many
offshoots into the cherts and shales. Contacts with these rocks are often
mineralised and these can be clearly seen in both quarries. Many of the
minerals found on site are unknown elsewhere in Britain and only known from
a few localities in the world. The Meldon Aplite Quarries are world famous for
the variety of rare granitic minerals they contain. A pool on the edge of the
quarry has been used by Okehampton Youth Hostel to study the great
diversity of land snails found there.
Key habitats:
• pits and quarries (DBAP)
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Meldon Aplite Quarry
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are notified by English Nature
because of their plants, animals or geological features (the latter are
geological SSSIs or gSSSI). English Nature needs to be consulted before
any operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. SSSI is
a statutory designation with legal implications.
DBAP – Devon Biodiversity Action Plan
UKBAP – UK Biodiveristy Action Plan

Dartmoor Special Area of Conservation
One of the best areas in the UK for wet and dry heath (40%), blanket bog
(42%) and sessile oak woodland (1%) covering a total area of 23,165.77
hectares (not all within the Parish). It supports a significant presence of otter
and Atlantic salmon and includes North Dartmoor SSSI (outlined above) and
Black-a-Tor Copse NNR (outlined below) within the Parish.
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) are notified by English Nature
because they contain species and/or habitats of European importance (listed
in the Habitats Directive 1994), and are part of a network of conservation sites
set up through Europe known as the Natura 2000 series. On land, almost all
SACs are SSSIs. English Nature needs to be consulted before any
operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. SAC is a
statutory designation with legal implications.
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Black-a-Tor Copse National Nature Reserve
Black-a-Tor Copse is an area of woodland, granite clitter (rocks) and
moorland covering 29 hectares and 380 metres above sea level. The reserve
is one of Britain's best examples of high altitude oak woodland and is
nationally important for the variety of lichens and mosses that clothe the trees
and rocks, many of which are extremely rare. Twenty breeding bird species
have been recorded at the reserve including the ring ouzel and redstart. This
is one of the best places on Dartmoor to see breeding ring ouzels.
Several species of nationally rare lichens grow here, including at least 25
trees with Bryoria smithii at its only major British site. Between the copse and
the crags of Black Tor Parmelia disscordans is found on boulders - the only
site where this species has been found south of Scotland this century. 44
species of mosses and liverworts and 133 species of lichen have been
recorded here.
Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)

Gnarled oaks and mossy boulders at Black-a-Tor Copse
National Nature Reserves (NNR) - these are notified by English Nature
because of their habitats or species. They are the best examples of a
particular habitat or have important populations of rare species. English
Nature needs to be consulted before any operations likely to damage the
special interest are undertaken. NNR is a statutory designation with legal
implications.
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Broadmoor Lane County Wildlife Site
Semi-improved neutral grassland. Surveyed in 1991. Wet grassland with
rushes dominating.

Estrayer Park County Wildlife Site
Area of Culm grassland being monitored by DNPA and management
agreement in place. Surveyed for CWS in 1991. This site is a large wet field
in valley bottom adjacent to Pencleave Wood (ancient woodland). Marsh
fritillary, a very rare species of butterfly, have been recorded here in the past.
Key habitats:
• parkland (DBAP/UKBAP)
• Rhôs pasture(DBAP)/purple moor grass and rush pastures (UKBAP)
• flower rich meadows and pastures (DBAP/UKBAP)
Key species:
• marsh fritillary (DBAP/UKBAP) – recorded 1992

Okehampton Golf Course County Wildlife Site
Wet purple moor grass dominated grassland, scrub and bracken. Surveyed in
1991. Very wet sloping fields leading to West Okement River in valley bottom.
Some parts species rich but suffering from scrub and bracken encroachement
at the time of survey. Woodcock seen. Marsh fritillary have been recorded on
site in the past.
Key habitats:
• Rhôs pasture(DBAP)/purple moor grass and rush pastures (UKBAP)
Key species:
• marsh fritillary (DBAP/UKBAP)
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Okehampton Golf Course

Maddaford County Wildlife Site
Culm grassland, tall herb fen and semi-improved grassland with a fringe of
scrub.
Key habitats:
• Rhôs pasture(DBAP)/purple moor grass and rush pastures (UKBAP)
Key species:
• marsh fritillary (DBAP/UKBAP) – recorded 1993, Lower Maddaford
Farm

Youlditch County Wildlife Site
Culm grassland and semi-improved grassland. Surveyed in1991. Fields
bisected by disused railway line.
Key habitats:
• Rhôs pasture(DBAP)/purple moor grass and rush pastures (UKBAP)

West Okement River County Wildlife Site
Culm grassland and semi-improved grassland with swamp. Surveyed in 1991.
Wet grassland as part of a field near a small stream and woodland with the
rest of the field being semi-improved.
Key habitats:
• Rhôs pasture(DBAP)/purple moor grass and rush pastures (UKBAP)
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Maddaford Moor County Wildlife Site
Culm grassland. Surveyed in 1992. Patches of species-rich wet grassland and
species-rich ditches with some scrub. Snipe and lapwing recorded as well as
buzzard and fox.
Key habitats:
• Rhôs pasture(DBAP)/purple moor grass and rush pastures (UKBAP)

Hilltown Copse County Wildlife Site
Culm grassland and broadleaved woodland. Surveyed in 1998. Marshy
grassland in a valley with areas of wet willow woodland, oak/ash woodland
(with an understorey of hazel and holly), and scrub (mainly gorse).
Key habitats:
• Rhôs pasture(DBAP)/purple moor grass and rush pastures (UKBAP)
• Wet woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
• Oak woodland (DBAP)
County Wildlife Sites (CWS) are sites of county importance for wildlife,
designated on the basis of the habitat or the known presence of particular
species. This is not a statutory designation like SSSIs, and does not have any
legal status. County Wildlife Sites are usually included in Local Plans as sites
of regional or local biodiversity interest and are covered by Planning Policy
Statement nine (PPS9). CWS recognition does not demand any particular
actions on the part of the Landowner and does not give the public rights of
access. However, it may increase eligibility for land management grants.
Note: ‘Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation’
was published by the Department of the Environment in August 2005.
Planning Policy Statements (PPS) set out the Government’s national policies
on different aspects of planning in England. PPS9 sets out planning policies
on protection of biodiversity and geological conservation through the planning
system. This PPS replaces Planning Policy Guidance Note 9 (PPG9) on
nature conservation published in October 1994.
NB Rhôs pasture, culm grassland and purple moor grass and rush pastures
are different names for the same thing. Further details of the habitat are given
on page 20.

East Okement River Ancient Woodland:
Ancient semi-natural oak woodland. Otters have been recorded in the river.
Dormice have not been recorded here but they occur in the local area so
could be present.
Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
Key species:
• otter (DBAP/UKBAP)
• (dormouse DBAP/UKBAP)
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Meldon Woods Ancient Woodland:
Ancient semi-natural woodland. Meldon Wood is an oak (pedunculate) wood
with scatterings of ash and beech and hazel under storey. Dormice and pied
flycatchers recorded here in abundance. Ground flora is rather sparse due to
heavy shade but includes ferns such as broad buckler, male fern and scaly
male. Flowering plants include bluebells, wood sorrel, herb robert, ground ivy
and common cowwheat. Some large maiden oak trees (trees with widely
spreading branches) and have plenty of deadwood which is a valuable habitat
for deadwood beetles, fungi and woodpeckers. Trees are also covered in
mosses and lichens and are potential bat roosting places. Dartmoor National
Park’s Action for Wildlife project has erected 50 dormouse boxes in the wood
and a long-term study of pied flycatchers has been running for over 30 years.
This woodland has a closed canopy and appears to link to other woodlands in
the landscape beyond but unfortunately the woodland was severed during the
construction of the A30 and this busy road now forms a major barrier to
wildlife movement to other woodlands. If ever a green bridge was needed it
should be here! Meldon Woods should be at least a County Wildlife Site.
Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
Key species:
• dormouse (DBAP/UKBAP)

Meldon Woods viewed from the Meldon viaduct

North Abbeyford Woods Ancient Woodland:
Ancient semi-natural woodland. Part of an extensive conifer plantation owned
by the Forestry Commission.
Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
15

Abbeyford Woods showing a mosaic of woodland including conifer
plantation.

Pencleave Wood Ancient Woodland:
Ancient semi-natural oak woodland.
recorded here.

Heath fritillary butterflies have been

Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
Key species:
• heath fritillary (UKBAP)

Okehampton Castle Wood Ancient Woodland:
Ancient semi-natural oak woodland. Plenty of ancient trees with potential for
bats and birds to nest. Possible habitat for dormouse although they have not
been recorded there yet.
Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
Key species:
• (dormouse DBAP/UKBAP)
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Okehampton Castle woods
Ancient Woodland is a term applied to woodlands which have existed from
at least Medieval times to the present day without ever having been cleared
for uses other than wood or timber production. A convenient date used to
separate ancient and secondary woodland is about the year 1600. In special
circumstances semi-natural woods of post-1600 but pre-1900 origin are also
included. The Devon Ancient Woodland Inventory was prepared in 1986 by
the Nature Conservancy Council.

Old Park Woods Local Nature Reserve
Owned by West Devon Borough Council and situated near the golf course.
Five species of bats have been recorded here including pipistrelle,
daubenton’s and natterers; dormice and pied flycatchers have also been
recorded here as well as a variety of moth species.
Key habitats:
• oak woodland (DBAP/UKBAP)
• parkland (DBAP/UKBAP)
Key species:
• dormouse (DBAP/UKBAP)
• pipistrelle bat (UKBAP)
Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are sites of significant wildlife interest within a
local context that do not reach the criteria for County Wildlife Sites. They are
not covered by PPS9, but may be included in Local Plans.

