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Introduction
Devon County Council (DCC) is consulting
on a scheme to improve the 8km section of
the A30 between Honiton and Devonshire Inn,
so that a preferred option can be considered
for funding under the Government’s Road
Investment Strategy. This is the first stage
of proposals aimed at improving the 21km
section of the A30/A303 between Honiton and
Broadway.
In January 2012, Devon and Somerset County
Councils commissioned a study that identified
a programme of improvement schemes for the
‘unimproved’ sections of the A30/A303.
The subsequent A303/A358/A30 Economic
Impact Study (http://www.somerset.gov.uk/
policies-and-plans/schemes-and-initiatives/a30a303-a358-improvement-project/) found that
improving the whole A303/A358/A30 would:

•

Create 21,400 jobs and deliver a £41.6bn
boost to the economy

•

Deliver £21.2bn of taxation, welfare savings,
disposable income and tourism benefits

•

Create £1.9bn in transport benefits from
reduced journey times and greater resilience

These benefits cannot be achieved unless the
whole of the route is improved, including the A30/
A303 between Honiton and Broadway. In 2015,
DCC took a decision to progress the section
between Honiton and Devonshire Inn. This
section carries the highest traffic flows between
Honiton and Broadway and has the potential to
deliver the largest positive impact to the local
community, particularly as it passes through the
village of Monkton. It would also be a significant
step in identifying a road scheme suitable for
the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB), a nationally protected landscape.

The proposed
scheme is located
in Devon on the A30
trunk road northeast of Honiton, in
the Blackdown Hills
AONB.
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A303/A358/A30 Corridor RIS Improvement Sections

Road Investment Strategy

Consultation aim

The Government’s Road Investment Strategy
(RIS) was launched in December 2014 to provide
funding for major strategic road schemes. The
Government aims to deliver national networks
that support a prosperous economy and improve
quality of life.

Work has been ongoing to collect data and
to assess and develop improvement options.
DCC has been working with Highways England
(the government company which operates and
maintains the A30) and other stakeholders. We
have developed three options, which we believe
meet the needs of communities, road users and
stakeholders.

Dualling improvements are already planned on
the A30/A303/A358 at Amesbury to Berwick
Down, Sparkford to Ilchester and Taunton to
Southfields. DCC is calling on Government to
approve funding for improvement of the remaining
unimproved sections of the A30/A303.

Following this consultation, it is anticipated that
an Outline Business Case for the preferred option
will be issued to the Department for Transport in
December 2016. The aim is that the scheme will
be further developed and included in the next
round of funding.
This leaflet summarises the proposals; it provides
information on where you can read further details;
and explains how you can tell us your views.
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Why is the improvement
scheme needed?
The road presents the following issues:
•

Sharp bends

•

Steep hills

•

Narrow carriageways

•

Poor visibility

•

Poor verges

•

High levels of seasonal traffic

•

Higher risk of collisions compared with modern
standard roads

These issues lead to problems such as slower
speeds, virtually no opportunities for safe
overtaking and congestion when breakdowns
occur.
The A303/A30/A358 Corridor Feasibility Study,
Stage 1 Report, prepared for Highways England
in February 2015, reported that the A30 between
Honiton and Devonshire Inn had the second
highest accident rate along the whole A30/A303
corridor with a reported 6 fatal accidents in the 5
year assessment period.
Vehicle numbers tend to be much higher on
Fridays, weekends and Bank Holidays, particularly
during the summer. This reflects the seasonal
nature of the route and the high proportion of
tourism and leisure traffic. Consequently, the road
is frequently congested during peak periods.
The A30 between Honiton and Devonshire Inn is
inadequate in performing its multiple functions of
a national network route, local route and resilient
connection for the South West.
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What if nothing is done to
the A30?
It is predicted that the identified problems will
become worse over time, especially with the
significant growth planned for the East Devon,
Exeter, Mid Devon and Teignbridge areas.
The proposed A358 improvement, as detailed in
the RIS, will not solve the problems and will not
improve connections and resilience to Exeter and
the South West, which is why we believe the A30
improvement scheme is needed.
The M5/A358 route between Southfields and
Exeter is 14km longer than the 47km A30/
A303 route. In addition, the A30/A303 is dual
carriageway between Honiton and Exeter and
improved single carriageway between Southfields
and Broadway. Currently, only a small proportion

of vehicles travelling from east of Southfields to
Exeter and beyond use the M5/A358 route.
Traffic models built for the study predict that,
as traffic flows increase and conditions on the
A358 and M5 deteriorate in the future, drivers
will continue to choose the A30/A303 route. The
traffic models also show that if improvements to
the A358 are delivered, the vast majority of drivers
will continue to choose the shortest route along
the A30/A303.
The A358 improvement is a critical scheme for
Taunton, northern Somerset and northern Devon.
The A30 and A358 routes complement each other,
serving different, but equally vital, needs.

