A30 Honiton to Devonshire Inn
The Government’s 2014 Road Investment Strategy (RIS), which includes the period up to 2020, iden"ﬁes a commitment to turn the
A30 / A303 into a strategic corridor for the South West. It includes 3 major schemes and the inclusion of smaller scale improvements
between Honiton and Southﬁelds. Devon County Council is promo"ng and developing the sec"on of the A30 between Honiton and
Devonshire Inn to a preferred route stage with the aim that funding will be secured through the RIS2 investment plan for the years
2020 to 2025. With the poten"al for RIS2, na"onal Government is keen for Highways England to work with the Local Enterprise Partnership, Local Councils and MPs to shape the programme for the next tranche of RIS.
Following the RIS announcement Devon County Council began looking at the solu"ons for the Honiton to Broadway stretch and in
March 2015, following a mee"ng between the then Minister of State for Transport John Hayes and the leader of the Council John
Hart, the sec"on between Honiton and the Devonshire Inn was selected to be taken forward for further design. This sec"on has the
highest poten"al to deliver the biggest posi"ve impact to the local community, par"cularly as it travels through a designated 40mph
zone through Monkton Village and has several stretches with signiﬁcantly substandard exis"ng alignments. This sec"on also carries
the highest traﬃc ﬂows and when combined, these elements represent good poten"al for a strong economic case.
The objec"ves of this project are as follows:
•

Encourage economic growth in the South West peninsula and par"cularly the large scale planned development East of Exeter

•

Improve journey speed and reliability

•

Increase the resilience of the strategic road network

•

Improve safety for road users and road operators

•

Minimise adverse environmental impacts through exemplary approaches to design and mi"ga"on and adop"on of sustainable
and innova"ve solu"ons

•

Ensure that unavoidable impacts on the character and special quali"es of the Blackdown Hills AONB are oﬀset through a signiﬁcant programme of compensatory measures and the inclusion of opportuni"es for environmental enhancement in line with
AONB Management Plan objec"ves.

•
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As the scheme lies within the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, significant environmental consideration, mitigation and enhancement (off-setting) will be needed in order to find a solution which is acceptable. As
such , the scheme is being led by Devon County Council’s Environment Group with assistance from specialist sub-consultants. Initial desk-based studies have been completed and environmental assessment is being undertaken to inform
route option development, including data collation and walkover surveys. The map below displays some of the environmental data that has been collected for the scheme.
Air quality & Greenhouse Gases: Assessment
of the construction impacts and the operational impacts that road projects may have on
the air environment including their effects upon local air quality and change in total emissions across the highway network.

Cultural Heritage: Assessment of the impacts on cultural heritage resources including Archaeological Remains, Historic Buildings and Historic Landscape. The
effect on the value of designated heritage assets through change to their setting
will also be assessed and will include the Listed Buildings within the scheme
corridor and designated assets within a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV).

Noise and Vibration: Assessment of the potential impacts on the
noise and vibration environment arising from new construction,
improvements, operation and maintenance. Assessment of the
impacts on health and quality of life and areas of tranquillity.

Nature Conservation/Biodiversity: Assessment of the potential nature conservation
impacts of road schemes, and their significance to ensure the maintenance of a) the
diversity and character of the countryside,
including its wildlife communities and important geological and physical features are
maintained; and b) the viable populations of
wildlife species, throughout their traditional
ranges, and the improvement of the status
of rare and vulnerable species.

Community and Private Assets: Assessment
of the social and environmental impacts on
economic growth, quality of life and health
and wellbeing. This includes the effects of
demolition of property, loss of land, severance
and accessibility.

Road Drainage and the Water Environment:
Assessment and management of the impacts
that new construction, improvement and
maintenance projects may have on the water
environment. These include possible impacts
on the quality of water bodies and on the existing hydrology of the catchments through
which roads pass. Four principal areas are
Effects of Routine Runoff on Surface Waters;
Effects of Routine Runoff on Groundwater;
Pollution Impacts from Spillages; and Assessing Flood Impacts.

Geology and Soils: Assessment of the impact of the scheme on soils and geology
and includes the impacts and effects on
contaminated land.

Landscape: The assessment of both a road
scheme's impact on the landscape and on its
visual impact on local people. It includes a full
consideration of a scheme's likely impact, not
just on the views which people experience
now and in the immediate future, but on the
landscape as an entity in its own right and as a
resource for future generations.

Materials: Assessment of the environmental effects of the production,
deposition, processing and disposal of the materials resources that originate on site and the materials resources and construction products that
are required for the scheme (including the embodied energy associated
with the manufacture of materials). The assessment covers the impacts
of the use of primary, secondary and recycled raw materials and manufactured products in the construction of the scheme.

Effects on All Travellers: Assessment of
impacts on vehicle travellers including
view from the road and driver stress. It
also covers the assessment of a scheme's
impact on the journeys which people
make in its locality such as the journeys
made by people as pedestrians (including
ramblers), cyclists and equestrians.

Progress to Date
To help in defining an environmentally acceptable approach to the scheme, vital links are being forged between Devon County Council, the
Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership, Natural England and other key stakeholders. Initial contact has also been made with landowners to obtain land access permissions for survey work, discuss scheme concepts and road safety, obtain information about the area and answer any
queries or concerns.
Progress to date:


Data collation and surveys

Environmental work, including scoping the environmental impacts and undertaking environmental surveys to inform the design process is
being progressed. The data is being collated as a GIS master map that will allow the design team to view overall constraints, assisting them
in refining scheme options.


Land access permissions

Devon County Council has engaged with landowners in the study area to gain access for environmental studies, answer any concerns or
queries and to build positive relationships.


Key stakeholder engagement

Devon County Council is developing a broad consultation strategy to take into account strategic, economic and environmental impacts. A
number of bodies will be engaged as key stakeholders throughout the process to build their understanding of the scheme objectives and
confidence that their concerns will be recorded and considered as part of the scheme development process. Consultation with key stakeholders on the environmental scoping report has taken place.


Surveys

Geotechnical studies and topographical surveys are being undertaken to inform the design process.


Traffic modelling undertaken

Traffic counts and road side surveys have been used to assist Devon County Council in producing an initial traffic model for the route.


Design team meetings

Design team meetings have taken place in which the initial environmental constraints where put forward and discussed by the environmental leads.


Production of a new website for the scheme

A new website has been developed that will be kept up to date to ensure that all stakeholders, consultees and the general public are kept
informed. (See below for website address)
Plans moving forward:


Route option development

A value management workshop will be held to understand the implications of potential options and to agree what options should be taken
forward for further assessment.


Detailed design

More detailed design of the routes will be undertaken to further assess environmental impacts, buildability and assist with cost estimates


Traffic forecasting and economics

The base year model will be fully calibrated and future years refined following the outcomes of the value management workshop.

For more information and to subscribe for updates, please visit new.devon.gov.uk/a30-blackdownhills