17

Other sites (identified from field survey):
Many of the sites listed here would be worth further survey to establish if any
of them are species-rich or have rare or Biodiversity Action Plan habitat and
species present.
Woodland:
There are several other woodlands (not upland) in the Parish including (as
marked on OS 1:25,000 map):
• Beggars Hill Plantation
• Glendon and Berryball Copses
• Fowley Plantation
• Place Plantation
• Abbeyford Woods (Forestry Commission)
• Ashbury Golf Centre and Hotel
• Lurchardon (part of extensive wooded valley beyond the Parish boundary
following the Hookmoor Brook)
• Knowle Bridge
• Knowle/Barton Barn
• Brightley
• Oaklands
• Hilltown Cross
• Several strips of woodland adjacent to the A3079 between Fowley Cross
and Thorndon Cross.
• Nethercott (wooded valley which extends beyond the Parish boundary
following tributary of Hookmoor Brook)

Ashbury Golf Course
Some of these woods are conifer plantations which may have some wildlife
value. Broadleaved woods should be surveyed and assessed to see if they
are ancient woodlands and if they are home to any rare or Biodiversity Action
Plan species such as dormouse or primrose.
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Grassland:
Some interesting areas of grassland were found during the survey but not
properly surveyed due to time of year, time restraints or lack of access
permission. These were found at (as marked on OS 1:25,000 map):
• Ashbury Golf Centre and Hotel
• South of Yelland Farm
• Lurchardon/Hilltown
• Between Beggars Hill Plantation (beech plantation) and South Narratons
• Southcott Cross – possible remnants of old medieval strip fields.
Heathland:
Several areas falling outside SSSIs and CWSs
• East Hill and southern slopes adjacent to the A30 – extensive carpets of
bluebells in spring under bracken with scrub and woodland.
• South Down – directly west of Meldon reserviour.
• Parts of Okehampton military camp.
• Slopes adjacent to the A30 west of Okehampton Park.
Species-rich hedges:
The northern agricultural part of the Parish did have some traditional
hedgebanks (list below) but also some that were more recent beech or
hawthorn hedges. Some of the hedgerows were massive and probably
medieval. Many of the hedges are over-managed by excessive trimming (see
next page for management advice).
Traditional hedgerows in the Parish (not a complete list due to access):
• Lane between Brightleigh and Webbers Hill Farm.
• Higher Chichicott
• North of Chichicott Cross on the road
• Lane to Glendon and North Alfordon.
• Between Gypsies Corner and Stockleigh Hamlet.
• Lane between Abbey Ford Cottages and East Hook
• Ashbury golf course area and along A3079
• Low hedge adjacent to aerial at Moor View
• Lane to Maddaford and nearby pastures
• Around Southcott
• Railway line near Alfordon
• Lane to Glendon and North Alfordon
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Massive ancient hedgerows in the north-eastern part of the Parish.

Information about habitats found within the Parish:
Species-rich Hedgerows:
Hedgerows tend to be taken for granted as they always seem to be there,
providing such a constant in a familiar landscape. However, they do require
regular attention to keep them in good condition. That so many are still in
good condition is a testament to the skill and hard work of generations of
farmers. But there are changes even in the oldest hedgelines as the way the
majority are managed has altered. There is now less farm labour available
and more reliance on mechanical cutting rather than traditional hedge laying
(or, as it is known in Devon, ‘steeping’).
Even the mechanical cutting has changed as reciprocating cutters that could
cut shrub stems cleanly have given way to tractor-mounted flails which can
tackle slightly older growth but at the expense of every stem being shattered.
Flailing can actually promote bud development (on hawthorn, for example,
research indicates that severe damage to the end of a branch encourages
shoot development further down in the base of the plant which can help to
thicken it up). However, flailing can also leave shrubs susceptible to infection.
As individual hedge plants die, they leave gaps which render the hedge less
effective and which would in the past have been filled when the hedge was
next steeped.
With the advent of mechanical hedge-trimming has come another change - it
is now possible to trim all the hedges on a farm in one year. It is this that
perhaps has had the most impact on the vertebrate wildlife. Fruiting and
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seeding species are very much less productive and there is a different and
less varied structure. Also, shrubs that do produce a good berry crop are
sometimes cut in the early autumn before the birds, particularly the migrants,
can gain any advantage from this food source. A couple of generations ago,
many hedges on a farm might have been cut less frequently, allowing them to
be much more productive in the meantime.
Recognising these changes does allow choices in the way hedges are
managed in the future. Hedges can be cut on a two or even three year
rotation. Alternatively, perhaps only one or two of the three ‘faces’ (the top
and the two sides) could be cut in any one year. This wouldn’t stop road or
drive side hedges being cut from both the safety and visual aspects but for the
majority of hedges it would have two major benefits: it would take less time
(and hence cost) and it would benefit wildlife! However, whatever pattern of
cutting is adopted, “all hedges, except perhaps holly, will need laying or
coppicing sooner or later because they will become thin at the base. This is
the best form of long-term management” (Devon’s hedges: Conservation and
management, Devon County Council / Devon Hedge Group).
Once it was realised nationally that many thousands of kilometres of
hedgerow were being lost annually and that something ought to be done
about it, the Hedgerow Regulations (made under Section 97 of the
Environment Act 1995) were introduced in England and Wales in 1997 to
protect them. The Regulations are intended to prevent the removal of most
countryside hedgerows without first submitting a hedgerow removal notice to
the local planning authority. The local planning authorities are only able to
require the retention of ‘important’ hedgerows. The Regulations then set out
criteria to be used by the local authority in determining which hedgerows are
important (Bickmore, 2002).
In such a clearly agricultural landscape, the hedgerows and hedgebanks
represent continuity as features in the landscape and provide a significant
wildlife resource at a time when the fields themselves are being more
intensively used. The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK Steering Group, 1995)
lists ancient and or species-rich hedgerows as one of its priority habitats.
Various definitions of species-rich hedges have been used in different parts of
the country but it would not be unreasonable to treat a hedge that has five or
more woody species in a 30 metre length as a ‘species-rich’ one.
Hedgerows are often an essential corridor for the movement of wildlife and
may support many animals and plants. Many of the hedgerows around
Okehampton Hamlets Parish are traditional and species rich including hazel,
oak, hawthorn, holly, blackthorn, dog rose, occasional gorse as well as ash
and beech whilst others are beech or hawthorn hedges giving way to stone
walls on the moorland edges.
Many of the hedges did have a species-rich bank flora as well although a
more thorough survey during the summer months should reveal bluebells, red
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campion, greater stitchwort, honeysuckle, ivy, harts tongue fern and dogs
mercury.
Species-rich hedges are listed on the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan as a
habitat of conservation concern in Devon. Many of the hedges along the lanes
of Okehampton Hamlets would be classified as species-rich. The hedges also
provide sheltered corridors though areas of farmland and probably support a
good variety of invertebrates.

Upland Oak woodland:
Upland Oak woodland is a habitat of conservation concern in Devon as well
as being listed on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. Upland semi-natural
woods have declined by about 30-40% in area over the last 59-60 years as a
result of replanting, mainly with introduced conifers, clearance for quarries or
other developments in some areas, and from conversion to rough grazing.
Woodlands are also under threat from the spread of invasive species such as
rhododendron, cherry laurel and Japanese knotweed, which shade out the
native ground flora.
Upland oakwoods may be rich in ferns, mosses, lichens and liverworts as well as
holding rare breeding birds such as the wood warbler, redstart and pied
flycatcher. Black-a-Tor Copse is the only upland woodland in the Parish.

Pits, quarries & cuttings:
Pits, quarries and cuttings are listed on the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan
as habitats of conservation concern in Devon. The numerous working pits and
quarries in Devon are used for the extraction of a variety of minerals and are
of great importance to the local and national economy. The pits and quarries
are also of importance for the varied wildlife they support. Uncommon species
of bird such as the peregrine falcon and raven may use the quarry edges to
nest, greater and lesser horseshoe bats next in cave-like quarries and reptiles
such as common lizard and adder may be found basking in sunny areas in
many quarries. In the Parish there are the quarries (active and disused) at
Meldon. The active quarry has peregrine and raven nesting as well as lesser
and greater horseshoe bats roosting in a cave and dormice in the copses on
site.

Culm grassland:
Culm grassland (also known as Rhôs pasture) is one of Devon’s most
important habitats, and because of this it is listed on the Devon Biodiversity
Action Plan as a habitat of conservation concern. It is also listed on the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan (known as Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pastures).
Devon contains approximately 80% of the extent of the habitat in England,
and approximately 8% of that in the UK as a whole.
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There are three main concentrations of Rhôs pasture in Devon. On the Culm
measures of north-west Devon and north-east Cornwall it is known as Culm
grassland. It also occurs on the edges of Dartmoor and on the Blackdown
Hills around the springline.
Culm grassland is characterised by purple moor-grass, as well as sharpflowered rush, and various flowering species such as devil’s-bit scabious,
meadow thistle, heath spotted orchid, water mint and round-leaved sundew.
Key species associated with this habitat include: wavy St. Johns-wort,
whorled caraway, meadow thistle, marsh hawk`s beard, greater butterfly
orchid, lesser butterfly orchid, marsh fritillary butterfly, brown hairstreak
butterfly, narrow-bordered bee hawkmoth, curlew, snipe, and barn owl.
Purple moor grass and rush pastures are a priority for nature conservation
because they are highly susceptible to agricultural modification and
reclamation throughout their range. In Devon and Cornwall, where the habitat
is known as Culm Grassland, only 8% of that present in 1900 remains, with a
staggering 62% of sites and 48% of the total area being lost between 1984
and 1991.
Situated on the edge of moorland and in river valleys this habitat occurs in
several places in the Parish and may well be under-recorded. It is important
that these areas are identified and under positive management. There may
be opportunities to restore some sites and these will attract agri-environment
payments under higher level stewardship. If within the National Park may
also receive some help with management.