Road Types

Motorway and
improved A30 /A303
A358 to be improved
A30 Honiton to Devonshire Inn
Unimproved sections of A303

Taunton

Wellington
Southfields
Broadway

Tiverton

Ilminster

Marsh

Cullompton

East of Exeter

Honiton

Exeter

Impact of A358 improvements on long distance traffic
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Solutions
The existing road between Honiton and
Devonshire Inn would be replaced by an
improved carriageway, developed to meet the
objectives, which have been agreed with key
stakeholders.

Criteria for solutions:
DCC explored a range of potential solutions and
concluded that the scheme should meet the
criteria listed below:
•

The existing road will be replaced by
approximately 8km of improved carriageway
between Honiton Bypass and Devonshire Inn

•

The improvement will, where possible, make
use of the existing A30 and will comprise
two lanes in one direction and one lane in
the other, alternating every few kilometres to
allow for overtaking (known as wide single
carriageway standard 2+1). (see diagram)

•

Junctions will be at-grade (meaning no splitlevel type junctions)

•

Access to minor roads will either be maintained
or, where possible, will make use of the local
connector roads to minimise junctions directly
with the trunk road

Scheme Objectives:
•
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Encourage economic growth in the South West
Peninsula and, particularly, the large scale
planned development east of Exeter

•

Improve journey speed and reliability

•

Improve journey quality

•

Increase the resilience of the strategic road
network, whilst recognising the intention to
upgrade the A303 between the M3 and the
A358 to dual carriageway standard, together
with creating a dual carriageway link from the
M5 at Taunton to the A303

•

Improve safety for road users and road
operators

•

Minimise environmental impacts
through exemplary approaches to
design and mitigation and adoption
of sustainable and innovative
solutions

•

Ensure that unavoidable impacts on
the character and special qualities
of the Blackdown Hills AONB
are offset through a significant
programme of compensatory
measures and the inclusion of
opportunities for environmental
enhancement in line with AONB
Management Plan objectives.

Proposed carriageway with overtaking lane
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Development of options –
an environment-led approach
The Blackdown Hills AONB is a highly
sensitive and significant environmental
area, so DCC took a decision to use an
environment-led approach to option
development. Environmental risks were
identified and assessed. At the same time, a
range of environmental bodies, particularly
statutory agencies, were identified as ‘key
stakeholders’ and engaged in the scoping of
the environmental work.
Extensive desk and field-based studies were
started and used to plot a wide range of
environmental constraints. These data were
used by the project team as the starting point in
the selection of potential route alignments. The
significant constraints are shown on the map
included in this leaflet.

The next stage in option development was to build
a comprehensive range of mitigation strategies
to avoid or minimise conflicts with environmental
interests and to compensate for any unavoidable
impacts. This has included detailed work to
optimise the precise route alignments.
The outcome of this work was a decision that
three options should be included in a public
consultation. The preferred option will incorporate
a range of measures intended to enhance
environmental interests in a manner consistent
with the AONB Management Plan.

Typical Blackdown Hills landscape in the Otter Valley
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Summary of Significant Environmental Constraints Used in the Selection of Route Options
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KEY

This plan illustrates a number of the significant and localised
Mature trees
Veteran trees (trees of special value due to their age, size or condition)
Blackdown Hills AONB
County Wildlife Sites
Ponds with potential amphibian interest
Noise Important Areas
Listed Buildings
Scheduled Ancient Monuments

Flood Zone 2: Annual probability of flooding of between 1 in 100 and 1 in 1,000 years
Flood Zone 3: Annual probability of flooding of up to 1 in 100 years
Ground Water Protection: Zone 1 (high risk of contamination) to Zone 3 (low risk of contamination)
Lowland meadow & heathland (Priority Habitat)
Purple moor grass & rush pasture (Priority Habitat)
Ancient Woodland Site shown on Ancient Woodland Inventory
Woodland and tree covered ground shown on National Woodland Inventory
Approxomate extent of area illustrated by aerial photograph

(i.e. site-specific) environmental constraints which have influenced the selection of
route options. A wider range of constraints data has been collated and used in
developing the scheme proposals, but it is impractical to illustrate all of these
together on a single plan. Further constraints are illustrated and referred to
through the Environmental Assessment Report (available on the scheme website).

