Providing a unified, clear,
independent voice on behalf of the
marine biological community– join
today!

• Membership includes: Professional marine biologist (Mem.MBA)
and MBA Fellow (FMBA).
• https://www.mba.ac.uk/membership/join/

“A learned society advancing marine science through research, communication and education”
www.mba.ac.uk

Marine environment and Brexit
(or ‘trying to work out the implications of Brexit
when nobody in the world seems to actually know
anything at all’)

Matt Frost (MBA)

The Devon Maritime Forum: Progress and Priorities, Conflict and Common
Ground: Working Together for Our Coast and Seas?
June 30th, 2016, University of Plymouth
www.mba.ac.uk

What won’t change: marine environment and challenges

• Wide range of
habitats (high
exposed cliffs,
sandy beaches,
sheltered rias
and estuaries).

• High diversity of habitats & species due to position straddling Boreal
& Lusitanian biogeographic regions (great monitoring site)
www.mba.ac.uk

CP2 State of UK Seas 2010: HBDSEG (Eds Frost & Hawkridge)

www.mba.ac.uk

CP2 State of UK Seas 2010: HBDSEG (Eds Frost & Hawkridge)

www.mba.ac.uk

CP2 State of UK Seas 2010: HBDSEG (Eds Frost & Hawkridge)

• Changes based on UK Climate Projections (UKCP09) under medium emissions
(IPCC A1B) scenario.
Source: MCCIP (2013). Eds. Frost et al, Summary Report, MCCIP.
www.mba.ac.uk

What won’t change: national marine environmental policy
• SW west inshore marine plan area covers area approx. 2,000 kilometres of
coastline from River Severn to River Dart (Devon), taking in over 16,000 square
kilometres of sea (in development). IN DEVELOPMENT
• SW offshore marine plan area includes marine area from 12 nm out to seaward
limit of EEZ (approx. 68,000K2 of sea).

“Prepared and adopted for the
purposes of section 44 of the Marine
and Coastal Access Act 2009”.
www.mba.ac.uk

What won’t change: national marine environmental policy
• e.g. Bideford to Foreland
Point and Hartland Point
to Tintagel MCZs (2016).
• But more complicated
where interactions occur
(e.g. MPA Network)
• SACs, SPAs also contribute
to Ospar obligations

Frost et al (2016) Aquat. Cons. 26 (3): 576–595
www.mba.ac.uk

What won’t change: national marine environmental policy
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5201

Blue = SAC (Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats &c. Regulations
2007 (as amended))
purple = MCZ (Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009))
Green = SPA (Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010))
www.mba.ac.uk

What could change: bonfire of the regulations?
21 obligations (inc. conventions and legislation) relevant to UK marine
biodiversity, spanning nearly five decades (1966 - 2013).
International Convention for the Conservation of the
Atlantic Tuna (1966)

EC Habitats Directive (1992)

EC Common Fisheries Policy (1970, 1983, 1987, 2002, 2013) Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD; 1992, 1993)
Ramsar Convention (1971)

EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) (2000)

CITES - Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (1973)

International Maritime Organisation - Ballast Water Convention
(2004)

Bern Convention (1979)
Bonn Convention (Conservation of Migratory Species)
(1979)
EU Wild Birds Directive (1979; 2009)
UK Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981 and subsequent
amendments)
Convention for the conservation of salmon in the North
Atlantic Ocean (1982)
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks
Agreement (1982)

Marine Strategy Framework Directive (2008)
Climate Change Act (2008)

Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009
Marine & Coastal Access Act (2009); Marine Act (Northern
Ireland) 2013
Marine (Scotland) Act (2010)
Marine Act (Northern Ireland) 2013

OSPAR Convention- The Convention for the Protection of the
Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (1992)

Frost et al (2016) Climate change and the implementation of marine biodiversity
legislation in the UK. AQC. 26 (3): 576–595
www.mba.ac.uk

What could change: bonfire of the regulations?
International, European and English
legislation Giving protection to the marine
environment

www.mba.ac.uk Boyes & Eliot, (2014) Marine legislation – The ultimate ‘horrendogram’:

International law, European directives & national implementation. MPB 86: 39–47

What could change: bonfire of the regulations?
Regulations: a binding legislative act that must be applied in
its entirety across the EU. e.g. REGULATION 2015/757 on the
monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide
emissions from maritime transport

Directives: a legislative act that sets out a goal that all EU
countries must achieve. It is up to the individual countries to
decide how (via transposition). e.g. Habitats, MSFD, WFD.
- Habitats directive transposition = The Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2010; The Offshore Marine
Conservation (Natural Habitats, & c.) Regulations 2007 (as
amended)

www.mba.ac.uk

• Policies / Directives at likelihood of
repeal in any leave scenario include:
 Birds & Habitats
 Marine Strategy Framework?
 Bathing Waters Directive
 Water Framework Directive
(parts)
 Common Fisheries Policy

• Even if not repealed there are still no
obligations to report or meet targets
(accountability)

Source: IEEP
www.mba.ac.uk

“Environmental protection requirements shall
be a component of the Contracting Parties'
other policies”.
www.mba.ac.uk

a) “..it should be noted that the following
Community acts are not incorporated into
the EEA Agreement:
(i) The Bathing Water Directive; (ii) The
Birds Directive; (iii) The Habitats
Directive; (iv) Shellfish Waters Directive”

Baldock et al 2016. IEEP report
www.mba.ac.uk

MSFD aim: ‘Good Environmental Status’ (GES) in the marine
environment for all member states by 2020
0.0 – 0.8: Implementation of MSFD D1 is Poor
0.8 – 1.6: : Implementation of MSFD D1 is Inadequate
1.6 – 2.4: : Implementation of MSFD D1 is Moderate
2.4 – 3.2: : Implementation of MSFD D1 is Good
3.2 – 4.0: Implementation of MSFD D1 is Full

Hummel, Frost et al. (2015). A
comparison of the degree of
implementation of marine
biodiversity indicators by European
countries in relation to the Marine
Strategy Framework Directive
(MSFD). JMBA.
doi:10.1017/S0025315415000235.
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• Environmental Directives vary in terms of impact
www.mba.ac.uk
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Questions:
 What environmental policy / legislation will be repealed?
(depends on leave scenario)
 Is national legislation ‘fit-for-purpose’ for meeting environmental challenges?
 Will managing at the national / local / regional level be better or worse for the
environment? e.g:
1) CFP replaced by bilateral & and multi-lateral agreements but will potential for
long-term sustainability be increased or decreased?
“On fisheries, it is perhaps possible to make a case that leaving the common
fisheries policy (CFP) will be positive from an environmental perspective, given
the unsustainable fishing practices that have historically characterised the CFP
but….” (Burns, C. FOE report, 2016.The EU Referendum and the Environment).
2) Constraint – MPS had to undertake a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
to consider “potential effects on sites protected under the Habitats and Wild Birds
Directives of implementing the MPS”.

 Is there an adequate understanding of the economic benefits / services related
to the Devon / Southwest marine environment?
www.mba.ac.uk

Questions:
 Will promises on resources be kept (e.g. funding for research needed to
understand the environment and how it needs to be manged)
 How do we engage in order to have our say in future outcomes?

Key message - Shared UK vision for “clean,
healthy, safe, productive and biologically
diverse oceans and seas*” remains so lets
engage!

Marine Policy Statement. 2011
www.mba.ac.uk