Unimproved grassland:
Flower-rich meadows and pastures are a habitat of conservation concern in
Devon and are listed on the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan as well as the
UK Biodiversity Action Plan. Unimproved neutral grassland habitat has
undergone a huge decline in the 20th century, almost entirely due to changing
agricultural practice (particularly the use of fertilisers). It is estimated that by
1984 in lowland England and Wales, semi-natural grassland had declined by
97% over the previous 50 years to approximately 0.2 million hectares.
Unimproved grassland is often very flower-rich and as a result of this attracts
an abundance of butterflies and other invertebrates. The rich insect life in turn
attracts bats such as the greater horseshoe bat and birds such as the green
woodpecker and cirl bunting. This habitat is probably under-recorded in the
Parish and further survey would almost certainly reveal more areas. It is
important that they are properly managed avoiding intensive farming methods,
especially the use of fertilisers, so that the diversity of plant species can be
maintained or enhanced.
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Geological SSSIs:
Types of geological SSSI
English Nature uses a classification based on the type of site as a basic
categorisation for the purpose of site management. The classification allows
generic threats and conservation strategies to be defined for the different site
types. A fundamental distinction is that between exposure and integrity
sites.
Exposure sites exhibit geological features which are relatively extensive
underground. Removal of material should uncover more material of the same
type. Examples include active quarries, disused quarries and cuttings, coastal
cliffs, foreshore exposures, natural inland outcrops and stream sections, and
mines. Conservation of exposure sites focuses on maintaining representative
exposures of the features of interest. Threats to conservation of exposure
sites include coastal defences which conceal outcrops in cliffs or foreshore,
landfill in disused quarries and afforestation of natural outcrops, commonly in
upland areas.
Integrity sites exhibit features which are finite and irreplaceable if destroyed.
Examples include many in situ mineral and some fossil deposits which may
occur in any of the site types above, mine dumps, karst, caves and
geomorphological sites, both static and active. Conservation of integrity sites
focuses on preservation, with restrictions against man-made changes which
are likely to damage the interest. Threats to conservation of integrity sites
include irresponsible specimen collection from certain mineral or fossil sites
and the direct or indirect effects of human developments on active
geomorphological sites. The importance of distinguishing between these two
groups is that their successful management usually requires a quite different
approach. As a rule, exposure sites are more robust than integrity sites and
can often tolerate the effects of human activities to a greater degree. The site
categories are not mutually exclusive and there are numerous examples
where part of a site is classified as exposure and another part is classified as
integrity. For example, a stratigraphic sequence in a cliff or quarry would have
an exposure classification, as removal of rock would generally produce further
exposure of the same material. However, mineral veins within the same
sequence would often have an integrity classification as removal of vein
material would not produce fresh exposure but would result in loss of the
interest.
The Parish contains both types of site at Meldon Quarries and English Nature
and the quarry company are responsible for the integrity of the important
features.

Stone walls:
No specific survey was carried out on the stone walls in the Parish but they
will support various lichens, mosses and flowering plants as well as being of
value to invertebrates and reptiles.
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Recreation areas and public open space:
As there are no major settlements in the Parish there are no public open
spaces or recreation areas such as playing fields or community areas apart
from the open moor and the other nature reserves. However, there are
several major trails that pass through the Parish and these could offer
opportunities to link biodiversity projects, interpretation or wildlife trails so that
more people can enjoy wildlife in the area. These are as follows.
Granite Way:
Part of the National Cycle Network and very popular with visitors. This 11 mile
(18kms) cycle/walkway runs along the north west edge of the granite massif
of Dartmoor connecting Meldon to Lydford along the route of an old railway
line. It runs from Meldon Quarry where the Dartmoor Pony Steam Railway
ends over the Meldon Viaduct and Meldon Woods and beyond towards
Sourton. The railway line is a good wildlife corridor across the Parish. The
route also offers an excellent opportunity for interpretation and at the time of
the survey several empty interpretation board stands were seen. The Granite
Way is tarmacked making it easy for disabled access as well as cyclists,
pushchairs and walkers. A very popular route used by walkers and cyclists.

The Granite Way near Meldon Viaduct
Tarka Trail:
180 miles in a figure-of-eight in the northern part of Devon based on
Barnstaple; a stretch of the route makes use of the Tarka Line railway; the
Trail follows the route taken by Tarka the Otter in the book of that name;
generally comprehensively waymarked. Passes through numerous towns,
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including Barnstaple, Bideford, Torrington, Hatherleigh, Okehampton,
Lynmouth and Ilfracombe.
A great variety of landscapes, including wooded river valleys, rugged
moorland, coastal cliffs and sandy bays can be seen en route. Within the
Parish it passes up the East Okement River, where otters have been
recorded, through Halstock Woods SSSI with its associated oak woodland
wildlife.
Dartmoor Way:
90 miles around Dartmoor; the route is currently not waymarked. Passes
through numerous small towns and villages, including Okehampton,
Chagford, Moretonhampstead, Buckfastleigh, Princetown and Tavistock.
A variety of Dartmoor scenery, including wild upland, sheltered valleys and
quiet lanes can be experienced. In the Parish the path runs east to west from
Meldon area to Okehampton then along the East Okement River and on to
Belstone outside the Parish. It shares much of the route with the Two Castles
Way and crosses the Tarka Trail where it passes under the A30 east of
Okehampton. Passes through Meldon Woods (AWI) and Okehampton Golf
Course CWS, past Okehampton Park Flush SSSI and through Okehampton
Castle Wood AWI. Plenty of opportunity to make it into a wildlife trail.

Two Castles Way:
24 miles between Okehampton and Launceston (just over the border in
Cornwall) on the western side of Devon; the route is waymarked except where
it crosses open moorland. Apart from Okehampton and Launceston, the route
also passes through a number of small villages.
Moorland landscapes in the east, valleys in the west, all with a range of very
wide views; the two Norman castles at Okehampton and Launceston, which
give their name to the Trail, are passed, together with a variety of other
historic sites. Within the Parish the trail runs west to east through oak
woodland at Okehampton Castle and on through the Okehampton Golf course
towards Meldon and its woodland, reservoir and quarries (SSSIs, CWS and
AWI) sharing the route with the Dartmoor Way and the West Devon Way.
West Devon Way:
36 miles between Okehampton and Plymouth along the western edge of
Dartmoor; the route is waymarked except where it crosses open moorland.
As well as Okehampton and Plymouth, also passes through Tavistock and a
number of smaller settlements.
Superb landscapes of moorland, river valleys and pastoral scenery; good
long-range views. Coincides with the Two Castles Trail at the northern end
and with the Dartmoor Way between Okehampton and Tavistock (see above
for sites it passes through west of Okehampton).
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Roadside verges:
Roadside verges often support flower-rich grassland, as well as a variety of
semi-natural habitats including calcareous grassland, neutral grassland, acid
grassland, heathland, open water (ditches), broadleaved woodland, scrub,
hedgerows and walls. They may also support populations of scarce or
declining species of flora and/or fauna, some of which enjoy statutory
protection. Linear grassland habitats provide a valuable wildlife resource.
Verges provide shelter and food for a variety of species from small mammals,
to birds of prey and insects.
Devon has a very substantial resource of roadside verges; approximately
14,000 km of roads, corresponding to about 2,000 hectares of roadside verge.
However, of this very large resource, the area which is species-rich is
relatively small and localised in distribution.
Devon County Council and Highways Agency manage roadside verges to
incorporate prescriptions to maintain or enhance wildlife interests. DCC
operate a Special Verge Scheme to manage areas of particular wildlife or
amenity value. These verges are protected from damaging activities, and
grass cutting is limited to specific periods to avoid the destruction of attractive
stands of wildflowers. A roadside verge survey in the Parish may reveal some
species-rich sites but many roads and lanes have hedgerows lining them and
there are no verges.

Veteran trees:
Several veteran trees were noted in the Parish within the various ancient
woodland sites in the Meldon and the East and West Okement Valley areas.
English Nature has defined veteran trees as: "trees that are of interest
biologically, culturally or aesthetically because of their age, size or condition".
In relation to oak it has been taken that trees with a diameter of more than:
•
•
•

1.0m are potentially interesting
1.5m are valuable in terms of conservation
2.00m are truly ancient.

Veteran trees will be at least as big as these measurements:
•
•
•
•

1 metre - Hawthorn, blackthorn
2.5 metres - Field maple, rowan, yew, birch, holly
3 metres - Oak, ash, scot’s pine, alder
4.5 metres - Sycamore, limes, chestnuts, elms, poplars, beech, willows,
pines, non-native trees.

It has been estimated that Britain may be home to around 80% of Europe's
ancient trees. Veteran trees are large old trees found in wood-pasture and
parkland, but also in a number of other locations: ancient yews in
churchyards; mature oaks in hedgerows; black poplars along stream-sides;
and
many
noble
trees
in
ancient
woodlands.
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Ancient trees support particularly rich assemblages of invertebrates, fungi,
mosses and lichens. Several species of bat may use hollow trees as roosting
sites and birds such as tree creepers, pied flycatchers and woodpeckers feed
on the insects living in the bark. Insects such as stag beetles and hornets are
associated with old trees. It would be worth carrying out a survey of veteran
trees in the Parish and working with landowners to ensure they are
appropriately managed. The Trees Officer for Dartmoor National Park
Authority may be aware of some within the Parish and could give advice or
help protect them legally.