Aerial Photograph of Part of Study Area
to Illustrate Environmental Sensivity
This aerial photograph illustrates the land form, land use and
landscape features (in 2010) in the central section of the
study area between Monkton and the top of Reddick's Hill.
The dotted black line marks the line of the existing A30. The
dashed white line marks the boundary between areas of
contrasting landscape sensitivity. The higher sensitivity
sloping land to the north is characterised by the blocks of
woodland, scattered copses, and an irregular network of small
fields, enclosed by mature hedges and trees.
Contours
5m
25m
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Proposed options
Three options have been developed that meet
the scheme objectives: Blue North, Blue South
and Orange routes. All routes would include
new junctions, new underpass bridges and
new link roads to provide connectivity for
local communities and farms.
For further details please refer to the scheme
plans, which are available on the scheme website
or at the exhibitions.
The BLUE NORTH route would start at the
junction of the A30 and the A35 and would make
use of the existing road to Dean’s Cottage, with
widening provided to the NORTH side of the
road so that property boundaries on the south
side of the existing road would remain as at
present. Access to existing residential, farm and
commercial properties between the A30/A35
junction and Dean’s Cottage could be provided
from the widened road or from a local service
road.

From Dean’s Cottage the route would follow the
same alignment as BLUE NORTH.

From Dean’s Cottage and a local connection to
Monkton, the route would curve east to bypass
Monkton to the south and east. It would then pass
to the west of Monkton Barton before continuing
north to climb Reddick’s Hill, then crossing Viney
Lane in the vicinity of Cotleigh Crossing.

From Hedgend Road, the route would continue
northward to the west of Viney Lane to Cotleigh
Crossing where it would then follow the line of the
BLUE route.

From Cotleigh Crossing to Devonshire Inn the
route would make use of the existing A30. A new,
simple ‘T’ junction layout would be provided where
the A30 meets the A303.
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The BLUE SOUTH route would commence at
the junction of the A30 and the A35 and would
make use of the existing road to Dean’s Cottage,
with widening provided to the SOUTH side of the
road so that the existing road boundary hedge on
the north side of the existing road would remain
as at present. There would be a need to acquire
some property. The remaining properties would be
accessed from the widened road or a local service
road.

The ORANGE route would commence at the
junction of the A30 and the A35. Immediately to
the east of Otter Valley Park, the route would
proceed in an easterly direction to climb the south
side of the River Otter valley, passing to the south
east of Holmsleigh Farm, before turning north to
run along the top of the ridge to the west of Viney
Lane at Hedgend Road.

This option would have no frontage access and
no local connections. The connection from the
existing A30 would be at each end of the scheme.
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Option Factors

Blue North

Blue South

Orange

Route length:

8.3km

8.3km

8.6km

Overtaking opportunity:

4.1km (50%)
eastbound,
1.7km (20%)
westbound

4.1km (50%)
eastbound,
1.7km (20%)
westbound

4.2km (49%)
eastbound,
3.5km (41%)
westbound

Scheme cost –
Estimated Outturn Cost
including VAT:

£166 million

£171 million

£167 million

Approximate land take:
*

47.4Ha

47.3Ha

51.6Ha

* Excludes existing highway and drainage features such as attenuation ponds. Scheme footprints and
therefore land take area may change during the scheme development because of factors such as:
1. Development of drainage attenuation measures and drainage outfalls.
2. Development of side road layouts.
3. Development of mitigation measures and proposals for maintenance of mitigation measures.
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Comparison of options
Scheme Objective

Comparison of Options

Encourage economic growth in the South West peninsula and particularly
the large scale planned development on the A30 East of Exeter

All routes would encourage economic growth by enhancing connectivity between South East England and South West England.

Improve journey speed and reliability

All routes would provide an increase in journey speed.

All routes would offer High Value for Money for every £1 of public expenditure.
All routes would improve journey reliability by reducing accidents, by reducing the effects of vehicle breakdowns and by improving traffic flow conditions.

Increase the resilience of the strategic road network whilst recognising
the intention to upgrade the A303 between the M3 and the A358 to dual
carriageway standard, together with creating a dual carriageway link from
M5 at Taunton to the A303

All routes would increase the resilience of the strategic road network by providing a high capacity alternative to the A358/M5.

Improve safety along the A30 for road users and road operators

All routes would lead to a significant reduction in the accident rate.
All routes would provide a modern standard cross-section with improved space for road maintenance.