Parklands:
Parklands and wood pasture are habitats listed on the Devon Biodiversity
Action Plan. The parklands and wood pastures of Devon are ancient places,
some of which date back to mediaeval times or even further. Their elegant
and grand surroundings, with their associated country houses, estates and
castles are a distinctive element of both the natural and historic heritage of the
County. Here we have parkland at Okehampton Castle, Okehampton Park
and Estrayer Park where woodland is or has been combined with grazing.
Parklands and wood pastures, due to their long standing, provide a continuity
of habitat established over centuries. This has allowed plant and animal
communities of great richness and diversity to develop, many of which are
found in few other habitats.
The main fabric of parklands and wood pastures are the trees - often several
centuries old and mainly oak, but also beech, ash and other long-lived
species. It is thought that the oak supports more species of organism that any
other tree in Britain, and this is especially true of those specimens in parkland,
which, over time, have developed particularly rich communities of
invertebrates, lichens, and mosses and fungi. The soils surrounding the trees
often have been undisturbed by cultivation for similarly long periods and
themselves support rich and diverse communities of soil and leaf-litter
dwelling invertebrates, and a grass sward rich in flowering plants. Dead and
fallen limbs of trees are the habitat to a specialised invertebrate fauna which
feed on decaying wood as well as various fungi species.
Parklands and wood pastures are perhaps best known to the naturalist for the
rich assemblages of lichens which grow on the bark of the trees, and the
clean air of Devon is one factor which has allowed a particularly large number
of species to live here.
Mammals also make their home in parkland trees, including several species
of bat, for which the crevices in split trunks provide ideal safe roosting sites,
as well as providing the high densities of insects that bats rely on, especially
high when grazing stock are present, their dung attracting swarms of insects.
A variety of birds use parklands and wood pastures for nesting and feeding;
invertebrate-rich bark provides food for tits, tree-creepers and woodpeckers,
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while other species, such as flycatchers and redstarts catch insects from open
perches of the lower canopy.
There is a plan by DNPA to recreate an ancient walled deer park between
Okehampton Park and Halstock Woods.

Wet woodland:
Wet woodland is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan habitat and is also listed on
the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan.
Wet woodland occurs on poorly drained or seasonally wet soils, usually with
alder, birch and willows as the predominant tree species, but sometimes
including ash, oak, pine and beech on the drier areas. It is found on
floodplains; as successional habitat on fens, mires and bogs; along streams
and hillside flushes; and in peaty hollows. These woodlands occur on a range
of soil types including nutrient-rich mineral and acid, nutrient-poor organic
ones.
Wet woodland supports a rich lichen flora as well as a rich invertebrate flora.
Such an abundance of insect food attracts a diverse assemblage of breeding
birds including the uncommon willow tit. Wet woodland may also provide lying
up areas for otters and suitable habitat for dormice.
Areas of it can be found associated with the Rhôs pasture sites and also in
the valley bottoms of the other woodlands. It is believed that no records of the
extent of this habitat in the Parish exist but areas of it may occur within some
of the County Wildlife Sites.

Green lanes
A green lane can be defined as an unmetalled track with field boundaries
either side. These boundaries may be banks, hedges, woodland edge, stone
walls or fences and often features such as ditches or streams are
incorporated within the lanes. The combination of the track, its boundaries
and associated features create a landscape unit with its own microclimate and
ecology. These sheltered conditions within lanes are of great importance to
butterfly populations and may be more botanically species-rich than single
hedge boundaries. Several bridlepaths in the Parish, including Broadmoor
Lane, follow green lanes.

Potential County Wildlife Sites
There are 7 potential County Wildlife Sites in Okehampton Hamlets Parish.
These are sites identified as having possible interest but not fully surveyed.
Some of these sites will be areas of significant wildlife interest.
•

Meldon Woods – Ancient oak and hazel woodland with dormice, pied
flycatcher and bluebells.
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•

South Down adjacent to Meldon Reservoir – possible unimproved
grassland on steep ground.

•

Ashbury Golf Course and Hotel – mosaic of grassland, scrub, woodland
and traditional hedgerows.

•

Hookmoor Brook Valley from Lurchardon – possible ancient woodland

•

Beggars Hill Plantation – possible site of ancient woodland

•

Valley floor between Knowle Bridge and Brightley – possible otter,
dipper and salmon in river, traditional hedgerows and unimproved
grassland.

•

Grendon and Berryball Copse – possible ancient woodland.

•

East Hill and southern side of A30 – heathland, scrub and woodland
and extensive carpets of bluebells in spring.
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Species
Important Species
A report from the DBRC database showing what legally protected, locally
notable or noteworthy (eg Japanese Knotweed) species are known to have
been present in and around Okehampton Hamlets has been prepared and is
presented separately (Appendix 1).

Birds
Several species of birds were recorded during the survey including:
• Raven
• Peregrine falcon
Also recorded in the area:
• Ring ouzel
• Pied flycatcher
• Barn owl (DBAP) – recorded in Okehampton in 2001
Many other birds are no doubt recorded in the area but data was not
available.
Barn owl:
The barn owl is listed on the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan as species of
conservation concern.
The barn owl has undergone a major decline in the last century due to
changes in agricultural practice, as well as loss of nesting sites such as old
barns and hollow trees. It is estimated that there are now about 350-470 pairs
in the County.
The barn owl requires areas of open, rough grassland where its preferred
food of mice and voles are found. It is largely nocturnal and feeds almost
exclusively on small mammals, particularly voles, but also takes shrews, mice,
rats and very occasionally, birds.
In the last 30 years, loss of hunting habitat through widespread agricultural
change has probably been the main cause of this bird’s decline. Rough
grassland and field edges (often associated with hedgerows) are
disappearing, hay meadows have been converted to silage and more and
more former marginal land has been lost.
All this may have been exacerbated by the loss of many traditional nest (and
roost) sites as old hedgerow trees were removed and old farm buildings
demolished, modernised or converted for other uses. The new second
generation rodenticides, such as brodifacoum, bromadiolone and difenacoum,
are much more toxic to barn owls than first generation poisons such as
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warfarin, and should not be used on farms where barn owls are known to be
present. The barn owl is also highly susceptible to severe winters, particularly
long, cold spells and lengthy periods of snow cover. Encouragingly, barn owl
numbers are now on the increase in much of Devon.

Plants
Plant species noted on a visit on the 1st November 2005 are listed in Appendix
2.
Several rare and notable species occur in the SSSIs but these are not listed
here as they have not been confirmed within the Parish. The following
unusual flowering plant species have been recorded in the Parish:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Japanese knotweed
Lesser butterfly orchid*
Ivy-leaved bellflower*
Wild clary*
Round-leaved crowfoot*
Bottle sedge*
Petty whin*

*Devon notable species
The following species have been recorded at Black-a-Tor Copse:
•
•
•

Several species of nationally rare lichens grow here, including at least
25 trees with Bryoria smithii at its only major British site.
Between the copse and the crags of Black Tor Parmelia disscordans is
found on boulders, at the only site where this species has been found
south of Scotland this century.
44 species of mosses and liverworts and 133 species of lichen have
been recorded here.

A more detailed species list of lichens is available from Dartmoor National
Park Authority.

Mammals
Several mammal species have been recorded from Okehampton Hamlets
Parish. These include:
• Otter
• Dormouse
• Lesser horseshoe bat
• Greater horseshoe bat
• Pipistrelle bat
• Natterers bat
• Daubenton’s bat
• Badger
• Stoat
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Dormouse:
The dormouse is listed on the Devon and UK Biodiversity Action Plans as
a species of Conservation concern.
Nationally, the dormouse has experienced a marked contraction in range in
recent decades, and has become extinct in up to seven counties where it
occurred in the last century, representing about half of its former range.
In Devon, the dormouse appears to be holding its own, and the County is now
a major stronghold of the species. However, no detailed quantification of
population change has been possible, due to lack of comparable data over
time. Having said this, indirect evidence, from the losses of hedgerow length
and declines in quality of hedgerows and woodlands that have occurred in the
County over the past few decades, indicates that dormice have probably
declined in a similar fashion. Dormice were recorded at Meldon Woods and
Quarry and are probably present across the Parish. Further survey such as a
Nut Hunt in October should reveal more sites.
Greater horseshoe bat:
The greater horsehoe bat is listed in the Devon and UK Biodiversity Action
Plans as a species of conservation concern.
During this century the greater horseshoe bat has declined significantly
throughout northern Europe. In the UK, this species is restricted to south-west
England and south Wales, although vagrants may be recorded elsewhere.
There are currently 35 recognised maternity and all-year roosts and 369
hibernation sites. Current estimates range between 4,000 and 6,600
individuals. In Devon it breeds in disused farm buildings and caves. The
feeding habitat requirements of the greater horseshoe bat are permanent
pasture (unimproved and semi-improved, preferably grazed by cattle), tall
hedgerows with mature trees, mixed deciduous woodland, wetland and scrub.
The greater horseshoe bat is under threat from the loss, destruction and
disturbance of roosting and hibernation sites and the loss of insect-rich
feeding habitats and flyways. The loss of feeding areas is often due to the
loss of wetlands and hedgerows and the conversion of permanent pasture to
arable. Greater horseshoe bats have been recorded roosting in a cave at
Meldon Quarry and further survey around the Parish may reveal they are
more widespread.
Otter:
Formerly widespread throughout the UK, the otter underwent a rapid decline
in numbers from the 1950s to 1970s and was effectively lost from midland and
south-eastern counties of England by the 1980s. Populations remain in
Wales, south-west England and much of Scotland, where sea loch and
coastal colonies comprise one of the largest populations in Europe. There is
also a significant population of otters in Northern Ireland. The decline now
appears to have halted and sightings are being reported in former habitats.
Devon has an internationally important otter population and otters are now
found on most watercourses and wetlands throughout the County. Otters are
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even now recolonising areas where they were thought to have been lost
during the 60’s and 70’s. The main serious threat to otters today is from road
kills, with many animals sadly reported dead each year. The otter is listed on
the Devon and UK Biodiversity Action Plans as a species of conservation
concern. They have been recorded on the East and West Okement Rivers.
Bats:
All species of British bat are protected under UK law and International law.
This makes it illegal to intentionally kill, injure or take a bat, or to damage,
obstruct or destroy any place that a bat uses for shelter or protection.
The pipistrelle is Britain's smallest and and most common bat (listed in the
UK Biodiversity Action Plan). They vary in colour, but are usually medium to
dark brown on the back and only slightly paler underneath. They are the most
common species in towns. Only very recently have scientists recognised that
two separate species have been confused under the name P. pipistrellus.
Their flight appears fast and jerky as they dodge about pursuing small insects,
which are caught and eaten in flight. A single pipistrelle may consume up to
3000 insects in a night.
Buildings are the most favoured roost sites and more than half of known
roosts are in buildings less than 30 years old. Pipistrelles prefer to roost in
very confined spaces around the outside of the building, typical sites being
behind hanging tiles, weather boarding, soffit and barge or eaves boarding,
between roofing felt and roof tiles or in cavity walls. Pipistrelles rarely enter
roof spaces except in the more stable, well-established large colonies found
particularly in older buildings. Further specialist survey may reveal the extent
of bat distribution in the Parish with 4 species already recorded.

Invertebrates
No invertebrates were recorded during the field survey due to the time of year
and time constraints. However, the following insects have been recorded in
the Parish:
•
•
•

Keeled skimmer
Heath fritillary (UKBAP)
Marsh fritillary (DBAP/UKBAP) – recorded in 1992 and 1993 – Estrayer
Park and Lower Maddaford Farm

Marsh fritillary:
The marsh fritillary is also listed on the Devon and UK Biodiversity Action
Plans.
Marsh fritillaries are very habitat specific: they breed in two main habitats,
damp neutral or acid grasslands (Rhôs pastures) and dry chalk and limestone
grasslands. They are dependant on the presence of their larval food plant,
devil’s-bit scabious.
The UK is a major European stronghold for the species, but even here it has
declined substantially over the last 150 years. In Britain, its range has reduced
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by over 62%, and it has recently disappeared from most of eastern England
and eastern Scotland. It is still quite widespread in parts of south-west
England and Wales, but colonies are estimated to be disappearing at a rate of
well over 10% per decade. Colonies are often small and prone to extinction,
so extensive networks of habitat patches which permit re-colonisation are
essential to their long term survival. Linking Rhôs pasture sites by carrying
out restoration projects may contribute to their establishment. The species
has not, however, been recorded recently.

Reptiles and Amphibians
No reptiles or amphibians were recorded during the field survey due to the
time of year and time constraints. However, the following species have been
recorded in Okehampton and probably occur in the Parish:
•
•

Viviparous lizard
Slow worm

Frogs, toads and newts probably occur in the Parish but have not been
recorded.

The Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
The Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) describes the key actions needed
to look after 37 of Devon’s most important habitats and species. It does not
stand alone, but is part of a much wider process aimed at conserving our
biodiversity.
The Devon BAP is a direct descendent of a process started at the famous
‘Earth Summit’ held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. At this summit, world leaders
pledged to halt and reverse the loss of the planet’s biodiversity. For its part,
the UK government produced a series of Action Plans for a great many
threatened habitats and species. These national plans have been joined by a
series of regional Action Plans aimed at providing a more local perspective.
The Devon BAP builds on this endeavour, identifying local priorities and
providing targets and plans of action for the County.
All of this work has one aim: to encourage practical action on the ground. Its
success depends upon us all.

Biodiversity links:
•

The Devon BAP can be viewed at www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity. This
site also contains links to other nature conservation issues relevant to
Devon, such as information on hedges. If you do not have access to the
internet and require paper copies of relevant sections of the Devon BAP
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please contact Devon County Council’s Biodiversity Officer on 01392
382804.
•

Details of biodiversity planning in the South West region can be viewed at
www.swbiodiversity.org.uk.

•

National Action Plans can be viewed at www.ukbap.org.uk. This site also
contains useful background information on UK biodiversity action planning.
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Links between the wildlife of Okehampton Hamlets and the Devon BAP:
Okehampton Hamlets
wildlife feature

Brief description of feature

North Dartmoor

Upland moorland with extensive blanket bog and
breeding birds.

Meldon, Halstock,
Black-a-tor Copse,
Pencleave, Okehampton
Castle, East Okement
River, North Abbeyford
and Golf Course Woods
Eastrayer Park,
Okehampton Golf
Course, Okehampton
Park Flush, Maddaford,
Youlditch, West
Okement River,
Maddaford Moor,
Hilltown Copse wet
grasslands
East and West Okement
rivers

Extensive areas of ancient semi-natural oak woodland,
many of which are linked together.

• Oak Woodland Habitat Action Plan
• Dormouse Species Action Plan

Wet and rushy species rich grasslands including Rhôs
pasture and wet flushes.

• Rhôs Pasture Habitat Action Plan
• Alder/willow Wet Woodland Habitat Action Plan
• Marsh Fritillary Species Action Plan

Fast-flowing rivers with rocky or gravel beds.

• Rivers, streams, floodplain and fluvial processes
• Otter Species Action Plan
• (Atlantic Salmon Species Action Plan)

Meldon Quarries

Active and disused quarries.

• Pits, Quarries and Cuttings Habitat Action Plan

View the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan at www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity.

Link with the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

Some Ideas for Local Action…
This section of the report is provided by Devon County Council (contact: nature@devon.gov.uk).

A major step to knowing what you can do for your local wildlife and geology is
to know what you have already got. This report will help you in this, but it is
just a start.
Ultimately, the protection and enhancement of the local natural environment
requires the interest and enthusiasm of the local community.
There follow some initial ideas for local nature conservation action. Many of
them will directly help to achieve the objectives of the habitat and species
action plans contained in the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan.
It is by no means an exhaustive list. As a community, you may have many
more ideas for action that you would like to take forward in the coming years.

1

Further survey:

This report is just a beginning. Carrying out further survey within your area
will help build a better picture of the wildlife present, and of the opportunities
for enhancement. Gaining a better understanding of the resource is usually a
key objective of the Devon BAP’s habitat and species action plans.
Specific features to survey in Okehampton Hamlets might include a dormouse
nut hunt to establish which woodlands have dormice or an inventory of wet
pastures to identify further areas of Rhôs pasture in the Parish. The last two
actions would directly contribute to the Dormouse Species Action Plan and
the Rhôs pasture Habitat Action Plan. Do any of the woodlands or
hedgerows have primroses? There are no records for the Parish and this
could link to the Primrose Species Action Plan.
Another example of survey work that might usefully be undertaken would be
to produce a hedgerow appraisal for the farmland areas of your Parish,
identifying the species-rich ancient hedgerows especially. Comparing the
current distribution of hedges against boundary lines shown on old maps will
give a clue as to how this important resource has changed over recent years.
It may also highlight opportunities for restoring hedges in your area. It might
also be possible to assess the condition of hedges and this may, in turn, give
some ideas about improving their future management to benefit wildlife.
Survey work could be undertaken as a community group or in liaison with
conservation groups active in the area. For example, the Woodland Trust is
active in the area. The Sticklepath and Okehampton Conservation Group
have been carrying out conservation work in Meldon Woods. Dartmoor
National Park rangers are also involved in several projects within the Parish
where it falls within the National Park.
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Help to build up a picture of the state of Devon’s environment by sending your
records to the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre where they can be properly
collated.

2

Influence the management of Public Open Space:

Creating areas of more species-rich grassland will help to reduce the isolation
of the remaining fragments of traditionally managed agricultural land,
contributing to the Rhôs Pasture Habitat Action Plan.
Planting up areas that are currently of little wildlife interest with new copses of
native trees and shrubs will also help to attract wildlife, especially if they link
or extend existing woodlands with their associated wildlife such as dormice.

3

Build relationships with local landowners:

Encourage the adoption of more wildlife-friendly land management. For
example, hedges which are cut only every other year will provide an autumn
and winter source of nuts and berries for birds and small mammals (and can
save the landowner money in management costs). The improved
management of hedgerows is a key objective of the Species-rich Hedges
Action Plan. If the owner is willing, why not get involved with practical
management, such as traditional hedge laying or pond restoration? Wet
pastures fall under the Rhôs pasture Habitat Action Plan and encouraging
landowners to manage them appropriately and maybe restore areas. Many of
the woodlands are covered by the Oak woodland Habitat Action Plan and
appropriate woodland management should be encouraged.

4

Adopt a road verge:

Many verges can have a significant value for wildlife because they have
escaped the intensive management of the surrounding farmland. Ensuring
such verges are managed for their wildlife is a very positive step, again
contributing to the Flower-rich Meadows and Pastures Action Plan.
There are, of course, obvious health and safety implications to roadside
management. It is an action that would need to be undertaken in close liaison
with the relevant highways authority (generally, this is the Highways Agency
for motorways and trunk roads, and Devon County Council for all other
roads).