Minimise adverse environmental impacts through good exemplary
approaches to design and mitigation and adoption of sustainable and
innovative solutions

Noise: All routes would reduce noise for properties in Monkton. The Orange route would result in a higher number of properties affected by an increase
in noise levels than the Blue routes.
Air Quality: All routes would improve air quality for more properties than would suffer poorer air quality, with clear benefits for Monkton. The Orange
route would result in a slightly greater overall benefit than the Blue routes.
Landscape and Tranquillity: All routes would lead to an unavoidable adverse effect on landscape character and scenic quality in localised parts of the
AONB, but with scope to minimise harm over time. There would be an improvement to character and tranquillity of Monkton village with all routes. The
Blue routes would have greater impact on sensitive parts of valley slopes and on the quality of views from Dumpdon Hill; Blue South would minimise this
latter effect. The Orange route would have greater impact on the tranquillity of the plateau area.
Cultural Heritage: The Blue routes would impact on the setting of the Scheduled Monument of Dumpdon Hill; Blue South would have slightly less effect.
The Orange route would improve the setting and value of Listed Buildings near Monkton.
Biodiversity: All routes would impact on protected species (bats, dormice and/or great crested newts) due to habitat loss and severance. The Blue routes
would affect more valuable habitats, including those regularly used by bats, than those crossed by the Orange route.
Water Environment: All routes have potential to affect groundwater and surface water quality. The Orange route has potential to impact a greater number
of identified groundwater features. The Blue routes would cross a greater number of watercourses.
Community facilities: All routes would provide benefits to Monkton. The Blue routes would affect a larger number of farms and small holdings, but the
Orange route would have a greater overall impact on farming operations.
Property demolition: Blue South would require demolition of two residential properties and one workshop. Blue North and Orange routes would avoid
this demolition.
Disruption during construction: All routes would lead to similar levels of disruption during construction for road users. The Orange route would affect a
shorter length of existing road.

Ensure that unavoidable impacts on the character and special qualities
of the Blackdown Hills AONB are offset through a significant programme
of compensatory measures and the inclusion of opportunities for
environmental enhancement in line with AONB Management Plan
objectives
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All routes incorporate proposals for compensatory and enhancement measures. The Blue South offers greater opportunity to enhance the AONB
western ‘gateway’ than either Blue North or Orange.
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What has been rejected?
The following options have been rejected
as they do not meet the defined scheme
objectives:
Do Nothing – The existing standard of the road,
with the current high traffic flows, results in the
road operating close to capacity. The higher risk of
serious collisions and congestion, with predictions
that these problems will get worse over time,
means that doing nothing is not an option. As
explained earlier, the A358 improvement will not
solve these problems.
Route standard: Dual Carriageway – A dual
carriageway standard option would provide
additional capacity, but forecast traffic
flows are too low to justify the high cost of
construction. Additionally, a dual carriageway
road would require a much wider land take
resulting in additional negative environmental
impacts, considered unacceptable given the
environmentally sensitive surroundings of the
route in the Blackdown Hills AONB.
Route location: north of Monkton – A route to
the north of Monkton would adversely affect the
floodplain, the setting of the church and buried
remains of a medieval village.
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Route location: use of existing road at Reddick’s
Hill – Widening of the existing A30 at Reddick’s
Hill would have a negative impact on the
landscape and wildlife interests. Additionally, there
would need to be complex engineering solutions,
particularly in forming earth retaining structures in
unstable ground and in constructing the widened
road alongside live traffic.
Route location: a split carriageway at Reddick’s
Hill – Providing a separate uphill and downhill
carriageway, making use of the existing A30 for
uphill traffic and a new road for downhill traffic,
would, additionally, impose environmental impacts
on the two separate corridors. Use of the existing
road on Reddick’s Hill is not suitable for a safe
60mph road.
Junction type: roundabout at Devonshire Inn – A
roundabout at Devonshire Inn would require street
lighting, creating further negative environmental
impact.
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Next steps
This consultation is being held between 3rd
August and 30th September 2016. It is your
opportunity to express your views on the
scheme proposals.
A consultation report will be published once
the consultation has closed in September. This
report will summarise the views and opinions
expressed during this consultation and make
recommendations for future stages of scheme
development.
The next step would be for DCC to make a formal
decision on a ‘preferred route’ for the scheme.
Although the project is for an improvement
scheme on a trunk road, which is managed
by Highways England, DCC is developing the
scheme to a preferred route stage before making
an application to the Department for Transport to
fund the scheme.

Share your views
To share your views and comments on the
proposed improvement please complete the
online questionnaire or pick up a printed copy
of the questionnaire at one of our exhibitions:
4th August:
Honiton Show
8am – 6pm
5th August:
Upottery Village Hall
2pm – 8pm
6th August:
Upottery Village Hall
10am – 6pm
16th August:
Monkton Court Hotel
12pm – 8pm
20th August:
Mackarness Hall, Honiton
10am – 6pm
10th September:
Upottery Village Hall
10am – 6pm
Please return questionnaires to the boxes
at the exhibitions or send them to A30
Consultation Team, Matford Offices,
County Hall, Exeter, EX2 4QD
Alternatively the questionnaire can be
completed online at:
www.devon.gov.uk/haveyoursay
More information on the scheme is available
from the DCC scheme website:
www.devon.gov.uk/a30-blackdownhills
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If you need more information or a different format
phone 0345 155 1015
or email: transportplanning@devon.gov.uk

03894