5

Wildlife gardening:

Green up your garden! Collectively the gardens of Okehampton Hamlets
represent a significant area that could be used to benefit wildlife. Large or
small, you can turn your garden (or a part of it) into a haven for wildlife. A
very good source of information on wildlife gardening is the English Nature
web site:
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www.english-nature.org.uk/Nature_In_The_Garden
English Nature is the Government’s adviser on nature conservation. Its web
site also contains links to a number of other very useful sources of
information.

6

Join local conservation organisations:

Examples of prominent local conservation organisations are the Devon
Wildlife Trust, Woodland Trust and Sticklepath and Okehampton
Conservation Group. These organisations have a number of Local Groups
which, amongst other things, get involved in practical management work.
Dartmoor National Park rangers are involved in several projects in the Parish
and often organise working parties or are looking for willing volunteers.
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Japanese Knotweed:

Not something to cherish, but it can’t be ignored! Unfortunately Japanese
Knotweed is present in several locations in Okehampton Hamlets. Introduced
into Britain by the Victorians, Japanese Knotweed is a native of Japan, north
China, Korea and Taiwan. It flourishes in Britain’s mild and fertile
environment and has no natural biological enemies here. Consequently, it is
very invasive and can overrun large areas, replacing our native flora. It is a
serious pest which can be so vigorous as to cause significant damage to
buildings and roads. It is also a difficult plant to eradicate.
For these reasons Japanese Knotweed is listed under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 as a plant that is not to be planted or otherwise
introduced into the wild. In addition, all parts of the plant are considered as
controlled waste under the Waste Regulations.
What can you do?
• Firstly, it is important to build up a picture of where Japanese Knotweed is
present. This will give an idea of the scale of the problem and will help to
prevent it being accidentally spread during any ditch clearance, highway
work and so on. To help develop an understanding of the problem in
Devon, records should also be sent to the Devon Biodiversity Records
Centre1, if the knotweed is found within the National Park boundary then
please let Action for Wildlife at Dartmoor National Park Authority know as
they are collecting records too (Tel: 01626 832093). Ideally, records
should include when you first saw it and confirmation of when it was seen
most recently; its precise location (notes or a sketch map are helpful, as is
a grid reference if you have one); the kind of habitat it is in (e.g. next to
running water, on a road verge), and a rough indication of how abundant it
is.
1

DBRC, Shirehampton House, 35-37 St David's Hill, Exeter, Devon, EX4 4DA. Phone: 01392
273244; Fax: 01392 433221; E-mail: dbrc@devonwt.cix.co.uk
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• Secondly, be careful not to spread the plant further! This is all too easily
done as it can regenerate from even the smallest fragment and is easy to
spread unknowingly. It is important not to flail it or to try and dig it up.
Often, it is best not to cut Japanese Knotweed at all, but if it is it should be
very carefully disposed of on site when dead or removed as Controlled
Waste. Any tools used should be properly cleaned.
• Finally, if Japanese Knotweed is on your land, the best way to prevent its
spread is to control or eradicate it as soon as possible. Regular cutting can
weaken and eventually kill the plant but it is a time-consuming job and
proper disposal of the cut material can be a problem. Usually, the most
effective method of control is to treat the plant with herbicide. This can take
a number of years to be successful but if the plant is left untreated it will
inevitably spread. A number of issues should be taken into account in
deciding which herbicide to use, particularly the presence of water (where
special care needs to be taken and the advice of the Environment Agency
must be sought).
Fortunately, a great deal of advice (including an Environment Agency Code of
Practice) is available on the Devon Knotweed Forum’s web pages. You are
recommended to view these at:
www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity/japanese_knotweed.
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Useful sources of further information:
The following organisations can offer advice and information on various
wildlife topics as well as organising events and carrying out projects.


British Trust for Conservation Volunteers: www.btcvcd.org.uk



Butterfly Conservation: www.butterfly-conservation.org



Dartmoor National Park Authority: Tel: 01626 832093
www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk



Devon Bat Group: www.dbg.me.uk



Devon Birdwatching and Preservation Society: Secretary tel: 01837
53360



Devon Mammal Group: www.devonmammalgroup.org



Devon Wildlife Trust: www.devonwildlifetrust.org



English Nature: www.english-nature.org.uk



Plantlife: www.plantlife.org.uk



RSPB: www.rspb.org.uk



The Woodland Trust: www.woodland-trust.org.uk



The Living Churchyards & Cemeteries Project, Arthur Rank Centre,
National Agricultural Society, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ
Tel: 01203 696969 ext. 364/339.

In addition, Devon County Council is currently (June 2006) developing a
Community Biodiversity Toolkit which will be available via the DCC web site
(www.devon.gov.uk/biodiversity). This toolkit will aim to provide practical
advice on management to encourage wildlife and, in particular, will provide a
central point from which to access the large amount of advice that is already
available from a huge range of other organisations.
In addition to management advice, the toolkit will also provide guidance on
seeking funding for project work. In the meantime, you may find the following
sources of funding useful.
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Possible sources of funding:
A number of potential sources of funding are available for local biodiversity
projects. Each has its own rules, criteria and objectives, and funding sources are
sometimes only available for a limited period of time. However, the following may
well be worth checking for suitability (not all will be applicable to your particular
parish):


Awards for All: National Lottery grants aimed at communities.
www.awardsforall.org.uk



Biffawards: small grants for biodiversity projects within 10 miles of a Biffa
operation (landfill). http://www.biffaward.org/projects/smallgrants.php




British Dragonfly Society: grants of £250 for pond building.
http://www.dragonflysoc.org.uk/
Breathing Places: grants available for the creation of community green
spaces. Distributed by the Big Lottery Fund.
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/programmes/breathingplaces/index.html



Countryside Trust Awards: 01242 521382 or www.countrysidetrust.org



Defra’s Environmental Action Fund.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/eaf/



Defra: information about woodland grant schemes.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/wgs/default.htm



Enriching Nature Programme (SITA Trust): for biodiversity projects within
10 miles of a landfill site. http://www.sitatrust.org.uk/nature/apply_nature



Exmoor National Park: conservation grants for projects within the National
Park. http://www.exmoornationalpark.gov.uk/index/living_in/living_in_grants.htm



Esmée Fairburn Foundation: grant-giving trust for environmental projects.
http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/programmes/env.html



Forestry Commission: grants and sources of funding available for
improving biodiversity. http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/hcou-4u4j28



Hanson Environmental Fund: if you live within 5 miles of a Hanson quarry.
http://www.hansonenvfund.org/welcome.php



Heritage Lottery Fund: various grants for different types of community
projects. http://www.hlf.org.uk/English/



Living Spaces: projects to enhance the environment of communities. 0845
600 3190 or www.living-spaces.org.uk.
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Local Heritage Initiative: 01226 719019 or www.lhi.org.uk.



Tree Council: small grants for schools and communities for tree planting
schemes. http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/

If you are within Dartmoor or Exmoor National Parks, or within one of Devon’s
five Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) it may also be worth
exploring if your project is eligible for support through the Sustainable
Development Fund.
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Appendix 1 – Notable sites within Okehampton Hamlets Parish.
File
Code
*

Site Name

Grid Ref.

Area (ha) Description

Status

Dartmoor

SX590864

23165.77

SAC

SX59/051 Meldon Aplite Quarry

SX568919

20.2

SX59/052 Meldon Quarry

SX572925

76.1

SX58/003 North Dartmoor

SX580850

13561.0

*

SX 583938

4.82

One of the best areas in the UK for wet and dry
heath, blanket bog and sessile oak woodland/
Two quarries in the Meldon Aplite with rare
minerals
Quarry with exposures of cherts, siliceous shales &
tuffs of the Greystone Foundation
One of the largest areas of upland semi-natural
habitat in southern Britain, with western blanket
bog, mixed valley mires, lichens & upland breeding
birds
Species rich wetland

SX 607936

10.3

*
SX59/014
SX59/015
SX59/016

SX567890
SX573954
SX577942
SX580940

29.5
4.5
10.4
4.0

SSSI/
AWI
NNR
CWS
CWS
CWS

9.1

SX59/032 Youlditch

SX540945 &
SX545974
SX554922 &
SX556922
SX563928

2.4

Ancient semi-natural woodland. Sessile oak
woodland with large population of pied flycatchers.
5.76 ha Ancient semi-natural woodland
Semi-improved neutral grassland
Culm grassland; Marsh Fritillary site
Wet Molinia dominated grassland, scrub & bracken.
Marsh Fritillary site.
Culm grassland, tall herb fen & semi-improved
grassland with a fringe of scrub
Culm & semi-improved grassland

1.7

Culm & semi-improved grassland with swamp

CWS

*

Okehampton Park
Flush
Halstock Wood

Black-a-Tor Copse
Broadmoor Lane
Estrayer Park
Okehampton Golf
Course
SX59/018 Maddaford

SX59/033 West Okement River
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SSSI
SSSI
SSSI

SSSI

CWS
CWS

SX59/035 Maddaford Moor
SX531943
SX59/039 Hilltown Copse
SX556952
0
East Okement River
SX597945
Wood
0
North Abbeyford
SX590975
Woods
0
'Golf Course Woods'
SX582958
*
Pencleave Wood
*
Meldon Wood
*
Okehampton Castle
Wood
*
Okehampton Park
*
Minehouse Wood
*
East Okement Farm
* Data held by Dartmoor National Park Authority

6.2
4.7
6.9

Culm grassland
Culm grassland & broadleaved woodland
Ancient semi-natural woodland

CWS
CWS
AWI

82.0

Ancient semi-natural woodland

AWI

5.9

Ancient semi-natural woodland
Ancient semi-natural woodland
Ancient semi-natural woodland
Ancient semi-natural woodland

AWI
AWI
AWI
AWI

15.61
9.16
3.16

Secondary woodland
Secondary woodland
Secondary woodland

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): these are notified by English Nature because of their plants, animals or geological
features (the latter are geological SSSIs or gSSSI). English Nature needs to be consulted before any operations likely to damage
the special interest are undertaken. SSSI is a statutory designation with legal implications.
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC): these are notified by English Nature because they contain species and/or habitats of
European importance (listed in the Habitats Directive 1994), and are part of a network of conservation sites set up through Europe
known as the Natura 2000 series. On land, all candidate SACs are, or will be notified as SSSIs. English Nature needs to be
consulted before any operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. SAC is a statutory designation with legal
implications.
County Wildlife Sites (CWS): these are sites of county importance for wildlife, designated on the basis of the habitat or the known
presence of particular species. This is not a statutory designation like SSSIs, and does not have any legal status. County Wildlife
Sites are usually included in Local Plans as sites of substantive nature conservation interest and are covered by Planning Policy
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Guidance note nine (PPG9). CWS recognition does not demand any particular actions on the part of the Landowner and does not
give the public rights of access. However, it may increase eligibility for land management grants.
Potential County Wildlife Sites / Unconfirmed County Wildlife Sites (pCWS or Unc): these are sites identified as having
possible interest but not fully surveyed. Some of these sites will be areas of significant wildlife interest.
National Nature Reserves (NNR) - these are notified by English Nature because of their habitats or species. They are the best
examples of a particular habitat or have important populations of rare species. English Nature needs to be consulted before any
operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. NNR is a statutory designation with legal implications.
Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI): Ancient Woodland is a term applied to woodlands which have existed from at least Medieval
times to the present day without ever having been cleared for uses other than wood or timber production. A convenient date used
to separate ancient and secondary woodland is about the year 1600. In special circumstances semi-natural woods of post-1600 but
pre-1900 origin are also included. The Devon Ancient Woodland Inventory was prepared in 1986 by the Nature Conservancy
Council.

Appendix 1 - Notable Species within the Parish of Okehampton Hamlets (data from DBRC)
No.

Name

Latin Name

Location

Date

Grid Ref.

1

Badger

Meles meles

1999

SX525942

2
3

Badger
Snipe

2002
1992

4

Pipistrelle

5

Ivy-leaved
Bellflower

Meles meles
Gallinago
gallinago
Pipistrellus
pipistrellus
Wahlenbergia
hederacea

A3079 near
Thorndon Cross
Okehampton
Maddaford Moor
Thorndon Cross,
Okehampton
Maddaford

UK
Protection
WCA 6, BA

International
Protection
Bern III

SX528936
SX531943

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

1999

SX533941

WCA 5, 6

1993

SX538945

47

Status

Amber
EC IVa; Bern III,
Bonn II

UKBAP(P)
DN3

6

7

8

Lesser
Butterflyorchid
Pipistrelle

Platanthera
bifolia

Maddaford

1993

SX538945

Pipistrellus
pipistrellus

Kigbeare Manor,
Kigbeare,
Okehampton.
A3079 near Yelland
Farm.
Near Branscombe
Loaf, Dartmoor.
Great Widefield
Farmhouse,
Okehampton.
Corn ridge, Dartmoor
A30, Eastbound
Great Widefield

1982

SX540962

WCA 5, 6

2003

SX543942

WCA 9

2003

SX550891

2001

SX551965

WCA 5, 6

1999
2000
1998

SX552890
SX552923
SX552963

WCA 1
WCA 6, BA
DA

Great Widefield

1998

SX552963

A3079 0.5km west of
Fowley Cross,
Okehampton.
Meldon Reservoir

2002

SX554943

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

1997

SX555906

WCA 5

2003

SX555926

WCA 6, BA

EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP
Bern III

2003

SX557943

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

9

Japanese
Knotweed
Kestrel

Fallopia
japonica
Falco
tinnunculus
bat sp.

10

a bat

11
12
13

Red Kite
Badger
Red Deer

14

Snipe

15

Badger

Milvus milvus
Meles meles
Cervus
elaphus
Gallinago
gallinago
Meles meles

16

Otter

Lutra lutra

17

Badger

Meles meles

18

Badger

Meles meles

On the edge of the
A30 by turn-off for
Okehampton
A3079 about 200m
west of Fowley

48

DN3

EC IVa; Bern III,
Bonn II

UKBAP(P)

Amber
EC IVa; Bonn II

Amber
Bern III
Bern III
Amber

19

Otter

Lutra lutra

20
21

Red Kite
Otter

Milvus milvus
Lutra lutra

22
23

Bottle Sedge
Petty Whin

24

Red Kite

Carex rostrata
Genista
anglica
Milvus milvus

25

Otter

Lutra lutra

26

Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia
japonica

27

Primrose

28

30
31

Ivy-leaved
Bellflower
Grasshopper
Warbler
Badger
Bluebell

Primula
vulgaris
Wahlenbergia
hederacea
Locustella
naevia
Meles meles
Hyacinthoides
non-scripta

32

Otter

29

Lutra lutra

Cross
Under the A30 dual
carriageway
Black tor, Dartmoor
W Okement
Estrayer Park
Estrayer Park
Between Black Tor
and High Willhayes.
W Okement
Old Road (High
Street to Barrier),
Okehampton.
All Saint's Church,
Okehampton.
Okehampton Park
Flush
Glendale Road,
Okehampton.
A30 eastbound
Footpath from
Okehampton Castle
to Tors Road
West Okement river,
200 yards from the
Castle monument at

2004

SX565930

WCA 5

1999
19811989
1986
1991

SX566894
SX5693

WCA 1
WCA 5

1999

SX5789

WCA 1

1985

SX5793

WCA 5

2001

SX580946

WCA 9

2004

SX582951

DBAP

1987

SX583938

DN3

2000

SX584956

Red

2004
2004

SX585938
SX585943

WCA 6, BA
WCA 8 (S)

Bern III

2000

SX585943

WCA 5

EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP
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SX577942
SX577942

EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP
Amber
EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP
DN3
DN3
Amber
EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP

33

37

Japanese
Knotweed
Whiskered
Bat
Badger
Butcher'sbroom
Royal Fern

38

Welsh Poppy

39

Otter

40

Common Frog Rana
temporaria
Japanese
Fallopia
Knotweed
japonica
Round-leaved Ranunculus
Crowfoot
omiophyllus

34
35
36

41
42

43

Fallopia
japonica
Myotis
mystacinus
Meles meles
Ruscus
aculeatus
Osmunda
regalis
Meconopsis
cambrica
Lutra lutra

45

Salvia
verbenaca
Common Frog Rana
temporaria
Slow-worm
Anguis fragilis

46

Barn Owl

44

Wild Clary

Tyto alba

Okehampton.
Moyses Lane,
Okehampton.
Station Road,
Okehampton.
A30
Simmons Park,
Okehampton.
Simmons Park,
Okehampton.
Simmons Park,
Okehampton.
Okement
Station Rd,
Okehampton
Okehampton
Near Okehampton
Camp. Along Moor
Brook that runs
parallel to the camp.
Verge by car park at
Okehampton Station
Barton Road,
Okehampton.
Waste ground at
Okehampton.
Okehampton

2001

SX585947

WCA 9

1996

WCA 5, 6

2002
2004

SX588294
81
SX588940
SX588947

2004

SX588947

DN3

2004

SX588947

NS

1987

SX5894

WCA 5

1995

SX589944

WCA 5(S)

2003

SX591944

WCA 9

2005

SX592928

DN1

2004

SX592944

DN1

2002

SX592952

WCA 5(S)

EC Va; Bern III

2000

SX592956

WCA 5(KIS)

Bern III

2001

SX593943

WCA 1, 9

50

WCA 6, BA

EC IVa; Bern II;
Bonn II
Bern III
EC Vb

EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP
EC Va; Bern III

DBAP; Amber

47

Japanese
Knotweed

Fallopia
japonica

48
49

Common
Shrew
Hedgehog

50

Badger

Sorex
araneus
Erinaceus
europaeus
Meles meles

51

Common
Shrew

Sorex
araneus

52

Hedgehog

Erinaceus
europaeus

53

Slow-worm

Anguis fragilis

54

Viviparous
Lizard

Lacerta
vivipara

55

Otter

Lutra lutra

56

Hedgehog

57

Otter

Erinaceus
europaeus
Lutra lutra

58

Badger

Meles meles

Alongside River
2001
Okement, near
quarry, Okehampton.
Okehampton
19992000
Okehampton
1999

SX593961

WCA 9

SX597952

WCA 6

Bern III

SX597952

WCA 6

Bern III

1999

SX598952

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

2000

SX598952

WCA 6

Bern III

2000

SX598952

WCA 6

Bern III

2000

SX598952

WCA 5(KIS)

Bern III

Okehampton
Allotments
Exeter Road
Allotments,
Okehampton
Exeter Road
Allotments,
Okehampton
Exeter Road
Allotments,
Okehampton
Exeter Road
Allotments,
Okehampton
E Okement

2000

SX598952

WCA 5(KIS)

Bern III

1988

SX5994

WCA 5

Okehampton

2002

SX5995

WCA 6

EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP
Bern III

Okement

19811998
19992000

SX5996

WCA 5

SX603970

WCA 6, BA

Minor road between
Chichacott farm and
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EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP
Bern III
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Otter

Lutra lutra

60

Stoat

61
62

Badger
Common
Dormouse

Mustela
erminea
Meles meles
Muscardinus
avellanarius
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Badger

Meles meles
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Marsh
Fritillary
Green
Hairstreak
Small Pearlbordered
Fritillary
Marsh
Fritillary
Brown
Hairstreak
Marsh
Fritillary

Eurodryas
aurinia
Callophrys
rubi
Boloria selene

Eurodryas
aurinia
Thecla
betulae
Eurodryas
aurinia
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66

67
68
69

B3217.
E Okement

19811988
2001

SX6094

1999
2001

SX614977
SX616978

WCA 6, BA
WCA 5, 6

SX620951

WCA 6, BA

Bern III

Lower Maddaford
Farm, Okehampton
Meldon Reservoir

19982000
1993

SX539945

WCA 5

1998

SX5590

EC IIa; Bern II
UKBAP(P);
(GB reservation) DBAP; Nb
Decline

Estayer Park

1992

SX575941

Estayer Park

1992

SX575941

WCA 5

SW of Okehampton

19971998
1993

SX576945

WCA 5 (S)

SX583938

WCA 5

Okehampton
B3215.
Sampford
Courtenay,
Okehampton
A30,nr Okehampton

Okehampton Park
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WCA 5

SX612958

EC IIa, IIIa; Bern UKBAP(P);
II
DBAP
Bern III; CITES
(UK reservation)
Bern III
EC IVa; Bern III UKBAP(P);
DBAP

Decline

EC IIa; Bern II
UKBAP(P);
(GB reservation) DBAP; Nb
Nb
EC IIa; Bern II
UKBAP(P);
(GB reservation) DBAP; Nb

WCA 1

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 1: birds which are protected by special penalties at all times.

WCA 5

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: species protected against killing, injury, disturbance and
handling.

WCA 5 (S)

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: (sale): species protected against sale only.

WCA 5 (KIS) Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 5: (killing & injury): species protected against killing, injury and
sale only.
WCA 6

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 6: animals (other than birds) which may not be killed or taken by
certain methods

WCA 8 (S)

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 8: (sale): plants protected against sale only.

WCA 9

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) Schedule 9: animals and plants for which release into the wild is prohibited.

BA

Protection of Badgers Act 1992: badgers may not be deliberately killed, persecuted or trapped except under
licence. Badger setts may not be damaged, destroyed or obstructed.

DA

Deer Act 1991: deer protected under the Deer Act.

Bern II

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) Appendix II:
Special protection for listed animal species and their habitats.

Bern III

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) Appendix III:
Exploitation of listed animal species to be subject to regulation

ECIIa, IIb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats & Species
Directive) Annex IIa and IIb: Designation of protected areas for animal and plant species listed.
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ECIIIa, IIIb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats & Species
Directive) Annex IIIa and IIb: Species used as criteria for designating Special Areas of Conservation (SACs).

ECIVa, IVb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats & Species
Directive) Annex IVa: Exploitation of listed animals and plants to be subject to management if necessary.

ECVa, Vb

EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats & Species
Directive) Annex Va and Vb: Exploitation of listed animals and plants to be subject to management if necessary.

Bonn II

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention) Appendix II:
Range states encouraged to conclude international agreements to benefit species listed.

UKBAP(P)

UK Priority Species (Short and Middle Lists - UK Biodiversity steering Group Report 1995) i.e. species that
are globally threatened and rapidly declining in the UK (by more than 50% in the last 25 years). Has a Species
Action Plan.

DBAP

Devon Biodiversity Action Plan species: these have been identified as species of key conservation concern in
Devon.

NS

Nationally Scarce: 15-100 10km squares in Atlas of British Flora 1962.

Devon Notable Species: Selected species recorded from over 50 2km squares in the Atlas of Devon Flora 1984 (R.B. IvimeyCook, Department of Biological Sciences, The University of Exeter).
DN1

Devon Notable1: 1-25 2 km squares in Atlas of Devon Flora 1984.

DN3

Devon Notable3: Selected species recorded from over 50 2 km squares in Atlas of Devon Flora 1984.

DR

Devon Rarity: native species recorded from 3 or fewer localities within Devon.
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Nb

Nationally Notable B: known from 100 or fewer 10km squares. Taken from the Invertebrate Site Register.

Decline

Substantial local decline in Devon

Red List

Bird species of high conservation concern, such as those whose population or range is rapidly declining, recently or
historically, and those of global conservation concern.

Amber List

Bird species of medium conservation concern, such as those whose population is in moderate decline, rare
breeders, internationally important and localised species and those of unfavourable conservation status in Europe.
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Appendix 2
Species list for Okehampton Hamlets Parish, recorded during the field survey
on 1st November 2005.
PLANTS
Common Name
Alder
Ash
Beech
Bell Heather
Bilberry
Bird’s foot Trefoil
Blackthorn
Bluebell
Bog Asphodel
Bog Pondweed
Bracken
Bramble
Bristle Bent
Broad Buckler fern
Broom
Buddleia
Cat's-ear
Common Bent
Common Centaury
Common Cowwheat
Common Ragwort
Common Reed
Compact Rush
Creeping Buttercup
Creeping Thistle
Creeping Willow
Devil’s-Bit Scabious
Dog lichen
Dog’s Mercury
Dog Rose
Downy Birch
Elder
Enchanter’s Nightshade
Eyebright
Foxglove
Germander Speedwell
Goat Willow
Gorse
Ground Ivy
Hard Fern
Hard Rush

Latin Name
Alnus glutinosa
Fraxinus excelsior
Fagus sylvatica
Erica cinerea
Vaccinium myrtillus
Lotus corniculatus
Prunus spinosa
Hyacinthoides non-scripta
Narthecium ossifragum
Potamogetum
Pteridium aquilinum
Rubus fruticosus
Agrostis curtisii
Dryopteris dilatata
Cytisus scoparius
Buddleja davidii
Hypochaeris radicata
Agrostis capillaries
Centaurium erythraea
Melampyrum pratense
Senecio jacobaea
Phragmites australis
Juncus conglomerate
Ranunculus repens
Cirsium arvense
Salix repens
Succisa pratensis
Peltigaria sp.
Mercurialis perennis
Rosa canina
Betula pubescens
Sambucus nigra
Circaea lutetiana
Euphrasia officinalis
Digitalis purpurea
Veronica chamaedrys
Salix caprea
Ulex europaeus
Glechoma hederacea
Blechnum spicant
Juncus inflexus
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Crateagus monogyna
Corylus avellana
Galium saxatile
Veronical officinalis
Calluna vulgaris
Geum urbanun
Geranium robertianum
Impatiens glandulifera
Lonicera periclymenum
Hedera helix
Fallopia japonica
Juncus articulatus
Dryopteris filix-mas
Cirsium palustre
Hydrocotyle vulgaris
Fillipendula armeria
Chrysosplenium oppositifolium
Quercus robur
Polypodium vulgaris
Molinia caerulea
Sylene dioica
Chamerion angustifolium
Drosera rotundifolia
Sorbus aucuparia
Sanicula europaea
Dryopteris affinis
Pinus sylvestris
Prunella vulgaris
Quercus petraea
Rumex acetosella
Betula pendula
Juncus effuses
Sedum anglicum
Potentilla erecta
Viola sp
Mentha aquatica
Deschampsia cespitosa
Ulex gallii
Trifolium repens
Angelica sylvestris
Oxalis acetosella
Achillea millefolium

Hawthorn
Hazel
Heath Bedstraw
Heath Speedwell
Heather
Herb Bennet
Herb Robert
Himalayan Balsam
Honeysuckle
Ivy
Japanese Knotweed
Jointed Rush
Male Fern
Marsh Thistle
Marsh Pennywort
Meadowsweet
Opposite Leaved Saxifrage
Pedunculate Oak
Polypody Fern
Purple moor grass
Red Campion
Rosebay Willowherb
Round-leaved Sundew
Rowan
Sanicle
Scaly Male Fern
Scots Pine
Selfheal
Sessile Oak
Sheep's Sorrel [agg.]
Silver Birch
Soft Rush
Stonecrop
Tormentil
Violet sp
Water Mint
Wavy Hair Grass
Western Gorse
White Clover
Wild Angelica
Wood Sorrel
Yarrow
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BIRDS
Common Name
Blue Tit
Buzzard
Canada Goose
Jackdaw
Mallard Duck
Nuthatch
Peregrine Falcon
Pheasant
Raven
Robin
Rook
Snipe
Stonechat
Wren

Latin Name
Parus caeruleus
Buteo buteo
Branta canadensis
Corvus monedula
Anas platyrhynchos
Sitta europaea
Falco peregrinus
Phasianus colchicus
Corvus corvax
Erithacus rubecula
Corvus frugilegus
Gallinago gallinago
Saxicola torquata
Troglodytes troglodytes

MAMMALS
Common Name
Dormouse
Rabbit
Roe Deer
Squirrel

Latin Name
Muscardinus avellanarius
Oryctolagus cuniculus
Capreolus capreolus
Sciurus carolinensis

Species list for Okehampton Hamlets Parish from data held at Dartmoor
National Park Authority (other species not noted so far).
Common Name
Ring Ouzel
Keeled Skimmer
Pipistrelle
Fir Club Moss
Wilson’s Filmy Fern

Scientific name
Turdus torquatus
Orthetrum coerulescens
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
Lycopodium selago
Hymenophyllum wilsonii

Other records collected by other workers:
Common Name
Greater Horseshoe Bat
Lesser Horseshoe Bat
Daubenton’s Bat
Natterers Bat
Pied Flycatcher
Kestrel
Goosander
Cormorant

Scientific name
Rhinolophus ferrumequinum
Rhinolophus hipposideros
Myotis daubentoni
Myotis nattereri
Ficedula hypoleuca
Falco tinnunculus
Mergus merganser
Phalacrocorax carbo
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